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 THE STUDY OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS 

Prepared by Quek Suan Yew 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

I. The Title of the Book 

 

The title of the book comes from the Septuagint (LXX). The translators of the LXX 

named it GENESIS (geneseos) because it described the genesis or beginning of the 

universe. This is an apt title because the first word of the Hebrew text of the book is 

“Bereshit” which means "in the beginning". In this book we have the beginning of:  

 

THE WORLD BY CREATION;  

MANKIND AND HUMAN LANGUAGE;  

SIN IN HUMAN RACE;  

SALVATION—the first gospel message;  

GOD'S CHOSEN PEOPLE, ISRAEL, ARABS (ISHMAEL 25:12);  

OTHER NATIONS OF THE EARTH;  

ARAB-ISRAELITE CONFLICT;  

COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS; etc. [Howard Vos, 

Genesis, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1982), 5]. 

 

There is a beautiful symmetry between the books of Genesis and Revelation. Genesis the 

book of beginnings ends with Satan being victorious over man where man must be 

expelled from Eden, for his own good. Revelation ends with the serpent coming to his 

downfall, eternal punishment in the Lake of Fire, and the redeemed walking again in 

“Paradise”, the New Heaven and New Earth.  

 

Perhaps out of al the books of the Bible, the Book of Genesis has come under attack more 

than any other book of the Bible. 

 

 

II.  The Authorship of the Book 

 

The Authorship of the book is traditionally ascribed to Moses. The support for this view 

includes: 

 

1. Internal Evidence--The Pentateuch itself affirms Moses as its author (Exo. 17:14; 

24:4, 7; 34:27; Num. 33:1-2; Deut. 31:9). 

 

2. External Evidence--Other OT books testify to the Mosaic authorship of the 

Pentateuch (Josh. 1:7-8; 8:32, 34; 22:5; 1 Ki. 2:3; 2 Ki. 14:6, 21:8; Ezra 6:18; Deut. 

9:11-13; Mal. 4:4). 

 

Josh. 1:7-8--the book of the LAW (Torah = the Pentateuch) was ascribed to Moses as 

the author. This phrase indicates that the people of Israel in Joshua's days already had 

the Word of God in written form. For that reason Joshua was commanded to meditate 

upon it, and obey it. By so doing he will have success in his ministry. [John J. Davis, 

Paradise to Prison, (Winona Lake: BMH Books, 1975).  
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3. The New Testament affirms the same [Mt. 19:8; Mk. 12:26 (the book of Moses); Lk. 

16:29, 31 (Moses and the prophets); Lk. 24:44 (Moses, the prophets and the psalms); 

Jn. 5:46-47; 7:19; Rom. 10:5]. 

 

4. The extra-biblical writings , testify to Mosaic authorship. The Jews of Palestine and 

the dispersion were unanimous on this matter, including the Samaritan Pentateuch, 

the Palestinian Talmud, the Babylonian Talmud, the Apocrypha, (cf. Ecclesiasticus 

45:5--ca. 180 B.C.); 2 Macc. 7:30), and the writings of both Philo (Life of Moses, 

3:39--ca. the time of Christ's birth, 4-6 B.C.) and Josephus (Antiquities, 4:8:45--ca. 

90 A.D.). The church fathers, with very few exceptions, agree with these testimonies 

(Davis, 25). 

 

5. The JEDP theory is a theory on the origin of the Pentateuch originated by modernist 

and liberals who do not believe in the doctrine of inspiration. The Pentateuch includes 

the Books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. J stands for 

Jehovah, E stands for Elohim, D stands for Deuteronomic, and P stands for Priestly 

documents. It is a theory that believes that the Pentateuch was not written by Moses 

but compiled to its present form by many redactors [A redactor is one who edits a 

document at a later time to bring it up to date or who in some other way modify a 

text. He collects and edits older and smaller units of material into newer, larger ones.] 

The final redactor probably lived in the time of Ezra (about 6
th

 to 5
th

 Century B.C.). 

The reasoning is based upon the fact that God did not inspire the Word of God. The 

Bible is not written by God but written by man.  

 

Their rational includes comparing the Bible with secular materials. This view 

presupposes that the Book of Leviticus could not have been written in the days of 

Moses because the system of sacrifice and religious worship described in Leviticus 

was too sophisticated compared with the religious systems of the Egyptians, Syrians, 

Moabites, Edomites, Assyrians, etc. These were quite primitive compared to 

Leviticus. The only time when these extra biblical religious systems could match the 

sophistication found in Leviticus was during the time of Ezra. Therefore Leviticus 

must have been written by someone else who lived in Ezra’s time and not Moses and 

then used the pseudonym Moses to pass it off. Some where along the time line 

redactors compiled the five books and that was how we have our Pentateuch today.  

 

But Leviticus was given by God to Moses in Mount Sinai. It was given by dictation. 

Moses did not originate the Pentateuch but God. God inspired Moses to write the 

Pentateuch, some by dictation and others by normal process of inspiration, as Moses 

wrote it was the Spirit of God who wrote. The Pentateuch is not five separate books 

but one book made up of five volumes. The reason for the five volumes was the 

limitation of the length of the scroll. It was discovered that the maximum length of a 

papyri scroll was about the length of each of the five volumes. The Jews of the Old 

Testament always see these five books as one. When the records that Moses wrote 

Exodus, or Numbers of Deuteronomy it is as good as saying the Moses wrote the 

entire Pentateuch. 

 

To accept or give credence to the JEDP theory is to make God a liar. The Bible has 

sufficient evidence pointing to Mosaic authorship. To deny Mosaic authorship is a 

major denial of the Bible! That Moses was the author of the Pentateuch is not a minor 

but a major doctrine. Let all obedient Christians take note of this truth and defend it. 
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III.  The Date of Writing 

 

This will be dealt with at a later date when we study chapter 12 on the dating of 

Abraham. The establishment of the date of Abraham will give us the date when Genesis 

was written. 

 

 

IV.  The Content and Outline 

 

The book of Genesis is easily divided into two portions: Gen. 1-11--THE EARLY 

HISTORY AND BEGINNING OF MANKIND; and Gen. 12-50--THE PATRIARCHS--

LIFE OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB. Some have divided the book of Genesis 

according to the “Toledoth” formulae "These are the generations of" as found in the book 

of Gebnesis (2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10). 

 

In our study of the book of Genesis we will accept the former division of the outline of 

the book. 

 

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK (adapted fr. Vos, 9) 

 

THE EARLY HISTORY AND BEGINNING O F MANKIND  (1:1-11:32), 

 

The Creation (1:1-2:3), 

The Fall of Man and Extension of Civilization (2:4-5:32), 

The Great Global Flood (6:1-9:29), 

Historical Development After the Flood (10:1-11:32), 

 

THE PATRIARCHS -LIFE OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB  (12:1-50:26), 

 

Abraham (12:1-25:18), 

Isaac (25:19-26:35), 

Jacob (27:1-36:43), 

Joseph (37:1-50:26), 

 

 

 

GENESIS 1-2 -- THE CREATION EX NIHILO  

 

1.  Introduction  

 

The Creation account, as recorded in Genesis has been disputed and attacked for many 

centuries. The attacks have come from both the liberals and the neo-evangelicals.  

 

The liberals who do not consider the Bible as the infallible and inerrant Word of God, 

critique the account as merely the work of mortal man. Liberals like Julius Welhausen 

say that there are at least two accounts of creation in Genesis 1 and 2, and that these two 

accounts contradict one another [Prolegomena to the History of Ancient Israel, (New 

York, Meridian Books, 1957). Accordingly they conclude that the creation account,  
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may be regarded as an axiom of modern study that the descriptions (note the 

plural) of creation contained in the biblical records, and especially Gen. 1:1-2:4a, 

are permanently valuable only in so far as they express certain religious truths 

which are still recognized as such. To seek for even a kernel of historical fact in 

such cosmogonies is inconsistent with a scientific point of view (Encyclopedia 

Bibliaca 1, s.v. by Zimmern and Cheyne, "Creation"). 

 

The neo-evangelicals are so-called conservatives who accept Darwin's hypothesis of the 

origin of species and say that this is the method God used to create mankind. They claim 

that this position fits well with both the biblical account and the "facts" of science.  

Hence views such as theistic evolution and progressive creationism have arisen to 

confuse and deceive the unsuspecting Christian. 

 

Lately, due to the numerous archaeological findings of ancient documents, the creation 

account has been compared and then concluded as just one of the many ancient myths 

propagated by the Jewish forefathers to "tell" their own people how the world and man 

came into existence. This is the mythological view. 

 

Are these merely differing views of creation and creation ex nihilo should not be regarded 

as a crucial and important doctrine for Christians to defend? The answer is a definite NO! 

This is a very important doctrine and must be carefully defended and guarded for the 

following reasons: 

 

a) The liberals' view attacks the inerrancy and infallibility of the Word of God. If God's 

word cannot be believed at the very beginning how can we know for certain that the 

rest of it is true or false? Scripture declares that, "All Scripture is given by inspiration 

of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness." (2 Tim. 3:16)  There is absolutely no error at all in all of Scripture. 

The same God who inspired His inerrant and infallible and Holy Word has also 

preserved the same Holy Word perfectly. The Bible affirms this clearly and has 

revealed this to us by God’s own Word. This perfect Word of God is also perfectly 

preserved for us throughout the ages. Psalms 12:6-7, “The words of the LORD are 

pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep 

them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.” And 

Matthew 5:18, “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 

tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matthew 24:35, “Heaven 

and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” John 10:35, “If he 

called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be 

broken;” The identity of this perfectly preserved Bible would be the Hebrew and 

Greek texts underlying the KJV. These were the texts in continuous circulation 

throughout the ages and used by God’s people. 

 

b) The neo-evangelical's position compromised the authority of Scripture because it 

places science at par with if not above the Bible. This undermines the fundamental 

belief of Sola Scriptura i.e. Scripture as the only and final authority of doctrine and 

practice, it being the very Word of God. 

 

c) The mythological view reduces Scripture to merely the works of man. It undermines 

the inspiration of Scripture.  
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d) How we understand the origin of the world affects our view of ourselves, our 

relationship to others, our values and our behaviour. For example, if we think that our 

ancestors are apes then man has every right to be wild and animal-like because he is 

merely following his forefathers. He will conveniently think that there is no final 

judgment and a just retribution for all his wicked deeds. 

 

 

II.  Creation Ex Nihilo -- the Wide Angle View (Gen. 1-2:3). 

 

A.  Genesis 1:1-2 -- God Begins His Creation 

 

The Initial Chaos Theory (Restitution Theory) 

 

1. This theory interprets Genesis 1:1 as a declaration that God created the 

heaven and the earth out of nothing. Gen. 1:2 further describes the 

creation of God as an unformed and unfilled mass.  

 

2. Those who hold this view regard verses 1 and 2 as a chronological 

unity but there is a gap in time between verses 2 and 3. Therefore Gen. 

1:3 is seen as God's first day of recreation. 

 

3. Calvin comments, "For Moses simply intends to assert that the world 

was not perfected as its commencement, in the manner in which it is 

now seen, than that it was created an empty chaos of heaven and earth 

[John Calvin, A Commentary on Genesis, trans. J. King, (London: 

Banner of Truth Trust, 1965), 69]." 

 

4. This view is to be rejected in toto as it has no biblical basis and it 

undermines the fact that God created the universe and earth in seven 

24 hour days. 

 

5. Out of this gap theory is the compromise view of the neo-evangelicals 

commonly known as theistic evolution. Professing Christians tried to 

marry secular science with the Bible. Out of it comes the teaching 

called theistic (God) evolution (billions of years old). God using the 

theory of evolution to bring this world into existence. The problem is 

that the dust of the ground which God used to create the first man 

Adam has to be allegorized to mean billions of years!  

 

6. Today, another view known as progressive creationism has been 

bandied around by some so-called conservative Christians trying to 

harmonize science with the Bible. The end result is another attack on 

the origin of the world, progressive creationism.  

 

Mark Van Bebber of Eden Communications explains, “Progressive 

Creationists take another approach. How do they insert billions-of-

years into the Bible? They change the meaning of "day" in the creation 

account - from a single rotation of the Earth, to a long, indefinite 

period of time (perhaps hundreds of millions of years each). 
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What happened during these long periods? Not all Progressive 

Creationists agree. Their opinions often hinge on whether they have a 

theologically liberal bent, or a conservative bent. The more liberal 

picture God as doing relatively little in the way of actual creative acts 

during the supposed billions of years of creation. God simply steps-in 

now and then, to create new life forms. The more conservative 

Progressive Creationists present God as doing many more creative 

miracles. That is, God creates the world in numerous progressive 

steps. That is why this belief is called "Progressive Creation" or 

"Process Creation." 

 

Although there is little widespread agreement among Progressive 

Creationists, they generally believe the following: 

 

The "Big Bang" is interpreted as God's way of producing stars and 

galaxies through billions-of-years of natural processes.  

 

The Earth and universe are billions of years old.  

 

The days of Creation were overlapping periods of millions and billions 

of years.  

 

Death and bloodshed have existed from the very beginning of Creation 

and were not the result of Adam's sin. Man was created after the vast 

majority of earth's history of life and death had already taken place.  

 

The flood of Noah was local, not global and it had little effect on the 

Earth's geology which represents billions of years of history.” 

[http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/edn-c009.html 

 

 

The Independent Clause View--The Traditional View 

 

1. God's first creative act begins in Genesis 1:1. This means that all 

things including angelic beings were created by God, without whom 

was not anything made that was made. Genesis 1:1 teaches very 

clearly that God created out of nothing since matter did not exist until 

God brought it into existence by the Word of His mouth as Genesis 1:1 

solemnly declares. Gen. 1:1 was the beginning of the first day of 

creation. In other words darkness as well as light were created by God. 

 

2. The book of Hebrews, which is replete with many quotations from the 

Old Testament and in particular from the Pentateuch, categorically 

states and interprets Genesis 1:1 this way: 

 

Hebrews 11:3 "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the 

word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do 

appear." (KJV) 
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B.  The Sequence of the Creation -- Gen. 1 

 

1.   The Listing of the Events 

 

1st day -  Gen. 1:1-5 - Heavens, Darkness, Light, Day and 

Night 

 

2nd day -  Gen. 1:6-8 - The Firmament Which Divides the 

Water Below from the Water Above 

 

3rd day -  Gen. 1:9-13 - Separation of Land and Sea and 

Creation of Vegetation 

 

4th day -  Gen. 1:14-19 - Sun, Moon and Stars for Times and 

for Seasons and for Days and Years 

 

5th day -  Gen. 1:20-23 - Fish, Amphibians, Reptiles, Birds 

 

6th day -  Gen. 1:24-31 - Animal Life and Man 

 

7th day -  Gen. 2:1-3 - God rested. 

 

 

2.  Understanding the Events 

 

a) The First Day -- Creation was without form and void not 

chaos. Job 38:4 says that God laid the foundation for the earth. 

Heb. 11:3 says that "through faith we understand that the 

worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which 

are seen were not made of things which do appear." 

 

The “heavens” in Gen. 1:1 includes the two heavens: the outer 

space "heaven"; and the realm of angels or the third heaven 

(the atmospheric heaven or first heaven was created on the 

Second Day in 1:8). Apparently, angels were created on the 

first day since Job 38:7 tells us that the angels were on hand to 

rejoice in the creation of the earth.  

 

Job 38:4-7 says, “Where wast thou when I laid the foundations 

of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.  Who hath 

laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath 

stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations 

thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof;  When 

the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God 

shouted for joy?” [emphasis added] 

 

Physical darkness was created by God (cf. Ps. 104:20-“Thou 

makest darkness, and it is night: wherein all the beasts of the 

forest do creep forth.”). Physical darkness did not come about 
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as a result of sin. Physical darkness simply means the absence 

of light. (Isa. 45:7). Isaiah 45:7 says, “I form the light, and 

create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do 

all these things.” 

 

The Light of Gen. 1:3 is not the sunlight that we see today 

since they were not created until the fourth day (Gen. 1:14-19). 

Whitcomb observes correctly that "this must be a different kind 

of light, located in one part of the empty universe so as to 

provide for a day-night cycle as the earth rotated on its axis 

every twenty-four hours. There are many different kinds of 

light, so we need not think that God was limited to the use of 

sunlight" (Whitcomb's Unpublished Class Notes, p. 2). 

 

Buswell, on the other hand, sees the light in Gen. 1:3 as light 

emitted from the sun (Buswell, vol. 1, 5). 

 

 

b) The Second Day -- On this day, God separated the waters 

above from the waters below with a firmament. This 

firmament, God called heaven. We are living in, feel, and see 

with our naked eyes in this atmosphere.  

 

Whitcomb says correctly, "Approximately half of the waters 

upon the earth were supernaturally elevated above the 

atmosphere, perhaps in the form of an invisible vapour. Such a 

vapour blanket would have trapped the earth's heat (the "green 

house effect") and would have provided a uniform tropical 

climate everywhere, until it collapsed upon the earth during six 

weeks of unprecedented universal rainfall at the time of the 

great Flood (Gen. 7:11), [Whitcomb, 3]. 

 

c) The Third Day -- On this day, the water on the earth was 

separated and dry land appeared. God called the land, Earth 

and the water, He called Seas. 

 

God continued by creating plant life: grass; herb yielding seed; 

and the fruit tree yielding fruit. 

 

Whitcomb observed that "Genesis not only contradicts this 

[Evolution] by dating the creation of marine life after the 

creation of plants and fruit trees (cf. 1:20), but also reveals that 

fruit trees were created already bearing fruit with seed in them! 

In other words, so far from allowing the idea that fruit trees 

evolved from marine organisms, the Scriptures indicate that the 

first fruit trees did not even grow from seeds! They were 

created full-grown as "mature" and "adult" organisms, with a 

superficial appearance of age (superficial in the sense that they 

outwardly appeared to have grown, but did not necessarily 

have growth rings within) [Whitcomb, 3]. 
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Buswell says, "The Scripture does not teach vegetation without 

the sun. There are many forms of vegetation both on the 

surface of the land and under the water, which grow luxuriantly 

in a warm, moist climate in diffused light without direct rays 

from the sun." (Buswell, vol. 1, 152). Buswell’s argument is 

based upon his belief that the world was not created in six 24 

hour day period. He believed that the days in Genesis one 

overlapped one another. To Buswell, the creation on the first 

day (long period of time) was not completed before the second 

day (long period of time) and the third and fourth and fifth and 

sixth days all began. The days mentioned in genesis was seen 

as more of a “new event” rather than the beginning of time. 

 

d) The Fourth Day -- On this day, God made the two great lights, 

the greater light (sun) to rule the day and the lesser light 

(moon) to rule the night. He also made the stars. 

 

Whitcomb rightly comments that, "In ancient times, too, men 

believed that the earth and living things on the earth owed their 

existence to the sun, and they actually worshiped the sun as a 

creation-god (Deut. 4:19; Job 31:26-28). In contrast to such 

views, Genesis reveals that the earth was created first, and the 

sun, moon, and stars were created three days later. In this 

startling way God makes it clear that He, and not the sun, is the 

earth's Creator, and that God is not dependent upon the sun 

either for the earth's material substance or for the sustaining of 

life (Whitcomb, 3)." 

 

Buswell, on the other hand, says, ". . . day four as a whole 

overlaps days three and five. It is not to be supposed that the 

natural and the creative processes involved in days three and 

five were at a standstill during day four. . . . the problem of 

sunlight is solved. The point of view is the earth and it would 

have been a long, long time after the creation of the earth 

before the atmosphere would be sufficiently clear so that the 

heavenly bodies would be visible to function as measures of 

time. True, day was distinguished from night within the first 

creative day, but "seasons" and "years" could not be 

determined until the sun was visible, nor could the solar days 

be marked precisely (Buswell, vol. 1, 153). 

 

e) The Fifth Day -- On this day, all sea living creatures and fowls 

of the air were created. The chicken or egg “dilemma” is NOT 

to be used by Christians who believe in creationism. God made 

that clear that it was the chicken that came first and then the 

egg. All the winged animals will now reproduce after their own 

kind. 
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f) The Sixth Day -- On this day, God created all the land 

dwelling animals including insects (creeping things cf. Lev. 

11:20-23). God also created man, both male and female, on this 

day. Man was made in the image of God after His likeness. The 

"image" and "likeness" of God is used synonymously to refer 

to man's spiritual resemblance to his God. Some of the 

attributes (communicable attributes) of God were given to man 

when man was made in God’s image. This would include self 

determination, creative powers, able to think and make 

conscious decisions and be held responsible for his actions, etc. 

 

Whitcomb says, "God thus placed a great chasm between man 

and the beast, for only man has the capacity for self-

consciousness, speech, moral discernment, fellowship, 

worship, and eternal life. Even after the Fall, man retains this 

image of God (cf. Gen. 9:6; Jas. 3:9) [Whitcomb, 5]. 

 

Man was commanded by God to be fruitful and multiply and to 

replenish (i.e. to fill) the earth. The word replenish does not 

imply that the world was previously depopulated and now God 

asked man to repopulate it. It simply means to fill the earth i.e. 

to populate it. 

 

The command to be fruitful and multiply means that family life 

was originally ordained of God before the Fall. It was not a 

result of the Edenic curse. (Note that in the last days false 

teachers will forbid marriage cf. 1 Tim. 4:1-3). 

 

Man was also given dominion over "the fish of the sea, and 

over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that 

moveth upon the earth (1:28)." Man was not meant to have 

dominion over man. This was so only after the Fall because of 

the sin of man. 

 

Whitcomb adds, "The extent of this original dominion of man 

over the animals cannot be imagined from present experience. 

 

Hebrews 2:8 states that “now we see not yet all things 

subjected to him” (in an inspired commentary on Ps. 8:4-8, 

which refers to the original dominion of Gen. 1).  

 

The best biblical commentary on what Adam's dominion was 

like is found in Isaiah 11:6-9, in its picture of the animal 

kingdom in its relation to man, following the removal of the 

Edenic Curse (cf. Rom. 8:20-22) [Whitcomb, 5]. 

 

Man was given all the food that he needs to live. All creatures 

of the earth, the beast of the field, the creeping things of the 

earth and the fowls of the air including man were to eat every 

herb and the fruits from fruit trees only. All were herbivorous.  
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NOTE:  Whitcomb’s view squares much better with the rest of 

Scripture than the view proposed by Buswell. When the 

biblical text is taken literally, Whitcomb has presented a more 

consistent argument. The light on the first day was temporal 

until the sun, the moon and the stars were created on the fourth 

day. Buswell’s explanation of the fourth day is clumsy. To say 

that the sun, moon and stars were viewed from the perspective 

of a man standing on the earth on that day when all the rest of 

the days of creation did not have this phenomenon and that 

man was not yet created till the sixth day means that Buswell’s 

view was forced. It was done to fit into his erroneous 

interpretation of the word “day”. The entire perspective must 

be seen from God’s view who was looking at His creation from 

a distance like a bird’s eye view.     

 

 

3.  God's Divine Attributes seen in Genesis 1 [Taken from article by 

Bruce Waltke, "The Creation Account in Genesis 1:1-3," part v, 

Bibliotheca Sacra 133/529 (Jan.-Mar., 1976)]. 

 

a) God's Greatness -- In Isa. 40:12 Isaiah says, "Who hath 

measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out 

heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth 

in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the 

hills in a balance?" 

 

NOTE: Isaiah says that God holds all the water of the sea in the 

hollow of one hand, and he measures the expanse of the sky 

with the outstretched fingers. Then Isaiah adds that God can 

take all the dust of the earth and pour it into His little basket (in 

a measure) and weigh all the mountains and hills on His scales. 

 

This is Isaiah's view of God's greatness based upon their 

limited view of the universe. What more the modern man with 

his greater knowledge of the universe. 

 

Quoting Waltke, "Today we know that our galaxy is spinning 

like a gigantic pinwheel extending for 104,000 light-years from 

one end to the other. Our sun is 25,000 light-years from the 

center of this gigantic spiral and rotates around its center once 

every one million years. Above and below the spiral of our 

galaxy are about one hundred clusters of stars with one million 

stars in each cluster, and some of them have a diameter of 16 

million miles. And to think that we are but part of one of 

thousands of galaxies! Certainly, God's vast creation reveals 

something of His own greatness (Waltke, 29)." 
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b) God's Wisdom -- In the sequence of the Creation we see God's 

wisdom displayed. God first established the supportive systems 

necessary for life and man's existence and then He filled them 

with moving and living creatures. 

 

NOTE: On the first three days, God overcame the lack of form, 

and on the next three days He overcame the emptiness of 

space. The model is taken from Ronald Youngblood's, "Moses 

and the King of Siam," Journal of the Evangelical 

Theological Society 16 (Fall, 1973):219. 

 

Unformed    Unfilled 

 

Day 1 Light   Day 4 Luminaries, 

Day 2 Water & Sky  Day 5 Fish & Birds 

Day 3 Land & Vegetation  Day 6 Beasts & Man 

 

The universe, with its order and beauty, is surely the product of 

a wise and creative God and not a haphazard product of chance 

e.g. Big Bang Theory. 

 

Isaiah 40:13-14 says, "Who hath directed the Spirit of the 

LORD, or being his counsellor hath taught him? With whom 

took he counsel and who instructed him, and taught him in the 

path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to 

him the way of understanding?" 

 

 

c) God's Goodness -- All that God created He called good. But 

more important is the fact that God gave them all to man as a 

gift. All creation was under the control and dominion of God, 

but God passed that privilege over to man when God created 

man, in His own image. Man was given the power to rule 

God’s creation. From the very beginning even before the Fall, 

he was to be God’s steward.  

 

Waltke comments, "The separation of the elements into their 

life supportive systems enabled man to live. The heavenly 

bodies not only served as an example of rulership but also 

served to enable man to observe the seasons and times as he 

took part in the historical process, in which sphere the Creator 

was pleased to display His other sublime moral attributes of 

justice, righteousness, grace, and truth. The animals were under 

man's sway, and the herbs, vegetation, and fruit provided for 

his physical needs. It was not good that man should be alone, 

and so God made him a counterpart equal with himself 

(Waltke, 33)." 

 

And God said all that He had created were VERY GOOD.  
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT  -Genesis ONE 

 

1. Is the doctrine that God created everything out of nothing a cardinal doctrine? Will I 

be called a heretic if I do not? 

 

2. What are some of the implications if I do not hold to the doctrine that God created out 

of nothing? 

 

3. On which day do you think God created the angels? Give reasons for your answers. 

 

4. When does the concept of a 24 hour day begin? 

 

5. What are the implications if I do or do not subscribe to the 24-hour day? 

 

6. Could God have done what Genesis 2 described all in a 24 hour day? 

 

 

 

THE INTERPRETATION OF DAY —A Summary of arguments 

 

The word "day" is used in three different ways in Genesis: (1) the 12-hour period of 

daylight, in 1:5, 14, 16, 18; (2) the normal 24-hour period of the earth's rotation; and (3) 

the entire creation week, 2:4. 

 

A.  The arguments for a 24-hour day, as stated by Whitcomb are: 

 

i) the use of the numerical adjectives in a historical narrative limits the term 

to a 24-hour period e.g. 2nd day, 3rd day, etc. 

 

ii) the qualifying phrase, "there was evening and there was morning" points 

to a 24-hour day-night cycle (cf. Dan. 8:14). 

 

iii) a creation week of six indefinite periods of time would hardly serve as a 

pattern for man's work week of six literal days (Exo. 20:11). 

 

iv) "Days" contrast with "years" (Gen. 1:14) as unchanging astronomic times 

units. 

 

v) "Day" must be literal in 2 Pet. 3:8 or the contrast between God and man is 

obscured. 

 

 

B.  The arguments in favour of a figurative day as given by Buswell (vol. I, 144ff.) 

are: 

 

i) The definition of the "figurative day" -- "it represents a period of time of 

undesignated length and unspecified boundaries, merging into other 

"days" or periods." 
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ii) Use of "figurative days" in Bible are common. e.g. Amos 5:18-20; 

9:11,13; 2 Thes. 2:3; 2 Pet. 3:8. 

 

iii) God's Sabbath is still continuing. -- Hebrews 4:1-11 refers to Gen. 2:1-3 

speaking about the "rest" of God. This is also a reference to Psa. 95:11 (cf. 

Num. 14:23). Gen. 2:2 says, "And . . . God rested on the seventh day from 

all his work which he had made." The conclusion of Heb. 4:9 is "There 

remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." This according to 

Buswell implies that God's Sabbath is still continuing., 

 

Quoting Buswell, "It is my suggestion that the seventh "day" of God's creative 

week, extends from the conclusion of the creation of man through all the course 

of the remaining history of this world until the creation of the `new heavens and 

the new earth,' when God will `create all things new'." 

 

The evidences for or/and against the interpretation of "day" must be weighed 

carefully. This is one of the many issues that an evolutionist will "jump" on and 

use it to argue for the evolutionary theory. 

 

Sadly there have been some "evangelicals" who subscribe to "Theistic Evolution". 

They say that God used the evolutionary method to bring about the creation of the 

universe including mankind. A loose interpretation of the "day" i.e. many aeons, 

will open to Bible to many forms of unscriptural interpretation. 

 

These attacks undermine the authority of the Bible in that they elevate "scientific" 

evidences including archaeology, to the same level with Holy Scripture. Sola 

Scriptura is our basis for the interpretation and understanding of Scripture. We 

use Scripture to interpret Scripture. No portion of Scripture will clash nor 

contradict nor conflict with another because there is only one Author, God 

Himself!! 

 

The Book of Genesis has been under the attack of liberals for centuries and will 

continue to come under the attack because it reveals to sinful man what he does 

not want to know. MAN'S TRUE ORIGIN!! 

 

God created man and his environment sinless and perfect. He did not originate 

from apes or from an amoeba. As a creature, he must therefore answer to his 

Creator for his every deed. Fallen man does not like this. For this involves 

impending judgment and punishment. Sinful man prefers to be the "the Captain of 

his own destiny." 

 

Remember the words of the apostle Paul who says, "For we wrestle not against 

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places (Eph. 6:12)." 

 

The doctrine of the Creation is NOT a minor doctrine. It is a major doctrine, 

which, if compromised, will undermine the very foundations of the gospel 

message. 
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I I I.  Creation Ex Nihilo -- THE TELEPHOTO VIEW (Gen. 2:4 -25) 
 

While Genesis 1 focuses on the sequence and chronology of creation, Genesis 2 

focuses on the sixth day. The sixth day includes the creation of man and woman 

and the beasts of the earth and every creeping thing. It is NOT a second alternate 

account of the Creation. 

 

A.  The Term "Generations" in Genesis 2:4 
 

1) This phrase "the generations of" simply means "the history of" -- 

Genesis 2:4 ("These are the generations of the earth") is the first of ten 

section-headings in Genesis. The other references are: 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 

11:10; 11:27; 25:12; 25:19; 36:1; 37:2. This phrase "the generations 

of" (Hebrew-“to-la-doth”) divides the book into eleven parts. Simply 

understood the term “to-la-doth” means "the history of". 

 

2) Genesis 2 is a recount of the creation with a telephoto focus on the 

sixth day -- Leupold comments about the term, "It never tells how 

things or persons came into being. It tells what happened after such 

things or such persons had appeared on the seen [Leupold, Exposition 

of Genesis, vol. 1, (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1958), 110]. 

Genesis 2 is, therefore, a recount of the creation with a telephoto focus 

on the sixth day. The focus is on man and woman. The LORD reveals 

how man and woman were made in relation to one another. 

 

3) The analysis of Genesis 1 and 2 [Adapted from Harold G. Stigers', A 

Commentary on Genesis, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing 

House, 1976), 65]:, 

 

 

 

Chapter 1 Chapter 2 

the work of each of six days described only one "day" is in view 

detail mention of the creation of plants 

and animals 

no mention of the creation of plants and 

animals, only a passing ref. 

no mention of Eden animals and plants already part of 

existing creation and description Garden 

of Eden. 

no mention of probation of Adam Adam's probation is mentioned i.e. the 

test of obedience vis-à-vis salvation by 

god works. 

 

Thus the heading, "the generations of the heaven and of the earth" introduces the 

divine record of what happened in the heavens and the earth because of the Fall 

i.e. sin (Stigers, 64). 
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B.  The Covenant of Works -- Gen. 2:5-25 

 

This is the second half of the covenant perceived in the command in 1:26: 

"have dominion."  

 

Although the phrase "covenant of works" is not stated here, "it is 

presumed that the matching half is the necessity for Adam to bring himself 

into the subjugation to the will of God in all things, an `arrangement' 

otherwise titled the `covenant of works' whereby if he fulfilled 

successfully the probationary exercise, he would be confirmed in 

righteousness. (Stigers, 64)" This will be explained further as we go along. 

 

NOTE: The fact that the probationary exercise was given to Adam implies 

that he was able to keep and fulfill it. 

 

1.  Adam, God's unique creature -- Gen. 2:7 

 

a)  The LORD God formed man (Hebrew-Adam) out of the 

dust of the ground -- Gen. 2:7a. The word “formed” has the 

idea of a potter carefully shaping and molding a pottery. It 

was done with care and delicately.  

 

i) Theistic evolutionists claim that the "dust" is 

symbolic of the animal kingdom from which Adam evolved 

physically.  

 

 Quoting Paul Seely, "Genesis 2 and 3 are not a literal 

account of a miracle. At the points where supernaturalism 

enters the narrative (2:7, 8, 15, 19, 21, 22; 3:8, 21, 24), the 

language is anthropomorphic. Literal interpretation would 

reduce the creator to a creature with hands, lungs, and 

legs, . . . Standard hermeneutics forces us to give up the 

naive literal interpretation of Genesis 2 and 3. Genesis 2 

and 3 are purely symbolic ["Adam and Anthropology: A 

Proposed Solution," Journal of the American Scientific 

Affiliation  22 (1970):89]. 

 

 Harold Ockenga, a neo-evangelical, writes, "God created 

man and at some point, regardless of whether He used an 

animal whom He had already created, He bridged the gap 

by breathing into man the breath of life, thus making him in 

His own image [Woman Who Made Bible History, 

(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1962), 12]." 

 

ii) Conservative Response -- John J. Davis comments 

about the impossibility of the above neo-evangelical view, 

"This view cannot be maintained in the light of the obvious 

meaning of the Hebrew text. Dust cannot be a symbol for 

animal life. It is the inanimate, inorganic material which we 
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know as soil, or earth. Even after God had formed a human 

body from it, it was inanimate and lifeless, requiring God to 

breath life into it. . . .. Theistic evolutionists contend that 

the Bible's symbolic history of man's origin is primarily 

concerned not with anthropology or science but with 

theology. If this is true, then the Bible has very little to 

contribute to our understanding of man and to a resolution 

of the human dilemma [Paradise to Prison, Grand Rapids: 

Baker Book House, 1975), 77]." 

 

 

b)  Breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became 

a living thing -- Gen. 2:7b 

 

i) Just as God breathed the heavens into existence by 

His omnipotent Word (Psa. 33:6), and later breathed the 

Scriptures into existence (2 Tim. 3:16), so now God 

breathed life into a lifeless body. 

 

ii) The "living soul" could be translated "living 

creature." This same phrase appears in 1:20-21 to refer to 

the animals. 

 

In other words Adam could not have been a living creature 

of any kind until he "became" one on this occasion. This 

happened on day six. However, Adam and Eve were made 

in the image of God as Genesis 1:26-28 revealed. Genesis 2 

explains the method on HOW man and woman were made 

in the image of God. Whereas Genesis 1:26-28 reveals the 

unique result (WHAT) of this creation of God.   

 

 

2.  Eden, God's Unique Dwelling -- Gen. 2:8-14 

 

a) God planted a Garden in Eden for Adam to dwell. Eden 

need not mean a particular place like a place with a specific 

address. It does not have a definite article attached and 

literally means a "plain." It is a general location like a 

plain. It is a real place. From the Garden, flowed a river 

which branched off into four tributaries. The detail 

description of the Garden points to the reality of the test 

that God gave to Adam. 

 

Genesis 2:10-14 (KJV) , “And a river went out of Eden to 

water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and 

became into four heads. The name of the first is Pison: that 

is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where 

there is gold; And the gold of that land is good: there is 

bdellium and the onyx stone. And the name of the second 

river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole 
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land of Ethiopia.  And the name of the third river is 

Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. 

And the fourth river is Euphrates.”  

 

b) Location of Eden -- The exact location of Eden is 

impossible to determine as the Garden was destroyed by 

the global Flood. The global Flood transformed the 

topography of the entire earth. The names of the present 

Rivers in the Fertile Crescent region, Euphrates and Tigris 

(Hiddekel), were probably names given by Noah after two 

of the rivers which he remembered from the Flood.  

 

c) The Trees of Life and of Knowledge of Good and Evil -- 

God caused the trees to grow in the Garden and in the midst 

of the Garden were two trees. The Tree of Life which when 

taken will give man eternal life (3:22); and the Tree of 

Knowledge of Good and Evil which when taken means 

death, i.e. spiritual, physical and ultimately the second 

death (2:16-17).  

 

The key phrases to note in verse 16 is the word “every tree” 

and “thou mayest freely eat.” All the trees in the Garden 

Adam and Eve were told to eat as much as they like. The 

magnanimity of God’s grace toward man is emphasized 

here. This is seen in the phrase “thou mayest freely eat.” 

This is the strongest way of emphasizing a point when the 

infinitive and imperfect of the same word are placed side 

by side one after another with the former preceding the 

latter. In other words, the LORD says to Adam that you can 

absolutely and freely eat to your heart’s content!  

 

The key phrases to note in verse 17 are the contrasts. The 

limitation God placed on Adam and Eve as they lived and 

worked in the Garden. God warned Adam with a strong 

prohibition that from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 

Evil, Adam must never eat. The strength of this prohibition 

is the same as that found in the Decalogue i.e. the Ten 

Commandments. The moment (the word for day has no 

definite article) he eats it, he will die. Not only will Adam 

die, but he will surely, definitely and absolutely die! The 

strength of the certainty of dying is the same as used in 

verse 16 that commands Adam to absolutely eat. The verb 

to die appears in the infinitive and imperfect with the 

former preceding the latter. Adam was placed in the Garden 

by God to pass this test of obedience. Adam has not sinned 

yet. However, he possessed the knowledge (cognitive) of 

sin although he did not have the knowledge (experiential) 

of sin. If we say that Adam did not have the cognitive o sin, 

then he would have understood the test. The test can only 

be real if Adam understood what sin and obedience meant.  
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3.  The Probation of Adam -- Gen. 2:15-17 

 

a) The probation was real -- the reality of the probation of 

Adam was real and actual as signified by the detail 

description of the Garden in which Adam was placed. How 

long the probation lasted before the Fall, we are not told. 

 

b) The fact of the probation is obvious -- this was seen in that 

the alternative to death was life. This was symbolized by 

the partaking of the tree of life.  

 

c) Both trees formed part of the Covenant of Works – 

Although the word “covenant” was not used throughout 

both the Old and New testaments to describe this event, it 

does not mean that this event did not possess the elements 

of a covenant. The elements include -- the parties, the 

promise, the conditions, and the penalty. 

 

The parties -- were God and Adam which include Adam's 

posterity. God is presented as properly exercising His 

prerogative as the lawgiver and Adam as the law-observer. 

Covenant made between Adam and his posterity because of 

two reasons: (i) parallel between Christ and the redeemed 

(Rom. 5:12-19; 1 Cor. 15:11, 47); and (ii) Sin and death 

abides on Adam's posterity because of his sin (Rom. 5:17-

19). Adam was the federal head of mankind. He 

represented all humanity in this test. If he passed the test, 

all humanity passed it too. If he fails, all humanity failed 

with him. This is the representative principle. This same 

representative principle also applies when the second 

Adam, Jesus Chris, died for our sins. The difference is in 

the scope. In the case of the 1
st
 Adam, it was ALL mankind 

that feel into sin. In the case, of the 2
nd

 Adam only those 

whom God has chosen   

 

The validity of the covenant was seen in that the promised 

benefits of the covenant were wholly to Adam’s advantage. 

 

The promise -- was life, inasmuch as the opposite was 

death through disobedience; life would have come through 

obedience. This is further supported by the parallel that 

through the obedience of one, life came to many believers 

(Rom. 5:12-19). 

 

The condition -- was perfect obedience to the divine 

command (Gal. 3:10), but the particular command in itself 

was in the area of morally indifferent things, the fruit itself 

having no moral character. What it means is that the fruit 

was ordinary fruit and not a poisonous one. God gave 

special significance to this particular tree and called it a tree 
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of knowledge of good and evil. If this fruit was examined 

under a microscope or put to some laboratory tests, we will 

find that it is ordinary fruit like any fruit. However, this 

fruit has a spiritual rather than a physical significance 

because God gave it significance. The composition of the 

fruit has not changed at all. It was a spiritual change and 

not a physical one.  

 

Q. Do we have something similar in our time today?  

 

The penalty -- was death, first moral and spiritual, for 

Adam learned what it was to be in bondage to corruption 

(Rom. 5:16, 17) and to be alienated from God (Rom. 5:10, 

12; cf. Gen. 3:9, 10); secondly, physical death, actual 

physical death, for in time Adam died (5:5) as do all his 

posterity; thirdly, if Adam did not find the Saviour Jesus 

Christ to be his Saviour during his sojourner on earth, then 

ultimately, he will experience the second death. 

 

 

4.  Adam Received a Helper, Eve -- Gen. 2:18-25 

 

a) The first time in the history of creation, God said, "It is not 

good . . ." -- God did not design Adam to be alone. God 

knew that it was not good for man to be alone but man did 

not know it yet. So God requested Adam to name the 

animals and birds that were brought to him two by two. 

After he named all the birds and animals, which God had 

already created earlier on days 5 and part of 6, he realized 

his "incompleteness".  

 

Genesis 2:18-20, “And the LORD God said, It is not good 

that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet 

for him.  And out of the ground the LORD God formed 

every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and 

brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: 

and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that 

was the name thereof.  And Adam gave names to all cattle, 

and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; 

but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.” 

 

NOTE: the creation of beasts is in the pluperfect (Perfect in the 

Hebrew i.e. the beasts were created first) since this had preceded 

the creation of Adam]. 

 

b) Adam demonstrated his dominion -- The action of Adam 

by which he gave the names to the creatures is a clear 

demonstration of his dominion like parents naming their 

children. It also shows man's perceptive ability of thinking, 

and reasoning personality. Adam was no robot. He was a 
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free man making free decisions. Thus he was able to 

undergo the probation given to him. He had been given 

perfect freedom by God to freely choose what he should 

and should not eat! Only one tree Adam was commanded 

by God NEVER to ea and all other trees, Adam was freely 

commanded to eat. 

 

c) Adam stands unique among the living creatures -- There 

was no creature from which Adam could find 

companionship. There was no suitable "helper like 

himself". There was no help meet suitable for him even 

after he named all the animals and birds. Note that all these 

creatures were perfect and not corrupted by sin at that time. 

There was no fear placed in these animals yet.  

 

 The context suggests one of two possibilities can provide a 

helper for Adam. The first was from the animals which 

Adam named. The second was that an equal like himself 

needed to provide Adam with a companionship unique only 

to man. A companionship that involves the sharing of life, 

hope, aspirations and joy in the most intimate way where 

two persons become one. Eve was taken from the side-rib 

of man to become the female counter-part of the male. 

 

d) Adam and Eve were created as a duality in unity -- The 

significance for the marriage union did not originate from 

man. It came from God (cf. Matt. 19:4, 5). After this was 

revealed to Adam, he taught it to his posterity (This was 

known from the beginning as Matt. 19:4-5 taught). 

Marriage was established by God for the blessing of man 

and for his harmonious continuity. 

 

God meant man to have only one wife. It was to be a 

monogamous relationship (cf. Matt. 19:8 -- from the 

beginning it was not so). Having multiple wives or 

concubines is a sin. The emphasis is not one of marital 

status but one of loving only one wife. The Bible is very 

clear on this as part of the requirement for eldership. Man’s 

problem after the fall is to love more than one woman at the 

same time. That is why God commanded the Christian 

husband to love only his wife as Christ loved His church. 

 

It was to be heterosexual relationship. God made Adam and 

Eve not Adam and Steve. A male and a female!! The sin of 

homosexuality will always be a heinous sin no matter how 

man might want to define it. Leviticus 18:22 reveals that 

this sin is an abomination to God. 
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Marriage was meant to be permanent. The husband and the 

wife are united spiritually and physically. They shall 

become one flesh! (cf. 2:25; Matt. 19:4-6; Eph. 5:22-33).  

 

The husband is to be head of the wife. The reason is that 

Adam was created first (1 Cor. 11:8,9; 1 Tim. 2:13); and 

"Eve was created as a partner for Adam, one who 

complemented him and corresponded to him" (Davis, 79). 

 

 

 C. The Creator is the Triune God 
 

1. The God of Creation is the Triune God -- Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. -- As John Whitcomb says "For the sake of convenience, we 

may say that the Father planned the creation, the Son spoke the 

creative word, and the Spirit carried out and finished the work of 

creation (Gen. 1:2)." [Whitcomb's Unpublished Class Notes on 

Genesis, 1989, p. 1]  

 

2. Does the generic name "Elohim" declare the existence of the 

Trinity? The term includes, as a plural, all persons in the Trinity 

but itself does not declare the fact. There is a plurality of persons. 

It is a title not a name. It denotes either "THE 

INTENSIFICATION OF THE ORIGINAL MEANING, OR IS A 

PLURAL OF THAT MAJESTY WHICH IS DEITY." 

 

3. The NT reveals that Jesus Christ was also the Creator -- (John 1:3; 

Col. 1:16, Heb. 1:3). Therefore we should not divide too sharply 

the different roles played by the Triune God in the creation.  All 

three persons in the Godhead were involved in the Creation. 

 

 Beyond the fact that Elohim is the Creator, two other things stand 

out in Genesis 1:1-2: GOD IS PRESENTED AS A FACT, NOT A 

MANUFACTURED THING; and HE EXISTED BEFORE THE 

EARTH AND HEAVENS BEGAN AND FROM HIM 

PROCEEDS ALL HISTORY.  

 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT  -Genesis TWO 

 

1. Do you think that it is "fair" that all mankind are born sinners because Adam sinned? 

 

2. How many types of covenants are there in the Bible? What are the implications of a 

covenant? 

 

3. "Man and woman became one flesh" when they get married. What is the significance 

of this truth in today's modern concept of marriage? How does our understanding of 

this truth help us grasp the full impact of committing sexual sins? 
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IV. THE TEMPTATION AND THE FALL OF MAN (Gen. 3)  

 

A.  Introduction  
 

From perfection to imperfection is the sum of what transpired between 

Genesis 2 and 3. Genesis 3 describes the sad and true Fall of man. Man 

was given everything he ever needed. He was placed in a perfect 

environment with a perfect helper. But this perfect atmosphere will be 

shattered forever by one single act. The Bible calls this act SIN. 

 

But God did not leave man with no hope of redemption. In the midst of 

darkness and death God send a glimmer of light and hope to fallen man. 

Yes, man must pay for his sin by toil and death, but God's mercy and 

grace stepped into "gear" the moment man sinned against Him. We have 

the very important text of Genesis 3:15 "AND I WILL PUT ENMITY 

BETWEEN THEE AND THE WOMAN, AND BETWEEN THY SEED 

AND HER SEED; IT SHALL BRUISE THY HEAD AND THOU 

SHALT BRUISE HIS HEEL." This verse promises a coming Savior 

whom we know is the Lord Jesus Christ and the identity of that woman is 

the virgin Mary. 

 

 

The rest of the Bible from here onwards will reveal to us the sinful 

rebellious state of man and also God's plan of salvation for mankind. But 

the primary purpose of God's revelation is that we might know HIM, thus 

glorifying and enjoying Him forever (cf. Q. 1, Westminster Larger and 

Shorter Catechism). 

 

 

 

B.  The Temptation -- Gen. 3:1-5 
 

1.  THE TEMPTER 

 

a. Identity is momentarily obscured -- by the use of the 

SERPENT. This was an actual snake that Satan used as an 

instrument to speak through it. 

 

 The contention that it is biologically impossible for a 

serpent to speak is not relevant. Satan the master deceiver 

was certainly capable of making the serpent speak. 

 

 Satan who had already been cast down from heaven for 

being like the Most High (Isa. 14:12-14) used this subtle 

and beautiful animal which apart from Satan was not evil. 

 

 Satan is not mentioned in Gen. 3:1 but the WORDS of the 

serpent is in character with the "father of lies" (Jn. 8:44). 

When discussing the last days and the activities of Satan, 
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John the apostle called him "that old serpent, called the 

Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world . . .." 

(Rev. 12:9; cf. Rev. 20:2; 1 Jn. 3:8). 

 

 Satan fell because of his arrogance and pride. He was not 

satisfied with being the foremost angel. He resolved to 

ascend into heaven and exalt his throne above the stars of 

God. God immediately judged Lucifer and he was cast 

from his position in heaven (cf. Isaiah 14:12-15; Rev. 

12:14; Luke 10:18). 

 

b. More subtil than any beast -- Moses described the serpent 

as "more subtil than any beast of the field." "Subtil" means 

“essentially crafty, or shrewd, or sensible (BDB, 791)." 

This cleverness is either for good (Prov. 12:16, 23; 13:16; 

14:8, 15, 18; 22:3; 27:12) or evil (Job 5:12; 15:5). 

 

Good or evil in the serpent is debatable in some circles. E. 

J. Young says it is evil, "The word subtil is evidently used 

with respect to what follows, where the words spoken by 

the serpent tempt the woman and lead her into moral evil. It 

is this fact which throws the light upon the meaning. And in 

the light of this fact it would seem that the subtlety is 

something which could belong only to a responsible being. 

No mere snake could of itself display the craftiness and 

cunning which manifest themselves in the subsequent 

discourse with Eve [Genesis 3, (London: Banner of Truth 

Trust, 1966), 9]." 

 

Leupold on the other hand says that it was good, "This was 

purely harmless cleverness, after the pattern of Matthew 

10:16. Such cleverness may well make this creature the 

most subtle vehicle of Satan's evil devices. From all this it 

dimly appears that the chief agent is a spirit of an unusual 

power and cleverness ad clearly to a fallen spirit 

[Exposition on Genesis, vol. 1, (Grand Rapids: Baker Book 

House, 1958), 142-43]." 

 

I think the cleverness of the serpent was that of the good 

kind. It was created by God and it was perfect since sin had 

not entered creation yet. Satan simply used it because it 

was the most attractive and cleverest of all the beasts of the 

field. 

 

 

2.  THE METHOD 

 

a.  Doubt on God's Word -- Gen. 3:1-3 
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The serpent approached Eve both cleverly and subtly. 

There was no brash denial or bitter denunciation. It was 

apparently clothed in the form of an innocent inquiry. 

READ Gen. 3:1. 

 

Satan was wise enough to wait till Eve was alone. She had 

no support from her husband. The word "YEA" literally 

means "REALLY THAT or INDEED THAT." The sense 

would be "Is it really true that . . . ?" This suggests that God 

was not being completely fair to both Adam and Eve, 

despite the fact that He had granted them access to all other 

trees. The question attacks THE SANCTITY AND 

APPROPRIATENESS OF GOD'S WORD. The real 

tragedy is not that Eve was tempted or that she listened to 

the question and examined its implications, but that SHE 

WAS INCLINED TO AGREE WITH THE SUBTLE 

ATTACK ON GOD. 

 

Eve's reply fell short of what God actually said in these 

areas: 

 

i) failed to add that man could freely eat of every tree 

in the garden (cf. 2:16), thus emphasizing the negative 

rather than the positive. She failed to count her blessings! 

 

ii) failed to name the one tree the fruit of which man 

was forbidden to eat. 

 

iii) she added to God's prohibition (cf. 2:17) by saying 

that man could not even "touch" the fruit. 

 

iv) she weakened God's warning of punishment for 

obedience. She implied that DEATH might follow whereas 

God explicitly said that DEATH will SURELY follow. 

 

Did Eve know that she was being tempted? Since this was her first 

temptation, how could she have understood that her very 

relationship with God was being threatened? Eve was according to 

the NT deceived (cf. 1 Tim. 14). But she was not totally naive. She 

knew well the goodness and care of God, whose beautiful creation 

surrounded her. She and Adam undoubtedly communed with God 

and recognized the glory of His presence. Certainly Eve 

recognized that serpents do not speak, knowing that man alone is 

capable of rational judgment and communication. But the animal's 

question was so enticing that she overlooked the unnaturalness of 

the situation.  

 

The result was the most disastrous dialogue in the history of the 

human race. 
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b.  Denial of God's Word -- Gen. 3:4-5, 

 

The moment the serpent secured a response from Eve, he 

was ready to openly criticize God and the condition which 

He had given the first human couple. 

 

Satan did not challenge the quality of the tree or God's right 

to restrict man from its fruit; he denied God's promise of 

punishment (cf. Gen. 3:4). [THE HEBREW 

CONSTRUCTION IS EXTREMELY EMPHATIC, JUST 

AS EMPHATIC AS THAT OF GOD'S PROMISE TO 

PUNISH DISOBEDIENCE.] Note -- THE FIRST 

DOCTRINE TO BE DENIED WAS THAT OF 

JUDGMENT. 

 

Satan promised that their eyes will be opened (3:5). But he 

did not tell them that their eyes will be opened TO SEE 

ALL THINGS IN THE LIGHT OF THEIR OWN 

REBELLION AND WICKEDNESS. 

 

"Be as gods (GOD — “elohiym” could mean either gods or 

God)" -- Eve knew of no other God except God. There 

were no idols then since there was no sin. The word "gods" 

or "God" comes from the same word "Elohim" in Hebrew. 

Satan left several impressions by his subtle insinuations: 

 

i) that the knowledge of good and evil was what made 

God, God; 

 

ii) that Adam and Eve were capable of knowing good 

and evil perfectly and completely like God and thus 

become like God. 

 

iii) that God was jealous of His knowledge of good and 

evil and of His unique place in the universe. 

 

The truth was that Adam and Eve could never attain to God's 

knowledge of good and evil because, in part, to know evil they had 

to sin, something which God had never done and something which 

would be fatal to their experiential knowledge of good. Up to this 

point in time Adam had only experienced experiential knowledge 

of good but not evil or sin.  

  

 

V.  THE FALL  -- Gen. 3:6-4:26 
 

A.  THE SEQUENCE OF THE FALL  -- 3:6 
 

1) It was good for food -- Eve went to the center of garden and gazed 

at the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. She noticed that it 
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was good for food. The sight of the fruits on the tree excites her 

taste buds. She might think "WHY WOULD GOD WANT TO 

KEEP ME FROM EATING IT? THE FRUITS THERE ARE 

JUST AS EDIBLE AS THE REST!! WHY CAN I NOT EAT 

FROM IT? THE SERPENT MUST BE RIGHT GOD 

PROBABLY DOES NOT WANT ME TO BE LIKE HIM. This is 

the sin of the LUST OF THE FLESH (cf. 1 Jn. 2:16) 

 

2) It was pleasant to the eyes -- The tree was pleasant to Eve's eyes. 

The pleasantness of the tree probably caused Eve to dwell on the 

possibility of knowledge rather than the horrible consequence of 

death. The fruit did not only look edible but it was inviting. It was 

very appealing to the eyes. The apostle John calls it "THE LUST 

OF THE EYES." (1 Jn. 2:16) 

 

3) It can make one wise -- Eve did not stop at just admiring the 

beauty of the fruit, she went forward and took it and ate it. She 

wanted to become wise i.e. to be like God. This is the sin of the 

PRIDE OF LIFE. 

 

NOTE # 1: The sequence of the Fall remains the same today -- E.g. 

 

a) Achan saw that the spoils of war were good and beautiful, 

then he coveted them in his heart and he took them in the end 

(Josh. 7:21). 

 

b) David's sin with Bathsheba against God was of a similar 

nature. He saw Bathsheba bathing and it was pleasant to his eyes. 

Then he coveted her and he took her (2 Sam. 11:2-4). 

 

# 2:  The sequence of the temptation of Jesus was also the same --  

 

In Matt. 4:3, Satan demands that Christ satisfies His hunger by 

turning stones into bread. Satan quoted only half of the OT text (cf. 

Deut. 8:3). Jesus completed the whole text and puts the whole 

picture together. JESUS REJECTED THE APPEAL TO FULFILL 

THE LUST OF THE FLESH. A legitimate desire becoming lust 

when appeased "out of context" of God’s will. 

 

In Matt. 4:6, the second temptation was the quotation of most of 

the OT text with the last words of the text missing. Jesus was 

charged by Satan that he should jump from the high pinnacle. God 

will surely hold you up just as He promised. Such a temptation 

appeals to the LUST OF THE EYES. To obey Satan in such a 

grandiose act would be putting God to the test i.e. tempt God. It is 

presumptuous to assume that God would hold you up when He did 

not say He would. 

 

The third instance (Matt. 4:9) was a demand by Satan that Christ 

worshiped him. Christ was promised all the glories of the world 
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with its wealth and power. Jesus rebuked him and did not succumb 

to the appeal of "THE PRIDE OF LIFE". 

 

 

4) Adam sinned after Eve -- When Eve sinned "death had not passed 

unto all men yet." After Adam sinned against God then "death 

passed unto all men, for that all have sinned" (Rom.5:12). Adam 

was the representative man, not Eve. 

 

In the case of Adam, Scripture tells us that Adam was not deceived 

by the serpent, Eve was. Adam chose separation from God rather 

than separation from Eve (cf. 1 Tim. 2:14). 

  

The FOUR states of man in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation –  

 

Man can sin (before Fall) -> Man cannot not sin (after Fall) -> Man can, not sin (after 

salvation) -> Man cannot sin (after glorification) 

 

B.  THE EFFECTS OF THE FALL -- 3:7-24 

 

1.  Effects On the Human Race 

 

a) A sense of guilt (v. 7) -- Indeed the eyes of Adam and Eve 

were opened just as Satan promised (cf.3:5). They saw 

themselves as sinners and lost their original purity and 

beauty. They were ashamed of themselves. They became 

like God in that their nature was now fixed. God was 

confirmed in holiness whereas man was confirmed in 

sinfulness. 

 

Seeing their nakedness in a "new" light, they experienced 

shame and disgrace. They attempted to replace their radiant 

garment of innocence with fig leaves. What a futile attempt 

by man in covering his shame and sin. This has not 

changed through the centuries. Man’s "good deeds" are like 

the "figs leaves" worn by Adam and Eve, which the Bible 

calls filthy rags (cf. Isa. 64:6) These can never cover the 

sins of man. 

 

b) Separation from God (vs. 8-13) -- Man now hides from 

God. He cannot walk with his head held high anymore. He 

must walk with his head hanging down in shame and 

sorrow. 

 

The hearing of God's footstep aroused fear instead of joyful 

anticipation. This is ANTHROPOMORPHISM. Their fear 

was seen in not wanting to accept responsibility for their 

actions. They blamed each other. From bone of my bones 

to BONE OF CONTENTION! 
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God always takes the initiative in drawing man back unto 

Himself. He did it here from the moment man sinned 

against Him and He continues to do so today. Man changed 

but we thank God that He is the same Yesterday, Today 

and Forever. 

 

One of the marks of fallen nature is that man does not like 

to see himself for what he really is, a sinful creature. He 

refuses to assess his own guilt. Adam and Eve were guilty 

for their actions and they know very well that they must 

pay the penalty for their sins. 

 

 

2.  Effects On the Serpent (3:14-15) 

 

a) Creation fell with the sin of Man -- This was clear from 

Rom. 8:20 and Jer. 12:4. The whole animal kingdom was 

affected by the Edenic curse. But the serpent was cursed 

above all the cattle and every beast of the field. He will 

crawl on its belly and eat dust all the days of his life. The 

effects of this curse will remain even in the millennium 

(Isa. 65:25). This provides a grim reminder of the fall of 

man. Isaiah 65:25, “The wolf and the lamb shall feed 

together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and 

dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor 

destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.” 

 

b) Satan will be completely defeated – The defeat will come 

via the "seed of a woman". Gen. 3:15 is the first gospel. It 

is called the protevangelium. In this verse God was not 

directing His attention on the serpent but to the one who 

was behind the whole scheme, Satan himself. This 

protevangelium prophesied that the Messiah (Greek--

Christ) would deliver a death blow to Satan but in so doing 

the Messiah would suffer death Himself. The seed of a 

woman has to be a male as seen in "his" heel of Gen. 3:15b. 

"Seed of a woman" is a clear reference to Christ see Gal. 

3:16, 19; Rev. 12:1-5), and He came to destroy the works 

of the Devil (Heb. 2:14; 1 Jn. 3:8). 

 

Galatians 3:16, “Now to Abraham and his seed were the 

promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but 

as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” 

 

 

3.  Effects On the Woman (3:16) 

 

a) An increase of pain in birthing -- The woman who were 

commanded to increase and multiply, making repeated 

conception a blessing, will now become a curse. Sin has 
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made it so. A curse in that there will be great pain prior to 

childbirth. The pain will multiply. In other words Eve 

would still have experienced some pain in childbirth 

BEFORE the fall if she had given birth then. However the 

pain would increase from henceforth.  

 

b) The woman will “yearn” to dominate her man -- The verb 

"desire" connotes a strong want where that person would 

run after something or violently crave it. The woman will 

have her psychological imbalance overturned against her in 

that she will find within herself an overpowering yearning 

for man. This yearning is not sexual in nature but rather one 

of domination. She will now have a desire to usurp the 

authority of man in the home and later in the church of God 

(cf. 1 Tim 2:9-15). NOTE: The word "desire" occurs also in 

Gen. 4:7 which has sin as the subject of the verb which 

means that sin was about to overwhelm Cain. Note that the 

phrases in both instances are almost identical. 

 

c) Woman will be ruled by man -- God imposed this order on 

society because of sin. This will be the chain of authority in 

a sinful society. Without it there will be chaos. The word 

"desire" is the same word used in 4:7 which describes a 

usurpation of man's authority esp. in the home. This is seen 

clearly in today's context. 

 

NT teaches that it is a sin for a Christian woman to withhold 

obedience and for her Christian husband to withhold love and 

kindness (cf. 1Cor. 11:3; 14:34; Eph. 5:24, 25; Titus 2:3-5; 1 Pet. 

3:1, 5, 6, etc.). 

 

 

4. Effects On the Man (3:17-19) 

 

a. By the sweat of his brow will he make a living -- The 

judgment upon man focuses on his environment. The curse 

will not be on the man directly. The ground from which 

man needs to work and earn his living will be cursed 

instead. There will be thorns and thistles. The reason is that 

man is married to the land. Without the land man will die.  

 

b. Man was reminded of his mortality -- Man will die and 

return to the dust from which he was created. He will toil 

for the rest of his life till the day he dies. The previous 

enjoyment of work before the fall is a thing of the past.  

 

Is it possible for man to regain this joy in labour today?  
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5. Protection of Man (3:20-24) 

 

a. Coats of skin – The usage of these words to describe the 

covering of Adam and Eve gives hope to all mankind. This 

means that the first killing of the animal is taught here. 

Man’s pitiful attempt to cover his nakedness using fig 

leaves sown together by them represents the many methods 

of man’s ways of returning back to God. These futile 

attempts fall far short of God’s standard and glory.  

  

Before this revelation, Adam called his wife Eve which 

means “living” in verse 20. Why? The probable reason was 

that he saw in her what the LORD declared in verse 15. He 

might have presumed that she was THE woman who would 

now bruise the head of the serpent! However he was very 

wrong. But this was the hope that he felt in his heart!  

 

b. Man is now like God – The man (literally -- The Adam) 

which means God was referring to Adam alone and not 

man in the generic sense. He is “become as one of us, to 

know good and evil.” In the case of God it was knowing 

evil in the cognitive sense and NOT in the experiential 

sense. In the case of Adam, he now knows evil 

experientially not more in the cognitive sense. This still 

does not explain what God meant by such a comparison. 

The only similarity between Adam and God now that man 

has sinned is this . . . . both are permanently fixed in their 

respective states. God is permanently fixed in the state of 

holiness whereas Adam in his state of sin. God knows evil 

cognitively for eternity. Whereas Adam, who represents 

man and not Eve, is like God but permanently fixed in his 

sin.  

 

To protect man from becoming permanently fixed in sin 

and beyond salvation, Adam must be stopped from eating 

the fruit of the Tree of Life. Otherwise he would live 

forever in this state of sin! 

 

God stopped man by chasing him out of the Garden and 

placed at the east of the Garden Cherubims and a flaming 

sword which turned every way to guard the way of the Tree 

of Life.  

 

God did all things for man’s good even stopping him from 

eating the fruit of the Tree of Life now that he is in a state 

of sin.  

 

Was it for man’s good to put thorns and thistles in the 

earth? Was it for man’s good to increase pain and child 
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bearing for the wife and she to usurp his authority in the 

home? 

NOTE: 

 

1. GOD SHINES HIS SALVATION LIGHT FOR THE FIRST TIME  

 

a) The protevangelium was the first ray of hope -- Satan will be defeated. His 

present victory is short lived. Man lost this battle but not the war. There 

will come the Seed of a woman who will win the day on behalf of man. It 

is interesting to note that the protevangelium was given not as a promise to 

man but as a punishment for Satan (cf. Heb 2:14). 

 

b) The second ray of light is the provision of coats of skin -- God slew 

animals and made coats of skin to replace Adam's and Eve's inadequate fig 

leaves (3:21). This shedding of blood, an animal sacrifice, illustrates to 

Adam and Eve the high cost of their guilt. This, I believe was God's first 

instruction to Adam and Eve on the teaching that without the shedding of 

blood there is no remission of sin (cf. Heb. 9:22). 

 

 

2.  THE FALL OF MAN WAS THOROUGH AND COMPLETE  

 

Man was cut off from the presence of God by being cast out of the Garden of 

Eden. This indicates two things: 

 

a) man's fellowship with his God is now broken. 

 

b) man might not partake of the fruit of the tree of life or he will become 

permanently fixed in his sinful state and live forever. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT  —Genesis THREE  

 

1. Who is God to You? If He is what you say He is how should this affect your life 

as a Christian? 

 

2. Should Adam or Eve bear the greater blame for sinning against God in the garden 

of Eden? 

 

3. How have you grappled with temptation in the past? Is it possible for a Christian 

to have complete victory over a particular temptation which had plague him in the 

past? 

 

4. Is the chain of blame from Adam to Eve to the Serpent a good reminder to us on 

how easily we blame others for our sin? Name one example of "blame" in the 

Bible and another one in your own life? 

 

5. Why did God punish the serpent when Satan was the one who sinned? Is it "fair"? 

 

6. Why was Adam not punished directly i.e. against his own body as in the case of 

the serpent and Eve? Why was the ground cursed instead? 
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C. THE THOROUGHNESS OF THE FALL (GEN. 4)  

 

The thoroughness of the Fall was seen in two records of Genesis. The first 

is in the example of Cain's and Abel's relationship. Cain murdered his own 

brother because his offering was man-centered rather than God-centered. 

 

Cain offered to God what he thought was best in his own eyes and God 

must accept what he thought was good enough for God. God rejected both 

Cain and his offering. Cain and his offering represent the world’s religion 

that makes God in their own image and concocts their own way to heaven 

as well. On the other hand, Abel offered an offering according to what 

God had instructed them probably through their parents. God accepted 

Abel and his offering because Abel offered with a heart of faith as seen 

from the right offering. Abel and his offering represent the right way of 

salvation and all genuine believers. 

 

God warned Cain to stop sinning but he did not listen. He allowed sin to 

dominate his heart and his action. Out of envy, Cain murdered his own 

brother. He was furious with God that his offering was rejected and he 

took it out on Abel. He could not hit out at God whom he hated. So he 

took his own brother’s life instead. This is the persecution that every 

believer has to suffer as he witnesses for Christ. Instead of doing the right 

thing by offering the right kind of sacrifice as he was told to do, he 

rebelled further and in his rage he took it out on the one who "showed him 

up". (cf. Heb. 11:4; 1 Jn. 3:12) 

 

 

1.  THE FIRST OFFERING --Gen. 4:1-5a 

 

a)  Cain and His Offering 

 

i) Cain was thought by Eve to be the "man" whom 

Genesis 3:15 referred to. Eve probably thought that she 

would be that woman who will bear the seed that will 

bruise the Serpent's head. This was seen in the words of 

Eve after naming Cain, "I have gotten a man from the 

LORD." 

 

NOTE: Eve was the one who named the baby, Cain, not 

Adam. 

 

ii) Cain was a tiller of the ground and in the process of 

time brought an offering unto the LORD. His offering was 

"the fruit of the ground" according to his profession. 

 

His offering was not "respected" by God i.e. it was 

rejected. It is suggested that God might have sent fire from 

heaven to consume Abel's offering and Cain's offering was 

left untouched. 
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iii) The offering required by God, from the study of the 

word offering, could have been a "blood offering" and not 

as some have suggested, a gift offering i.e. a non-blood 

offering. If it had been a non-blood offering as some have 

suggested then God’s rejection of Cain would have been 

his person only i.e. he did not offer with the right heart or 

sincerity. If he had offered with a right, they claimed, then 

God would also have accepted Cain and his offering. The 

problem was one of heart condition rather than blood 

offering! However, the Bible made it very clear that God 

rejected both CAIN and HIS OFFERING together and not 

separately. The right heart condition is always seen by 

obedience to God’s word for this is what faith means.  

 

In other words a blood sacrifice was necessary. Cain could 

not offer to God a non-blood offering and expect it to be 

accepted by God. Collaborating Scripture would be Heb. 

11:4. This verse says that "By faith Abel offered unto God a 

more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 

witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: 

and by it he being dead yet speaketh." And Hebrews 9:22 

(KJV) “And almost all things are by the law purged with 

blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.” 

 

By "faith" would mean that prior instruction had been 

given to both parties on what was to be offered and how the 

offering was to be made. Cain and Abel were to obey God's 

instruction to show the true nature of their faith. This was 

based upon the definition of "faith" in Heb. 11:1.  [Hebrews 

11:1, "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not seen."] 

 

Gen. 4:5 tells us that God rejected both CAIN AND HIS 

OFFERING not just Cain or his offering. In other words 

both the man and the offering were rejected by God. 

Cain's rebellious heart of was seen in his bold offering of 

"what is good enough for Cain ought to be good enough for 

God." He offered a non-blood offering to show his 

disrespect and disregard for God's instruction. His offering 

revealed the unbelieving heart of Cain, hence both him and 

his offering were rejected by God. 

 

 

b)  Abel and His Offering 

 

i) Abel was a keeper of sheep. He was the younger 

brother of Cain. His name means "vapour". Like vapour 

which dissipates and disappear after a brief moment, Abel's 

life would be short and brief. It appears that the only thing 

on earth that matters to God is whether a person has 
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genuine faith. This one singular act of Abel recorded here 

for us demonstrates the genuine faith of Abel. This was 

recorded in the book of Hebrews in Hebrews 11:4.   

 

ii) Abel also brought his offering in the process of time 

like Cain. He brought the firstling of the flock and the fat 

thereof. This means that he brought what God had 

instructed him to bring with the right heart. He worshipped 

God in spirit and in truth! The offering and the man must 

be in accordance with God’s revealed Word. Faith without 

works is dead. Works without faith is also dead. The life of 

the believer who has faith must demonstrate the faith by his 

life. Others can see his faith by the way he lives. This was 

the case for Abel and Cain.  

 

His offering reflected the righteous heart that he possessed 

(cf. Heb. 11:4). His faith was backed-up by his works. 

 

iii) The Lord accepted both Abel and his offering.  

 

 

NOTE: The chiastic structure in Genesis 4:3-5, “And in process of time it 

came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto 

the LORD.  And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 

the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:  

But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very 

wroth, and his countenance fell.” 

 

Cain brought his offering (4:3)  Abel brought his offering (4:4a)  

                

 

Abel and his offering accepted (4:4)  Cain and his offering rejected (4:5)  

 

 

 

D.  THE FIRST MURDER --Gen. 4:5b-8 

 

1)  Anger Leads to Murder 

 

a) A person does not have to actually commit the act of 

murder before he is considered by God as being guilty of 

murder. So long as he is angry with someone without a 

cause, he has committed murder. 

 

b)    Jesus says, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 

time, Thou shalt not       kill; and whosoever shall kill shall 

be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That 

whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall 

be in danger of the judgment: ..." (Matt. 5:21-22a) The 

beginning of murder is the heart. In the heart is the emotion 
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called anger. Anger is not an evil emotion that man 

possessed after the Fall but an emotion that God gave to 

Adam when He made man in His image. Anger is an 

emotion that God also possess. That is why Jesus says it is 

anger without a cause that is condemned by Him. There is 

such a thing called righteous anger. This is the right kind of 

anger that God has demonstrated many times throughout 

the Bible. When Israel sinned the terrible sin of the golden 

calf in Exodus 32, the Bible said that the LORD’s wrath 

was waxed hot against Israel (cf. verse 10). See also Psalm 

139 where David said that he had perfect hatred against the 

enemies of God.  

 

We must bear in mind that even though we might be 

justified to be righteously angry, it does not mean that we 

can sin. The Bible balanced this truth with another. The 

believer is warned that he must not sin even when he is 

angry for the right cause. Ephesians 4:26 (KJV) “Be ye 

angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your 

wrath.” He is not even allowed to hold this anger for long 

as he is commanded to let it simmer down before the day 

ends.  

 

The believer must know when he is supposed to be angry 

and when he is to avoid sinful anger. Cain allowed his 

anger to destroy him.  

 

 

2)  Cain Typifies all Unbelievers--Jn. 3:11-12 

 

a) Cain's sinful and rebellious nature typifies every 

unbeliever. He was defiant and cared not for the Word of 

God. The LORD rebuked him and warned him of his sin. 

He was told to repent and turned form his sins but Cain 

refused. Abel was his witness on earth on what Cain 

needed to do to find favour with God. However, he rejected 

Abel’s witness. Instead, Cain wanted to get rid of the true 

witness. This kind of behavior is common today. Instead of 

repentance and turning to Christ who is able to make them 

new, sinners remain in their depravity and kill God’s 

witnesses. This is the spiritual warfare every believer must 

realized that he is in all the time.  

 

b) Cain belonged to Satan. He murdered his own brother 

simply because his own works were evil and his brother's 

righteous. There was absolutely no justification on Cain's 

part for his jealousy, anger and murder. Abel was killed for 

his faith and testimony to God’s truth. The evil conduct of 

Cain represents the behavior of all unbelievers today. 
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3)  The Way of Cain is the Way of Destruction--Jude 4-11 

 

a) The wicked men of the last days are compared and likened 

to Cain. These people would creep into the local church 

and cause confusion and destruction. They will ship-wreck 

the faith of many. They will turn the grace of God unto 

lasciviousness i.e. excess wantonness. They will cleverly 

deny the Lord Jesus Christ and lead others down the same 

slippery road to destruction. Their method will be subtle 

and not blatant and not easy to discern. They will spin the 

truths of God with all sincerity in order to convince the 

undiscerning. Arguments in the past that succeeded include 

half truths and half lies. It is a half truth to teach that the 

Bible is perfect in the past but no longer perfect in the 

present. It is a half lie to say that the Bible has mistakes but 

these are minor mistakes and they do not affect one’s 

doctrines. The doctrine of a Bible with mistakes affects 

every doctrine in the Bible especially when the mistakes 

are all hidden and not made known. Be that as it may, many 

have believed these half truths and half lies. It works for 

Satan!  

 

The Bible says that these people are ordained to this 

condemnation. What a pitiful end for these people. Like 

Judas Iscariot who betrayed the Lord Jesus Christ for 30 

pieces of silver, it would have been better if they had not 

been born. 

 

b) Beware of the way of Cain. It has only one end, the eternal 

condemnation and judgement in Hell. These people are 

described by God as brute beasts and they do not know 

heavenly things but only things of their own carnal 

invention. They would happily corrupt themselves by their 

wickedness and happily lead as many as possible with them 

into Hell.  

 

This is a spiritual warfare where the booty is the souls of 

men women and children. They will spend eternity in Hell 

or in Heaven! This is what at stake when Cain offered his 

offerings according to what is right in his own eyes instead 

of offering his offering according to God’s perfect and 

unalterable truth! The way of Cain is also called the broad 

way that leads to destruction and many walks along this 

way. Majority is never the determinant of right and wrong 

or truth and error. The perfect Word of God is. As believers 

we must always remember this doctrine. Do not fear the 

majority but fear only God. Know the Bible and have the 

courage to do what is right and be prepared to give your life 

for Christ and His truth at all times. 
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E.  THE PUNISHMENT OF CAIN --Gen. 4:9-26 

 

1)  God's Righteous Confrontation--Gen. 4:9-10 

 

a) God explained to Cain that it was his own doing and Abel 

was innocent. If Cain had done well i.e. by faith, he too 

together with his offering would have been accepted. It was 

an opportunity for Cain to repent of his sin. 

 

 Cain was warned by God to beware of the anger that was 

simmering in his heart. It is a sin that will love to take 

control and overwhelm him (Gen. 4:7). Once it takes over 

the person he will carry the sin one step further i.e. to 

murder. Cain must overcome it and not succumbed to it. 

 

 Cain failed miserably in overcoming his sin which lieth at 

the door. Note that after God gave Cain the stern warning, 

there was silence on Cain's part. The Bible did not record 

Cain's reply to God's warning. 

 

 Cain murdered his brother with the cold-heartedness of the 

Devil. There was no remorse but utter contempt. This was 

seen in his defiant reply to God's direct question of "Where 

is Abel thy brother?" Cain said, "I know not: Am I my 

brother's keeper?" (Gen. 4:9) This is the heart of every 

sinner today. The interest is not in the lives of others but 

self. The believer is to esteem others better than themselves 

(cf. Phil. 2:3). This is the new life in Christ. God knew 

what Cain had done but He wanted Cain to know that God 

knew as well as for Cain to condemn himself by his own 

words! This is one of the best ways for the sinner to realize 

the nature of his own sin . . . . confess with thy mouth!  

 

 This is the opposite of what God told every new believer 

that we must love our neighbour as ourselves (cf. Mt. 

19:19; 22:38-39; Mk. 12:31; Lk. 10:27). 

 

b) The voice of Abel's blood cries to God from the ground 

means that Abel's blood which seeped into the ground was 

a powerful witness against Cain. Cain was left without 

excuse before God. It clamoured loud and clear that Cain 

was guilty of murder and he showed no sign of repentance 

at all for what he had done.  

 

2)  God's Just Judgement--Gen. 4:11-15 

 

a) The sentence was passed. Cain was utterly defenseless 

being confronted by God with his act of murder. The 

phrase "from thy hand" (Gen. 4:11) emphasized the most 
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heinous aspect of Cain's crime. Abel was his brother not a 

stranger and he cold-bloodily killed him.  

 

b) The judgment was in two part. The first was that the earth 

will not serve Cain. It will be hard and harsh. Whenever he 

tilled the ground, it will not yield to him her strength. He 

will not reap what he sows! He works doubly hard to make 

ends meet. There is not let up for this wicked man. The just 

punishment was to keep Cain busy in hard labour so that he 

would have less time to sin. Idle mind is a devil’s 

workshop! Now that man is a sinner though and through, 

he must be kept busy most of his waking moments so that 

he would not sin so much and invent new ways to sin! The 

hard labour would also tire him out so that he will sleep 

early and have no time to go out at night to sin. 

 

 The second was that Cain will live the life of a fugitive and 

a vagabond. This second judgment was a result of the first. 

As the land will not yield her fruit, Cain will be forced to 

live from place to place to eke out a living. He becomes an 

inhabitant of anywhere and nowhere. The life of a “nomad” 

will be his lot for life. He will not experience the security 

of a permanent home and a settled life. He will be filled 

with a sense of insecurity and shame for the rest of his life. 

Remember that the people lived hundreds of years in those 

days.  

 

NOTE: His life is nomadic in nature but not like that of a real 

nomad. At least nomads do settle down and periodically raise some 

grains and lived with some kind of security. Cain could not even 

experience this kind of life.  

 

c) Verse 13-15 -- Cain complained that this punishment was 

too much for him to bear. He feared for his own life. What 

an apt description of a carnal unregenerated heart. In the 

midst of just judgment from the holy God, Cain should 

have cried for mercy and ask God for forgiveness, instead 

he cried for self. It was the epitome of the caricature of self 

pity. He was not concerned that he murdered Abel. He did 

not care for eternity. His callous attitude toward justice, 

righteousness, and God reflects a wicked self-centered man 

whose only pre-occupation was self. One of the clearest 

marks of a depraved sinner is the trait of a self-serving and 

self indulgent unregenerate mouth. This reveals the 

darkened heart of the sinner that he does not know God.  

 

God's mercy was extended to Cain. A mark was set on Cain 

to protect him from death. We do not know what this mark 

is. The protection of Cain was not that Cain could not die 

but that a very strong deterrent was given by God against 
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anyone who kills Cain. That person will be even more 

severely dealt with if he were to kill Cain. The severity was 

a vengeance of sevenfold worth! Seven is the number of 

completion which means the highest form of punishment!  

 

Cain may be assaulted often but this will not result in his 

death. 

 

 

3)  Cain-like Depravity--Gen. 4:16-24 

 

a) Verse 16 -- Cain refuses to repent. He merely walked away 

from the presence of God (perhaps this whole incident 

occurred in front of the entrance of the Garden of Eden 

with cherubims and a flaming sword protecting its 

entrance). Cain went to Nod which means “the land of 

wandering.” This was probably the land that Cain 

wandered in for the rest of life on earth!  

 

b) Verse 17-24 -- Cain's descendants were exactly like him. 

Cain married one of his sisters. He had a son, Enoch, who 

was the first builder of cities. They were not ignoramus and 

lived in caves before the Flood! Enoch named the city after 

the name of his son! This is another sign of depravity! 

Man-centeredness where a dynasty was sought to promote 

self rather than God. Man’s glory through the perpetuity of 

one’s own name as opposed to the glory of God in all that 

we do are two opposing desires that will not meet. One 

heads in the direction of Hell and the other in the direction 

of Heaven. Some of the descendants of Enoch were 

mentioned for our benefit. God singled out Lamech who 

was Cain’s great-great-great-grandson. Time did not 

reverse depravity in man. In fact the depravity of man 

worsened as seen by the conduct of Lamech! 

 

His depravity was many times worse than Enoch and Cain. 

Lamech who had two wives was a lawless man (first 

recorded bigamy). He broke the marriage vow of marrying 

only one wife! One day, he came home and boasted to his 

wives that he killed two people because they had hurt him. 

Lamech declared that, if anyone were to seek revenge 

against him then his punishment would be 70 times worse 

than what God had pronounced against the person who 

dared to kill Cain. In other words, Lamech would not only 

take the law into his own hands but he put himself in the 

place of God and pronounced a judgment that if God can 

declare that sentence against the killer of Cain I can do 

likewise against the kill of Lamech. In fact his declaration 

of 70 times means that he thinks he is 10 times better than 

God as the number 70 suggested.  
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 Man has fallen so low in his sin that he behaved worse than 

the animals that God had give him dominion. 

 

c) Verse 25-26 – The focus shift back to the godly line that 

was cut off by the evil deed of Cain! God continues the line 

of salvation from the new born son of Adam and Eve. His 

name was Seth i.e. “appointed”. The reason was stated by 

Eve since she was the one who named him Seth. She said, 

“For God . . . hath appointed me another seed instead of 

Abel, whom Cain slew.” The word for appointed here is the 

same root as the name for “Seth.” Eve acknowledged that 

Seth was a replacement. Seth had a son whom he named 

Enos i.e. a mortal. This name was given by Seth himself 

who reminds him of the mortality of mankind! How he 

must remember his limitation and death. It was during this 

time that men began to call upon the name of the LORD 

once more!  

 

This phrase has to mean that people started worshipping 

God the way that Abel did before his death! The salvation 

plan of God for mankind went back on line and on track 

despite what evil men like Cain and Lamech did. Satan was 

behind it all.  

 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT—Genesis FOUR 
 

1. What do you think is the best way to deal with anger? 

 

2. Why did God not punish Cain with death according to the law of just retribution? 

 

3. How should the Christian regard sin in his own life in light of the heinous nature 

as seen in Cain's episode of murder and the behaviour of his descendants? 

 

 

 

VI.  THE THOROUGHNESS OF THE FALL (GEN. 5)  

 

The second record is found in Genesis 5 where the chapter recorded the death of 

Adam's descendants, except one, Enoch (5:21-23). Davis says that reading 

Genesis 5 is like "walking through a cemetery (Davis, 104)". Davis was correct 

for no matter how long man lived, he still dies. There was no escaping death! This 

chapter highlights emphatically the punishment of God upon man as He promised 

to Adam in Genesis 2:17. Man would surely die if he takes the forbidden fruit! He 

died spiritually instantaneously and soon experienced physical death as this 

chapter reveals in no uncertain terms. 
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Cain's envy and hatred which led to murder and the numerous accounts of the 

deaths of one generation to the next, are clear indicators of the total depravity of 

man. 

 

 

A.  THE LONGEVITY OF MAN  – Genesis 5 

 

1.  Longevity Before the Flood 

 

a) Man lived hundreds of years before the flood. The hypothesis was that 

before the canopy of water above the heavens came pouring down, it 

acted like the skin of a balloon enveloping the earth. It provided a 

green house effect which stabilized the temperature and there was no 

need of rain. Thus the Bible said that before there was rain on the 

earth, a mist from the east watered the whole face of the earth, without 

exception! Genesis 2:6, “But there went up a mist from the earth, and 

watered the whole face of the ground.” 

 

b) The longevity of man will again be seen during the millennium. Isa. 

65:20 says, "There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an 

old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred 

years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be 

accursed." One who dies an hundred years old today is regarded as 

having lived a long life. But in the millennium, he will be regarded as 

a child. This surely speaks of a return to the days before the global 

Flood! 

 

God will create a new heaven and new earth which will prepare the 

world for the millennium (Isa. 65:17). This was necessary in view of 

the wrath of God that will bring about a worldwide near total 

annihilation of the earth's living things and its entire support system 

for sustaining life. It will be a world that only believers could enter. 

The believers with the glorified bodies and the believers with the 

mortal bodies will be the only ones to enter the new heaven and new 

earth in the millennium.  

 

 

2.  Man's Age After  the Flood 

 

a) Man's longevity was shortened considerably after the global flood. 

Although Noah lived up to 950 years (Gen.9:29) after the Flood his 

sons’ life span was halved (Shem died at age 500 years cf. Gen. 

11:11). By the fifth generation it was half of Shem's life span (Peleg 

lived up to 239 years cf. Gen. 11:18-19). From Abraham's time the life 

expectancy dropped to below 200 years and in the days of the kings 

their life span is like that of man's today, three score years and ten and 

if by reason of strength add another 10 years as Moses had defined in 

Psalm 90. 
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b) This sharp and drastic drop in the life expectancy of mankind from the 

days of Adam to the kings, argues convincingly against the theory of 

evolution which teaches that man continues to improve and become 

better and better. In fact the reverse is true. Man have become worse 

and worse and he will not get any better outside of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. This work of grace must begin from within the person's heart 

not from outside. "For which cause we faint not; but though our 

outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” (2 

Cor. 4:16) This is every believer's hope and aspiration. It is not an 

empty hope like the way the world hope for peace on earth. The 

"hope" as taught in the Bible is one of a certainty where the believer 

awaits God's fulfillment of His promises and prophecies.  

 

c) The Christian should not be concerned with how long he will live on 

this earth but how he will live and ought to live on this earth. This 

affects his eternity. A Christian is NOT a Christian because he says he 

is one but he is one when he obeys the Word of God i.e. do the 

Father’s will on this earth (cf. Matthew 7:21-23). Man’s physical life 

is precious because it is limited or finite and it is the only time where 

he can pray and serve God and impact others for Christ! Do not waste 

your time on earth! Use your seconds wisely and fruitfully for the 

glory of God.  

 

 

B.  ALL DIED 

 

1.  Fulfillment of God's Word  

 

a) No matter how long the ages of each of the descendants of 

Seth were the Bible says that "he died". This is a sure 

fulfillment of God's Word to Adam in Gen. 2:16-17. This 

was physical death. 

 

b) The Serpent took the Word of God lightly and distorted it 

to deceive Eve. Eve too took God's Word lightly and was 

deceived in the process. Taking the Word of God lightly is 

not a sin to be trifled with. 

 

 An examination of the biblical characters reveals that very 

often man sinned because he took the Word of God lightly. 

For example, the Israelites at the foot of Mount Sinai 

received the Ten Commandments from the mouth of God 

Himself and soon after that miracle and oath they had made 

to obey the Ten Commandments, they made the golden calf 

image and declared that this idol was the LORD who 

brought them out of Egypt! (cf. Exo. 20 and 32) The First 

and Second commandments were completely ignored and 

broken by the hardened Israelites, who were led by Aaron 

to commit this grievous sin. If not for the intercession of 



 44 

Moses, Aaron, the leader and maker of the golden calf, 

would have been destroyed by God. (cf. Deu. 9:20) 

 

 If we examined our own walk with God, we must admit 

that when we take the Word of God lightly, we too have 

fallen into sin. Low view of God’s Word results in low 

view of sin! A low view of sin makes sin acceptable and 

very palatable in the person’s life. He sins with impunity 

and atrophy turns his heart to stone and his conscience is 

seared. He sins more and more until he dies in his sin and 

ends in Hell! 

 

 

2.  Death was a Judgment against Man's Sin 

 

a)  Death was not an acceptable part of the evolutionary 

process which happened by chance. It was a judgment from 

God because of the sin of man. 

 

A rejection of this truth will result in three denials: 

 

i) That Genesis 2 and 3 are not true. They are myths 

made up by the Israelites to explain the presence of death 

and sin in the world, just as its neighbours did with their 

myths and legends. 

 

ii) That sin was not punishable by death. Sin and death 

are not related, the former did not cause the latter to occur 

in mankind. As such there is no need for the Saviour to 

save man from his sin! 

 

iii) Death will not be destroyed at the end of the 

millennium and after the Great White Throne Judgement as 

Rev 20:12-15 reveals. If death is not a punishment for sin 

then why is there a need for the Second Death and the Lake 

of Fire which burns for all eternity? 

 

b)  The theory of evolution is not a harmless doctrine that can 

be ignored. Beware when so-called teachers try to marry 

science with theology and come out with terms like called 

theistic evolution or progressive creationism. To say that 

God used the theory of evolution to create man and woman 

is like saying that darkness and light are the same, that God 

and Belial are the best of friends! The theory of Evolution 

is a diabolical teaching spawned by Satan to deceive the 

world and to erase God from His great work of Creation. 

Be careful of the implications and harmful effects which a 

wrong doctrine has on your faith and truth! 

 



 45 

c)  The deliverance from death is through the vicarious death 

of Jesus Christ. His death defeated death. He is the 

propitiation for our sin and not for ours only but also for the 

sins of the whole world (cf. 1 Jn. 2:2). There is no other 

Redeemer for our sin other than our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God and Son of Man. 

 

 

C.  ALL NEED NOT DIE  

 

1.  Enoch, the One who was Not 

 

a) Enoch, the father of Methuselah, walked with God and God 

took him. The Bible says, “Enoch was not” i.e. he did not 

die (cf. Heb. 11:5) God took him away The reason was not 

given here but we are told in Heb. 11:5 that it was because 

he pleased God. Hebrews 11:5, “By faith Enoch was 

translated that he should not see death; and was not found, 

because God had translated him: for before his translation 

he had this testimony, that he pleased God.” The oft 

repeated phrase "and he died" was broken abruptly by God 

and for a very, very good reason. There is hope for sinful 

man. Eternal Death need not be the destiny of all man if 

only they would believe in Jesus Christ. As long as there is 

life in this mortal body, there is hope in God. Sinful man 

need not die in their sin if they repent and come the 

Saviour, Jesus Christ! 

 

It does not mean that all who were not taken that God was 

displeased with them. God was also pleased with Noah and 

his family but they were not taken. They remained on earth 

to do the will of God. All Christians are given different 

crosses to bear. The important truth for the Christian is 

whether what we do is pleasing in God's sight or not. If we 

are doing God’s will in our lives faithfully then we will be 

found pleasing in His sight. 

 

b) Heb. 11:5 used the word "translated" to describe the phrase 

that "God took him." Literally it means "conveyed to 

another place" or "be taken up." Enoch will not see death. 

He was not found at all. What Enoch experienced must not 

be confused with the Rapture. Enoch was not raptured at 

all. At Rapture the believer will be given the glorified body. 

The first person to be given the glorified body is the Lord 

Jesus Christ. No man must precede Him. 1 Corinthians 

15:20-23, “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 

become the firstfruits of them that slept. For since by man 

came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
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alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; 

afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.”  

 

If Enoch was said to have raptured then Christ could not be 

called the firstfruits of all who believe. This is not a 

semantic issue but one of serious doctrinal defense. This 

section of Genesis 5 details the list of faithful men. What 

they did we are not told except that this was the godly line 

that will ultimately usher in the nation of Israel and Jesus 

Christ. Hope is given when we look at Enoch! This was not 

a resurrection of the dead either because Enoch did not die. 

This was God’s way of showing mankind that life and 

death is in His sovereign hand. And as long as there is life 

there is hope. Turn to the Saviour and you will be saved.  

 

 

2.  The Rapture of the Future 

 

a) The Bible says that there will be a generation of Christians 

who will be alive in the last day at the Coming again of 

Jesus Christ and they will be raptured i.e. caught up. The 

suddenness of it is emphasized here including the idea of a 

powerful force catching the believers which nothing can 

prevent the event from taking place. The event is very 

similar to that of Enoch's which was stated matter-of-factly. 

 

b) This future event is the sure hope of every Christian from 

Adam to the last Christian. It is the crowning glory of the 

finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. It is 

the glorious consummation of the believer's salvation. He 

will possess a glorious body that is immortal, incorruptible, 

powerful, and spiritual for all eternity (cf. 1Cor 15:42-44). 

Sin and death will have no effect on this glorified body. If 

Christ Jesus comes now and we are alive, we would all be 

caught up i.e. raptured! 

 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT—Genesis FIVE 

 

1. Some have argued that the years in Gen. 5 actually refer to months. That means 

Adam was not 930 years old when he died but only 930 months (77 years and 6 

months). Could this interpretation be correct? Give reasons for your answers. 

 

2. What does it mean to take the Word of God seriously? How do I make this a 

reality in my life? 

 

3. How can the Christian know if he is found pleasing in God's sight? 
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VII.  THE GLOBAL FLOOD (GEN. 6 -9) 

 

As fallen man multiplied and expanded, so did evil. The world was filled with sin 

and God's judgement had to come. 

 

A.  PRELUDE TO THE GLOBAL FLOOD --Gen. 6:1-13 

 

1)  The Degeneration of Man –The moral degeneration of man made 

clear in Genesis 4 by the examples of Cain and Lamech, 

blossomed and took on gargantuan proportions in Genesis 6:1-13. 

 

a)  The world was filled with people. The period from Adam 

to the Flood was 1666 years. Adam and Eve obeyed God 

and replenished the earth. But there were two groups of 

people on the earth: believers and unbelievers. These two 

groups will always exist upon the earth till eternity begins 

at the end of the millennium. They are known by different 

names as revealed by God. For example, they are 

contrasted as believers and infidels, children of light vs. 

children of darkness, etc. (see 2 Cor. 6:14-18).  

 

There are three main views on the interpretation of the 

phrase "the sons of God" (Gen. 6:2). They are: the sons of 

God are Sethites; the sons of God are the rulers of princes 

of that time; and the sons of God are the angels. 

 

i) Sons of God are the Sethites view--Five lines of 

support for this view. They are: the Sethite line appears in 

the Bible as a distinct entity; the name of Seth was 

recognized by his mother as one appointed by God to take 

the place of Abel(cf. Gen. 4:25-26); the consistency within 

the biblical concept that Israel is the son of God (cf. Exo. 

4:22; Deu. 14:1; 32:5, 6, 18, 19; Hosea 1:10; Isa. 1:2; 11:1; 

43:6; 45:11; Jer. 31:20; Psalm 73:15); the warning against 

marrying unbelievers is a constant theme in Scripture; and 

the progressive corruption leading to the Flood in Gen. 3 to 

6. 

 

COMMENT — These five lines of argument are 

circumstantial at best. Just because we are told that the 

Sethite line appears does not mean that the phrase “the sons 

of God” refers to that particular line. If that is the case then 

the Sethite line should have been mentioned as the line of 

Seth. Israel is described as the “son of God” is not denied 

but the singular is used not the plural. The phrase “the sons 

of God” appears only five times in the entire OT (Genesis 

2, 4, Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7) and it is undeniable that in all three 

occurrences in Job, it refers to angelic beings. The other 

times when the phrase “sons of God” is used they are found 

in the NT (Jn. 1:12; Rom. 8:14, 19; Phil 2:15; 1 Jn. 3:1-2) 
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and they all referred to Christians. The argument that they 

married unbelievers is a non-argument for these were great 

sinners who probably had broken all kinds of sins. The 

progressive argument is rather weak for it can be used to 

argue for other views.  

 

ii) Sons of God as rulers or princes view --The primary 

support for this view lies in the usage of the word for 

“God” (Elohim) to mean magistrates of justice (cf. (Exo. 

21:6; 22:8, 9, 28); and that the thematic parallelism it has 

with the extra-biblical material such as the Sumero-

Babylonian ante-diluvian traditions and the widespread 

pagan customs which refer to their kings as sons of various 

gods. 

 

COMMENT -- This view lacks biblical support. The phrase 

“the sons of God” must be understood as a phrase and not 

as a word by itself. Just because Elohim has been used to 

describe rulers or princes there is no example at all that the 

phrase “the sons of God” refers to “the sons of rulers or 

princes”. The usage of extra-biblical material to support 

one's case is rather dubious especially, when this view is 

based upon a very subjective parallelism between the Bible 

and the heathenistic religions which infer that there existed 

a monarchical system at that time. 

 

iii) Sons of God are angels view -- This phrase appears 

elsewhere only in Job 1:6; 2:1; and 38:7. Other than these 

occurrences and Genesis 6 there are no other usages in the 

OT. It is to be noted that in Job the phrase “the sons of 

God” refers to both good and bad angels.  

 

The explanation was that the fallen angels possessed sinful 

men and they married the daughters of men. They in turn 

gave birth to mighty men who became men of renown i.e. 

men who were famous and conquered other men. This 

brought about the violence and great wickedness that 

became common place all over the known world. God 

described it in Genesis 6:5 as “. . . the wickedness of man 

was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 

thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” The 

strongest argument in favour of this view is found in Jude 

1:6, “And the angels which kept not their first estate, but 

left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting 

chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.” 

These were the fallen angels that God kept in everlasting 

chains till the great day i.e. the Great White Throne 

Judgement. Jude 6 cannot refer to the one third of fallen 

angels who joined Satan when he rebelled against God and 

were cast down from heaven (see Rev. 12:4). There have 



 49 

been many records in the Bible of people being possessed 

by demons. If these 1/3 fallen angels were put in 

everlasting chains and not allowed to escape from this 

prison until the judgement of the great day, then where did 

these demons come from that possessed people as recorded 

in Scriptures? Some of these fallen angels came from the 

one third who fell with Satan and they possessed men and 

slept with the daughters of men in Genesis 6.  

 

Jude says that there was a group that did not keep their first 

estate and they are now bound in everlasting chains and 

will not be allowed to escape until the day of judgement. 

The phrase “the sons of God” has to refer to fallen angels. 

 

COMMENT -- One of the main criteria of proper 

interpretation is that the context in which a word or phrase 

occurs must determine the meaning of the word or phrase. 

It cannot be denied that the three occurrences in Job refer to 

angels only. But it does not mean that it must also refer to 

angels in Genesis 6. The three occurrences in Job are too 

few to justify a conclusive support that the phrase must 

mean angels. But the support does not hinge only on the 

phrase study. The fact that Matt. 22:30 says that angels 

cannot marry and the sons of God in Genesis 6 married the 

daughters of men is irrelevant for the argument was that 

these fallen angel possessed men and then they married the 

daughters of men. They did not marry the daughters of men 

as fallen angels. Furthermore Jude 6 describes an event in 

history that fits no other better than Genesis 6.  

 

        

b)  The judgment of God upon man was never without 

provocation and reason. When God saw the inter-marriages 

of the demon possessed men, which if it were allowed to 

continue would have destroyed God’s plan of salvation for 

mankind. This caused God to utter the time limit in which 

He will tolerate the sin of man before total destruction 

occurs (cf. 6:3-4). Within 120 years after God said these 

words, the flood began.  

 

God saw that "the wickedness of man was great in the earth 

and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 

only evil continually" (Gen. 6:5). God Himself was the 

witness against man's sin. There are very few occurrences 

in the Bible which describe the direct judgement of God 

(some notable e.g. are Sodom and Gomorrah--Gen. 18:20-

33; and the book of Revelation). In these occurrences 

impending judgement follow almost immediately. 
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In case some might charged God for judging the people of 

the earth because of hearsay, 6:12 clearly tells us that God 

"looked upon the earth, and behold, (He saw it for Himself) 

it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the 

earth." 

 

c)  The depth of the wickedness of the people was seen in the 

words, "the wickedness of man was great" and "every 

imagination . . . was only evil continually." The hearts and 

minds of the people were continually occupied with how to 

create more and more evil. Has our world arrived at the 

same level of depravity as the days of Noah? 

 

d)  The extent of their wickedness was further described in 

6:11 and 12 where God said that "the earth also was corrupt 

before God, and the earth was filled with violence". 

 

 

2)  The Grieving of God's Heart (6:5-11) -- God was described here 

as feeling pain and hurt because of the manifold sins of mankind. 

He will not strive with man always because man is a mortal being. 

 

a)  Man's life span on earth has a limit. I will allow him to live 

another one hundred and twenty years before I send the 

Flood, says the LORD. During these years, Noah preached 

to the people and God was long-suffering towards these 

sinful generations (1 Pet. 3:20). 

 

In the midst of hopelessness and sin, God has his remnant. 

There was only one family which the Bible describes as 

having "found grace in the eyes of the LORD" (6:8). The 

family of Noah!! Note: this is the first occurrence of the 

word "grace" in the whole Bible. Grace is the favour of 

God bestowed upon sinful man that he does not deserved. 

Mercy is the punishment that sinful man deserves which 

God withheld. Grace is used here because Noah and his 

family does not deserve the goodness of God that God 

showed to him by commanding him to build the ark that 

will save him and his family from death. Please note that 

both Enoch and Noah were said to “walk with God” but 

they were treated by God differently. Enoch was taken out 

of the earth whereas Noah remained on earth to do the 

work of God.  

 

Noah and his family were the exception to the rule of great 

sin and spiritual decay. He was a just man and perfect in his 

generations (cf. 6:9). It does not mean a perfect life. He 

walked with God like Enoch. Instead of "taking him away" 

God called Noah to be a preacher of righteousness and to 

build an ark for the animals and birds and his family to live 
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in throughout the 370 days of the flood. "Perfect" does not 

mean sinless perfection but an uprightness in life whereby 

he obeyed God and his life was pleasing in God's sight, like 

Enoch. He was called a just man in the sense that he was 

not like the rest who thought and dreamt evil thoughts all 

the time. Noah and his family have the righteousness of 

Christ in them. They were born again in Christ! 

 

It was by God's grace, the unmerited favour of God, which 

gave to Noah and his family, the strength to be found "just 

and perfect" in their generation. Noah had faith in God for 

he believed in what God said and he was saved. Hebrews 

11:7, “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not 

seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving 

of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and 

became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.”  

 

As he prepared he also preached to his generation. 2 Peter 

2:5, “And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the 

eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the 

flood upon the world of the ungodly;” The message was 

probably “God has judged this world and found it greatly 

wanting. Rain would fall from heaven to flood the world 

and destroy all mankind unless you get into the ark!” 

Remember Genesis 2:5-6, “And every plant of the field 

before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before 

it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon 

the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. But 

there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole 

face of the ground.” To those who lived in the days of 

Noah including Noah and his family, they too had not seen 

any rain from heaven. It was an act of faith on their part to 

believe in what God said without seeing it with their naked 

eyes. They supported their faith by ACTUALLY building 

the Ark. If they had not build the Ark but only pay lip 

service to God, that is not genuine faith and Noah and his 

family would have died like everyone else. To believe in 

what God has said is faith and faith is to live our present 

lives in light of what God has said, just as Noah and his 

family did. 

 

 

b)  The word "repented" when used with reference to God (cf. 

6:6, 7) should not be compared and understood like that of 

sinful man's repentance where sin is involved and 

forgiveness is sought. The word "repented" means 

"sorrowed" or "moved to pity." God was filled with sorrow 

to see that man who was made without sin has now become 

filled with sin and sinful thoughts continually. God was 

saddened by how man had degenerated so badly. 
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Something must be done now before man destroys himself 

completely with no hope for salvation and redemption. God 

will destroy the earth and all that was sinful with it and as it 

were . . . to start all over again. This was the only way to 

save and to continue God’s plan of salvation for mankind 

through Jesus Christ. The seed of the woman must be born 

in the future! To ensure that the event comes to pass the 

Flood must come to give mankind a fresh new beginning.  

 

Thus all mankind, after the flood, can trace his lineage back 

to Noah. 

 

 

 

B.  REALITY OF THE GLOBAL FLOOD --Gen. 6:14-7:24 

 

1)  The End of All Flesh Comes -- The nature and extent of God's 

judicial acts always reflect the seriousness of the sin which is being 

judged. There was no exception, except for the family of Noah, 

eight people in all. The sin was so great and wicked that the only 

solution was total destruction and as it were to "start all over 

again" (cf. 6:7). 

 

The sin of the people of the world resulted in the destruction of 

ALL flesh with the exception of the birds and animals in the ark, 

fish in the sea, Noah and his family. Everything else will come to 

an end. God will destroy them because the earth was filled with 

violence (6:13). Man’s sin caused the global flood. 

 

Sin must be taken seriously. It is an offense against the Creator 

God and cannot be canceled out by good works. Man must pay the 

penalty for his sins. The just payment for our sins is eternal 

punishment in the Lake of Fire. Some have erroneously believed in 

the annihilation of the soul. They believe that because of God’s 

great love, He would not want to see sinner in the Lake of Fire for 

all eternity. They believe that the sinner’s soul would be destroyed. 

This view underestimates the holiness of God and has a 

sentimental perspective of the love of God. If this is the case then 

God would not need to send His only begotten Son to die for 

sinners. Simply let them be annihilated after they die and start 

creating all over again.  

 

But God has given to sinful man a way out of this frightful end. He 

sent Jesus Christ His only begotten Son to become man that the 

sons of man might become the sons of God. Jesus did this by 

paying the penalty for OUR sins. He died on the cross of Calvary 

having fulfilled all of God's law on man's behalf. All those who 

would believe in their heart and confess with their lips the Lord 

Jesus Christ will be saved (Rom. 10:9-10). 
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2)  The Provision of the Ark -- The grace of God is not an abstract 

entity. It is real and practical. God provided Noah with a way in 

which he and his family can survive the flood. 6:14 is the start of 

the instruction for survival. 

 

a) The ark will be the only safe haven for all living birds, 

beasts, and man on the whole earth. There is no other place 

whereby they can be saved from the great deluge which 

will surely come as Almighty God had prophesied. They 

must find refuge from the storm inside the ark, not near it 

or on top of it or beside it. They must be INSIDE the ark to 

find safety. Any other way will not suffice. 

 

b) Unlike the beasts of the earth and fowls of the air, the 

condition for man's entrance into the ark for safety is 

mentioned by God. God's Word says, "And the LORD said 

unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for 

thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation." 

(Gen. 7:1) 

 

 The observation from God was that He considered Noah 

righteous in His sight. This was by God's grace (cf. 6:8) not 

by any works that Noah did.  

 

c) This is indeed symbolic of the salvation the Christian has in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the only One, and there is none 

other on the earth or beneath the sea or in the heavens, 

whereby sinful man can find safety and salvation. To be 

delivered from the great fire that will come to destroy the 

earth, which is reserved for fiery destruction (cf. 2Pet. 3:7), 

man must confess the Lord Jesus Christ with their lips and 

believe in their heart that Jesus died for his sin and rose 

again from the dead on the third day and now seated on 

God's right hand interceding for him. Man must be IN 

Christ to be saved just as Noah and his family must be IN 

the ark to be saved!  

 

d) Noah's faith was seen in his act of obedience. Faith without 

works is dead. God told him to build the ark and he did so. 

He did according to ALL that the LORD commanded him. 

(cf. Gen. 6:22) Obedience to God's Word is the hallmark of 

genuine faith. Anything short of it makes our faith empty 

and useless in the sight of God. Those who believed in 

Christ will bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit and perform 

good works as new creatures in Christ Jesus. Old things 

and old ways have passed away. All things have become 

new and he loved the spiritual things like prayer, worship, 

and reading and study of God’s perfect and holy Word.  
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3)  The Provision for Thanksgiving -- Of every CLEAN beast and 

fowl, Noah was told to take “seven seven” i.e. two sevens or seven 

pairs each--male and female. (cf. Gen. 7:2-3) But the rest that were 

not clean, one each, male and female. Noah was also told to keep 

seed alive i.e. to gather all the seeds of the earth so that they will 

be planted again after the flood. 

 

a) Again the Bible says that Noah did ALL that God 

commanded him (cf. Gen. 7:5). This indeed is a clear mark 

of a believer. Noah was 600 years old when the flood came 

upon the whole earth. The desire and sincere attempt to 

obey the whole counsel of God is what every believer must 

possess in his heart. 

 

b) Noah went into the ark with his family of seven making a 

total of 8 humans in the ark. The reason for entering, 

"because of the waters of the flood." (Gen. 7:7) The 

animals too went in. They did so two by two, just as God 

had commanded Noah i.e. said to Noah. God was the One 

who brought the animals to Noah as Noah was already in 

the ark before the animals. This occurred seven days before 

the waters came down (cf. Gen. 7:8-10). 

 

c) The precise time when the flood came down the earth was 

based upon the age of the oldest man who will be found 

alive after the flood. Noah was 600 yrs 1 month and 17 

days old when the flood started. 

 

d) The fountains of the great deep broke up i.e. the waters 

beneath the firmament which were gathered together in 

order for the land to appear on Day 3 (cf. Gen 1:9) will now 

come forth to cover the dry land again. Furthermore, the 

waters above the firmament i.e. the windows of heaven 

were opened (cf. Gen. 7:11) also came down from above. 

This invisible vapour canopy which covered the earth and 

kept it within a green house effect, now poured down upon 

the earth as rain. This rain kept pouring for 40 days and 40 

nights. 

 

e) The door of the ark was shut by God Himself. Perhaps to 

tell us that if it had been up to Noah he might have not 

wanted to shut out his unbelieving friends and relatives. 

But when God shut it no man can open and what God keeps 

open no man can shut! (cf. Gen. 7:12-16) Many who 

helped built the ark and knew every nook and corner of the 

ark perished because they were not inside the ark. This 

group of people is likened to those who are found inside 

fundamental churches who attend services faithfully and 

know almost everything about the Christian faith except 

that they did not believe in Christ. They remained outside 



 55 

Christ even though they know so much about Christ and 

what it takes to be saved. Those who mocked and rebuffed 

Noah who preached to them for 100 years now regretted 

their rejection of Noah’s warning. These are like those who 

mock Christ and having heard the gospel calls the gospel a 

nuisance! They will regret when Christ comes and they are 

also outside Christ. The relatives of Noah who did not 

believe because of sin and familiarity that breeds contempt 

regretted for eternity when the flood came. They are 

likened to our relatives who mock and laugh at the gospel 

because of the sin of familiarity that breeds contempt! They 

will regret when Jesus returns.  

 

f) The great care of God for the inhabitants inside the ark was 

seen in the meticulous execution of the design of the ark 

which when completely loaded with all the animals and 

fowls and humans submerged to a depth of no more than 15 

cubits which was the minimum clearance provided by 

Almighty God over the top of the highest mountain. (Gen. 

7:17-20) 

 

g) All flesh, without exception, save for those inside the ark, 

died. This was carefully listed for sinful unbelieving man to 

acknowledge. 

 

 "And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, 

and of cattle, and of beast, and of every that creepeth upon 

the earth, and every man: All in whose nostrils was the 

breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. And 

every living substance was destroyed which was upon the 

face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping 

things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed 

from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they 

that were with him in the ark." (Gen. 7:21-23) 

 

 There is no clearer way to describe the absolute destruction 

of all living thing on the earth than by what God had 

described here with a repetition of the thoroughness of the 

destruction. 

 

 This argues forcefully for a global flood and not a local 

one. Those who reject the global flood  

 

 

4)  The Universality of the Flood -- is another important doctrine 

taught in Scriptures which has come under intense liberal and neo-

evangelical assault. We must defend it and never succumb to their 

subtle attacks. Like the Eve and serpent incident, all it needed was 

to open a minute crack on our biblical door of conservatism, the 

flood of falsehood and compromise will sweep through and the 
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foundation of our faith will collapse. A universal Flood means that 

the whole earth was covered by the great deluge. All living 

creatures, except for the fish in the seas, were killed. Another term 

to describe it is "global" flood. 

 

Genesis 8 continues on where Genesis 7 left off. The last verse of 

Genesis 7 revealed to us that the waters covered the whole earth 

and remained in that manner for 150 days. This emphasized the 

fact that no living thing (other the fish in the sea) outside of the ark 

would survive. 

 

Genesis 8:1 is most reassuring. God remembered Noah and all the 

living creatures that were inside the ark with him. It was time for 

the flood waters to recede. Now that the waters above the 

firmament had also come down onto the waters below, similar to 

the day 2 of creation (see 1:6-8), the "earth" or land which will 

appear now will not be the same as before the flood. This time the 

land will have to be higher and the valleys to contain the waters 

will have to be deeper. 

 

The ark rested on the seventeenth day of the seventh month upon 

Mount Ararat. The waters decreased rapidly and by the tenth 

month the tops of the mountains were visible (8:5). At the end of 

forty days, Noah opened the only window of the ark and sent forth 

a raven. He also sent off a dove to see if the waters had abated 

from off the face of the ground. The dove returned to Noah. 

Finally, after waiting in the ark for another 7 days he sent the dove 

out again. This time the dove did not return. Noah removed the 

covering of the ark and saw that the face of the earth was dry. The 

sequence of the events pertaining to the flood is proof of a global 

flood. It took many days and many different steps for the water to 

recede completely for pant life to appear.  

 

The Flood in Noah’s Day is used by God to remind us of the 

certainty of future judgement. Just as there was a global judgement 

in the past, i.e. Noah’s time, be assured that they will also be 

another global judgement in the future. Luke 17:26-27, “And as it 

was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of 

man. They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given 

in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the 

flood came, and destroyed them all.”  

 

NOTE: 2 Peter 3:3-7, “Knowing this first, that there shall come in 

the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, 

Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell 

asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the 

creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word 

of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the 

water and in the water:  Whereby the world that then was, being 

overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, 
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which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto 

fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 

 

a)  The antithesis to the Universal flood is what we call the 

local or regional flood theory. People like Bernard Ram, 

says that "the entire record must be interpreted 

phenomenally. If the flood is local though spoken of in 

universal terms, so the destruction of man is local though 

spoken of in universal terms (The Christian View of 

Science and Scripture, 1955, 239). Their arguments are 

taken from Ramm, 238-249: 

 

i) It cannot be demonstrated that the totality of 

language necessitates a universal flood. ("All" does not 

mean "every last one" in all of its usages -- cf. Psa. 22:17; 

Jn. 4:39; Matt. 3:5; Deut. 2:25; Gen. 41:57). 

 

ii) The universality of the flood traditions cannot be 

appealed to. 

 

iii) There is no known geological data to support those 

who defend a universal flood. 

 

iv) Some of the problems in connection with the 

universal flood are enormous: Problem of the amount of 

water required by a universal flood to cover the highest 

mountains would require eight times more water than what 

we have today; getting rid of such a vast amount of water 

would have been as miraculous as providing it; the final 

problem with the universal flood belief is the multitude of 

improbabilities connected with the animals: How did they 

get to the ark from distant lands and survive? 

 

NOTE: Many of them who hold to theistic evolution and 

progressive creationism also believe in the local or regional 

flood. The reason is that the basis for their calculation of 

the age of the earth depends on the surface of the earth. The 

surface of the earth must not be affected by a global 

catastrophe or else the reading of the age of the world 

would be affected drastically. The reading of the surface of 

the earth depends on a constant rate of decay. This would 

be interrupted if there is a global catastrophe.   

 

 

b)  The arguments in support of the universal flood are taken 

from Whitcomb's notes: 

 

i) The depth of the flood -- Gen. 7:19-20 states very 

clearly that the whole earth was covered. The true meaning 

of this phrase "fifteen cubits" is found in comparing it with 
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6:15. Nearly all commentators agree that the phrase "fifteen 

cubits" refers to the draft of the ark. In other words the ark 

sank into the water to a depth of fifteen cubits (one half of 

its total height) when fully laden. This tells us that the 

Flood waters "prevailed" over the tops of the highest 

mountains at least such a depth. If the Flood had not 

covered the highest mountains by at least such a depth, the 

ark would not have been able to float over them during the 

five months in which the waters "prevailed" upon the earth. 

 

ii) The duration of the flood -- was 371 days i.e. 

slightly more than a year. This length of time is very 

consistent with a universal flood. Water prevailed 150 days. 

[i.e. A 5 month duration with a 30 day month. (This equals 

150 days from 1st pitter patter of rain from heaven 

including the 40 days and 40 nights of continuous rain 

(7:17). 601 yrs. 2 months 27 days (8:13-14, earth dried) - 

600 yrs. 2 months. 17 days (7:11 rain started). This makes a 

time period of 1 yr. and 11 days. Assuming a 30 day month 

then 1 yr. = 12 x 30 days = 360 days. 

 

iii) The geology of the flood -- Genesis 7:11 says that 

"on the same day were all the fountains of the great deep 

broken up". BDB [Classical Hebrew Lexicon] says 

correctly that “the deep” refers to subterranean waters 

which also points back to the deep of 1:2 and speaks of the 

vast subterranean and suboceanic foundations upon which 

the antediluvian world was resting. 

 

iv) The size of the ark -- according to Gen. 6:15 

measures 450 feet long (300 cubits), 75 feet wide (50 

cubits), and 45 feet deep (30 cubits). These measurements 

are based upon the conservative Hebrew standard of about 

18 inches per cubit. One cubit corresponds to the distance 

from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow. 

 

This gives a displacement of about 43,300 tonnes which is 

nearly equal to that of the Titanic. Thus the ark was a 

vessel of three decks with a capacity of 1,500,000 cubic 

feet, a deck area totaling 101,250 square feet. 

 

For Noah to build an ark of such great proportions for eight 

people and a few animals in the Mesopotamia region is 

quite ludicrous. 

 

v) The need of an ark – would be ridiculous if the 

flood was a local or regional one. They could just move 

away. For Noah to build an ark of this size is quite 

unnecessary to say the least. Henry Morris says, "The entire 

Bible record of the Flood becomes almost ridiculous if it is 
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conceived in terms of a local flood. The whole procedure of 

constructing a great boat, involving a tremendous amount 

of work, can hardly be described as anything but utterly 

foolish and unnecessary. How much more sensible it would 

have been for God merely to have warned Noah of the 

coming destruction, so that he could have moved to another 

region to which the flood could not reach. The great 

numbers of animals of all kinds, and certainly the birds, 

could easily have moved out also, without being stored and 

tended for a year in the ark! The entire story thus becomes 

little more than nonsense if it is taken as a mere local flood 

in Mesopotamia. (From a paper read at the 8th Annual 

Convention of the American Scientific Affiliation, Sept. 

3,1953). This quotation is taken from Whitcomb's notes). 

 

vi) The testimony of the apostle Peter -- in 2 Pet. 3:3-

7 points to two events of the past which emphasizes the 

certainty of the universal cataclysmic effect of the Second 

Coming of Christ. The two events are: the creation of the 

world and the second is the Flood. It is the second event 

which is of interest to us. Just as the Flood was a universal 

one so too the Second Coming of Christ. It will be a time of 

impending global judgement for all mankind. 

 

Peter also gives a contrast between the world that then was 

and the world that is right now. The Flood was that event 

which changed the world. This word from Peter counters 

the view of the uniformitarians who assume that "all things 

have never yet been upset by a universal catastrophe". 

 

vii) The total destruction of a widely- distributed 

human race -- is supported by these four reasons: the 

stated purpose of the Flood (cf.Gen.6:5-7) was the 

punishment of a sinful race; Genesis, 1 and 2 Peter testify 

that only Noah and his family survived the Flood; Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Saviour states that all men were 

destroyed by the Flood (cf.Lk. 17:26-30); and the covenant 

which God made with Noah after the Flood becomes 

meaningless if only part of the human race had been 

destroyed. 

 

NOTE: 2 Peter 2:5, “And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth 

person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the 

ungodly;” The time before the final global destruction by fire will also be 

preceded by a world or immorality, idolatry, fornication and all kinds of evil just 

like in the days of Noah before the global flood.  

 

5)  The "New" Beginning – This new beginning was similar to the beginning 

of Adam and Eve. The difference was in the size of their family. In the 

case of Adam and Eve it was the two of them. In the ase of Noah it was 
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eight of them. They owned the entire earth. They could live anywhere they 

liked for free. Land was cheap when there was no one to compete with 

you. Land like everything on this earth has no intrinsic value outside than 

what man is willing to pay for it. The things on this earth ha sno real value 

at all! It is a matter of supply and demand. Therefore it is foolishness for 

man to think he is rich because he has some money in the bank or lived in 

a large house! It is fool’s gold. It has all the appearance of wealth but in 

reality it is a pile of refuse!  

 

a) At the end of the Flood, after they have safely landed and came out of 

the ark, God told Noah to bring every living thing out of the ark that 

they may once again breed abundantly, and be fruitful and multiply 

upon the earth (8:15-17). 

 

b) Noah and his family offered to the LORD a sacrifice which the LORD 

accepted and said that it was sweet savour. Then the LORD gave them 

a covenantal promise that He will not "curse the ground any more for 

make's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; 

neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done 

(Gen. 8:21)". The earth was renewed and given a new "beginning" but 

not the sinful heart of man. Only by the blood of the Lamb of God can 

man's heart be cleansed from his sin forever.  

 

Have you believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour? 

 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT—Genesis SIX to EIGHT 

 

1. What is the significance that the longsuffering of God is not infinite? There is a limit 

to His tolerance of sin. 

 

2. Do you think that the wickedness of man today is very similar to that of the day of 

Noah? Give examples to support your answer. 

 

3. Can the word destroy (cf. Gen. 6:7) mean annihilation? 

 

4. Supposing Noah believed God but did not do what God told him to do i.e. to build the 

ark. Would he or would he not perish still? Would you say that his faith is genuine? 

 

5. How did Noah know what beasts were clean and what were not? What do we 

understand by "clean"? Can all clean beasts be used as an offering to God? 

 

6. Was the topography and terrain the same before and after the flood? What implication 

did this have on Noah and his family? 

 

7. Tabulate and add up the total number of days the flood lasted. 

 

8. Why did Noah send out the raven and the dove? 
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9. Why do people believe in the local flood? Do you think that this is a cardinal doctrine 

which entails separation? Would you be comfortable if your pastor holds to the local 

flood? 

 

 

THE NEW BEGINNING (GEN. 9) 

 

Introduction  

 

The new “genesis” began where chapter 8 left off. This new beginning would start with a 

family of 8. Noah was the head of the family. He was the richest family on this new 

planet earth for all time! His family owned the whole world! To illustrate what God had 

said earlier in chapter 8:21 that the imagination of man was still evil from his youth, we 

have a sad ending to this new beginning as revealed at the close of chapter 9. Noah had to 

curse one of his own descendants, his grandson because of the sin committed by one of 

his sons. Noah too committed the sin which is so prevalent today and have been taken 

very lightly by Christians, the sin of drunkenness. 

 

But it was not all darkness and gloom in this new beginning. The common grace of God 

promised that as long as the earth remained there would be seedtime and harvest and the 

four seasons. God promised that He would not destroy mankind by a global flood again 

and a new covenant was established to comfort as well as to remind man of what God 

had done and gave to man what did not deserve. 

 

A)  The new beginning included: 

 

1) 9:1 -- The command to "be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth." 

The earth needed once more to be replenished since all mankind were 

destroyed by the flood, except for Noah and his family. This command 

was given to Adam and Eve. They obeyed God and replenished the earth. 

Man lived hundreds of years before the flood. Methuselah was the oldest 

who lived 969 years before he died. With the longevity of mankind and 

with a heart full of sin the world lasted only 1,666 years before God wiped 

the world clean of sinners, the wicked and evil world of Noah’s 

generation. With this new beginning it was not a new requirement. It was 

a repeat of the same command by God to Adam now given to Noah. Noah 

must replenish the earth in order for God’s plan of salvation for mankind 

to be fulfilled.  

 

For man to remain in one spot was rebellion and not just disobedience. 

God’s plan of salvation would be thwarted if mankind did not disperse. 

Nations have to be formed and God’s nation i.e. the nation of Israel cannot 

be formed if mankind did not disperse.  

 

2) 9:2-3 – For the first time animals, birds and fishes will be afraid of man. 

They will be delivered i.e. given into the hands of man for food and for his 

use. This was because man was given permission by God Almighty to eat 

meat for the first time just as man was allowed by God to eat every herb 

only in the days of Adam. The animals will not come to man obediently 

whenever man calls, like before. They would flee from man because man 
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would want to eat them now. These creatures of God include – every beast 

of the earth (land animals); every fowl of the air (birds), every moving 

thing upon the earth (reptiles, bugs, insects, etc); and all the fishes of the 

sea.  

 

This means that anything and everything that have two legs or more or 

even without legs like the snake could be food for man. Anything that 

moved would be free game for mankind. Before this command was given 

it was a sin to eat meat. Now that the command was given it was no longer 

a sin to eat meat. This is the significance of a command given by God.  

 

Q. Did mankind in his disobedience eat meat before the global flood?  

 

3) 9:4-6 -- But flesh with life i.e. with blood in it, man is forbidden to eat. 

Blood represented life. Verse 4 made it clear that life equals blood in the 

eyes of God. Blood is life and life is in the blood. Man was commanded 

by God with a very strong prohibition (same in strength as the Decalogue) 

not to eat blood or flesh with blood in them. This meant that the blood of a 

dead animal had to be drained off first before consumption. Man was not 

allowed to eat a strangled animal where the blood of that animal remained 

inside it.  

 

The life of man is much higher than that of animal. If a man's life is taken 

by an animal or by man himself he must pay for it with his own life. There 

is no exception to this command. This is more than just the simple law of 

capital punishment but a spiritual indictment against evolutionism which 

teaches that man is related to animal hence the life of man and animal are 

the same as they came from the same source! This is blasphemy. There is 

a chasm between man and animals which could never be bridged. Man 

was made in the image of God and animals were not. This was the 

foundational reason for man's punishment with death if man were to take 

another man's life. The phrase “will I require it” is mentioned three times 

in verse 5 for emphasis. God will hold man or animal responsible for 

killing another man. 

 

God has set a very high standard for the life of man by invoking the law of 

capital punishment. Man has lowered the view of life by rejecting capital 

punishment. It is barbaric when man has such a low view of life and does 

not practice capital punishment. The only fair and just exchange when a 

man takes another man’s life (murder) is with his own life. To do 

otherwise is to lower the value of the life that had been taken by stealth! 

The reason for this high view of the life of mankind is because the image 

of God remains in man still even after the Fall of man. In other words the 

fall of man did not destroy or vitiate the image of God in man. It marred it 

but not destroyed it.  

 

4) 9:7 -- The command to be fruitful and multiply does not apply to animals, 

birds, and fishes but to man only. The animals, fish and birds will know 

what to do after they came out of the ark. They will naturally replenish 

themselves and multiply. However, mankind had to be told expressly by 



 63 

God will be fruitful and multiply and bring forth abundantly and multiply 

themselves. Mankind is prone to disobey God and not want to multiply 

and spread out to all parts of the earth.  

 

It is as if God was telling man that the focus was always man and not the 

rest of His creation. Mankind was the climax of God’s creation. Man must 

remain and not become extinct whereas animals and birds and fish and 

creepy crawlies may become extinct in due course. Man will hunt animals, 

birds and fish for food and they will therefore not be fruitful and multiply. 

But this will be the new structure for mankind to exist in the world until 

the millennium begins (cf. Isa. 11:1-9). Do not be a fool and call the 

monkey your forefather. He will never be. This is to insult God and make 

a fool of oneself.  

 

Q. Does this mean that family planning is a sin? Bear in mind that both the 

commandments to replenish and multiply were given when the earth had 

less than ten persons. It was for the purpose of fulfilling God’s plan of 

salvation for mankind that this command was given to Adam and Noah 

respectively. To Adam and Noah it would be a sin if they practiced family 

planning and refused to replenish the earth. Thank God that they both 

obeyed the LORD. We are not bound by this command today. Therefore it 

is not a sin to practice family planning unless the method one uses for 

family planning involved taking a life. Then it is not the issue of family 

planning but the method of family that is wrong.  

 

 

B)  God gave them the sign of the rainbow that He will not destroy the earth ever 

again. 

 

1) 9:8-10 -- This Noahic covenant was made by God to the family of Noah 

which was means to the whole world since Noah's family at that time 

represented the whole world! This was a covenant which continued on to 

succeeding generations without end so long as mankind exists on the 

earth. Animals, birds and fish were not excluded from this Noahic 

covenant. They were also included in this Noahic covenant.  

 

Noahic covenant was not a new covenant but a continuation of the same 

covenant that God gave to Adam in Genesis 3:15. This was still a 

covenant of grace and suzerainty in nature still. It is therefore to be 

understood as an extension or addition to the covenant of grace based 

upon progressive revelation. The genealogy of the next two chapters 

which culminates in Abram argues for this interpretation. 

 

2) 9:11-12 -- The nature of the covenant was that God will not destroy the 

earth again with a flood. This does not mean that God will not destroy the 

world at all. Verse 11 makes it abundantly clear that flood cannot a local 

or a regional but a global flood. The promise of God here is that He will 

never destroy the earth ever again by water. If it is a local flood as the 

theistic evolutionists argue then God would be said to have broken His 
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perfect Word! There had been innumerable local floods all over the world 

since the day of Noah’s flood! 

 

God did not say that He will NOT destroy this world again but that He 

will not destroy this world by water. 2Peter 3:1-9 reveals that God will 

destroy the earth by fire in the last day. From 2 Peter 3:1-9 we see that the 

basis and reality for the global destruction by fire in the last days is the 

global flood!  

 

3) 9:13-17 -- The sign of this everlasting covenant was the rainbow. God says 

that He will remember this Noahic covenant every time the rainbow 

appears. This is indeed an act of grace on the part of God for He knows 

full well that sinful men are ungrateful and have not the strength to keep it.  

 

The Bible says that the LORD “will remember” His covenant which He 

has made between Him and the earth. This will be the sign that represents 

that God will keep His covenant. Those who deny the global flood deny 

the very Word of God. The LORD put His name on the line by declaring 

that the rainbow will be the sign that demonstrates His covenant with the 

earth. A covenant is not something that God takes lightly. God is a 

covenant keeping God. It is based entirely upon His Word. If He does not 

keep His word it is as good as saying that He has broken His covenant.  

 

4) 9:18-29 -- The focus shifts to Noah and his sons. The names of Noah’s 

three sons were listed. They were Shem, Ham and Japheth. Ham was the 

father of Canaan. It was through these three sons of Noah that the world 

overspread.  

 

Whatever profession Noah had before the flood was gone. If he had been a 

computer expert, it will be of no use to Noah as there are none of the 

systems and electricity that were required for computer usage. If he had 

been an engineer or architect these professions would also be rendered 

useless. The only profession left for him was farming. That was what he 

became. He planted a vineyard. In the passage of time, Noah drank of the 

wine that he produced. Apparently the wine that he drank had fermented. 

This means that it was soon after the juices were pressed and stored in jars 

and were not sealed tight like today’s pure grape juices. Low alcohol 

content formed in the grape juice. Even with that low amount of alcohol 

but when drunk in copious amount it can still cause a person to get drunk. 

That was exactly what happened to this godly man! What a very sad event 

to be remembered as one of the last acts done by God’s servant.  

 

Noah became drunk from the fermented grape juice. He lay down inside 

his tent naked. This was a big mistake committed by Noah which will now 

lead to the sin of his son. His son, Ham, saw the nakedness of his father 

and instead of covering his father's nakedness, he told it to his brothers. 

The sight of his father’s nakedness was not a sin as it was accidental. It 

was a not a deliberate act on the part of Ham. However, the act of telling 

the father’s nakedness to the other brothers was a sin. He had embarrassed 

his father in front of his brothers. For that he would be punished.  
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His brothers were more noble than Ham and they walked backwardness 

toward their father, who was still naked, and covered him. They did not 

see their father's nakedness. When Noah awoke from his drunken stupor, 

he knew that his younger son, Ham had seen his nakedness and Canaan, 

Ham's son was cursed by Noah. NOTE the use of the poly-syndeton from 

verse 20 onwards till verse 24. Every action from that point onwards was 

deliberately done and emphasized for our reader’s attention. This was a 

serious sin committed by Ham and extremely significant as it determines 

the future generations of each of the three sons.  

 

Why did Noah curse the son of Ham, Canaan when it was Ham who 

sinned against him? This is a common practice whereby the descendants 

of a person is either blessed or cursed by God because of the action of the 

forefathers. (See also blessing of Isaac and Jacob of their respective 

children in Genesis 27, 28, 48, and 49). The consequences of our action 

can affect generations. A person who worships idols could pass idolatry to 

the third and fourth generations (cf. Exodus 20:4-5). The sin of Eli the 

high priest in 1 Samuel 2-4 resulted in the termination of the Ithamar line. 

The covenantal relationship within a family is not only for blessing but 

also cursing. The consequences of blessings and cursing cut both ways. 

We have to realize that our present actions will have lifelong and at times 

eternal consequences on our loved ones and in particular our children.  

 

Canaan will be the servant of servants to both Shem and Japheth. This means that 

the descendants will become abject slaves to the descendants of Shem and 

Japheth. The blessing or cursing of Noah is not to be compared with the hope and 

sayings or even blessings of present day fathers which have not efficacy. It is only 

a wish of a hope that may or may not come to pass. The blessings or cursing of 

Noah are equivalent to prophecies of God which will definitely come to pass.  

 

Verse 26 – Blessed be the LORD God of Shem and Canaan shall be his servant. 

This statement summed up the relationship between the descendants of Shem and 

Ham. But the important point to note here is the blessing that God declares here 

through the blessing of Noah. Shem’s God is called the LORD God! This means 

that through Shem will the Messiah come. Canaan shall be the servant of Shem 

came to pass in the days of Joshua when the Land of Canaan was conquered and 

took the Canaanites into captivity.  

 

Verse 27 – God shall enlarge Japheth i.e. Japheth shall grow big and strong in 

numbers and will spread far and wide and possess large parts of the earth. 

However, he shall dwell in the tents of Shem which means that they will be 

friendly toward the descendants of Shem rather than to occupy them. The 

Canaanites will also be their servants.  

 

Verse 28-29 – Noah lived after the flood another 350 years. He dies at the ripe old 

age of 950 years. Whether Noah witnessed the growth and dispersion of the 

descendants of his three children before he died can be easily determined by some 

simple mathematical calculation. The dispersion occurred is the days of Peleg 

(10:25). Based upon Genesis 11:1-26, we are given a glimpse of the time frame in 



 66 

which certain individuals from the godly line were born. Below is a summary of 

the age of the individuals when their respective sons were born.  

 

SHEM – 100 years old when Arphaxad was born (2 years after the flood) 

 

ARPHAXAD – 35 years old when Salah was born 

 

SALAH – 30 years old when Eber was born 

 

EBER – 34 years old when Peleg was born 

 

PELEG – 30 years old when Reu was born 

 

REU – 32 years old when Serug was born 

 

SERUG – 30 years old when Nahor was born 

 

NAHOR – 29 years old when Terah was born 

 

TERAH – 70 years old when Abram, Nahor, and Haran were born 

 

ABRAM, NAHOR, HARAN 

 

Noah lived 350 years after the flood. Total up the ages from Shem to Nahor we 

have a total of 320 years. Add 2 years since Arphaxad was born two years after 

the flood, it gives us a total of 322 years. This means that Noah was 922 years old 

when Nahor was born. Noah definitely witnessed the dispersion which occurred 

in the days of Peleg. What a sad day for the father to witness the rebellion of 

Nimrod described for us in Genesis 11:1-9.  

 

Noah’s son who lived 500 years after he beget Arphaxad would have seen even 

more than Noah. Shem died at the age of 600 years.  

 

C)  The descendants of Noah spread themselves out far and wide just as God had 

commanded them. But this was not voluntary as we will see in Gen. 11.  

 

Gen. 10 describes the generations of the descendants of Noah. What is recorded 

here in Genesis 10 spans hundreds of years. They were divided according to their 

father (families and nations) as well as their different languages. They all spoke 

one language when they came out of the ark. The language was Hebrew. Verses 

5, 20 and 31 described that these dispersed because they no longer were able to 

communicate with one another. The origin of these new and different languages is 

given in Genesis 11:1-9.  

 

1) 10:2-5 -- It is said that Japheth is the line of the Indo-Europeans. Note 

that the word Gentiles (10:5 – 1
st
 occurrence out of a total of 558 

occurrences) is used here to describe the descendants of Japheth.  

 

2) 10:6-20 – It is said that Ham is the line of the Africans, Lybians, 

Egyptians, Arabians, and the Canaanites. This tells us that the earliest 
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Canaanites were non-Semitics. Of particular interest was Nimrod who was 

a mighty hunter. Based upon the context of the texts he was probably a 

hunter of men than animals. He was the founder of the kingdom of Babel 

(which we will read more of in Gen. 11:1-9), and also Asshur (the 

Assyrians) with their capital city, Nineveh.  

 

3) 10:21-31 -- Having dealt with the lines of Ham and Japheth, Moses now 

turned his attention to the descendants of Shem and keeps it on them 

through the end of the book. The person to note at this time was Peleg 

(10:25). It was in his generation that we were told that the confusion of 

tongues occurred. In Genesis 11 God will focus only on the lineage of 

Shem as the Messianic line will come though Shem’s line and not the lines 

of Ham or Japheth. It is important to note that if anyone claims to be the 

Messiah he has to prove that he comes from the line of Shem (cf. Luke 

3:36).  

 

NOTE: ALL OF THEM WERE DIVIDED ACCORDING TO THEIR LANGUAGES, 

FAMILIES AND NATIONS. GOD DID NOT BREAK UP ANY FAMILIES IN THE 

COURSE OF CONFOUNDING THE LANGUAGES OF THE PEOPLE AT THE 

TOWER OF BABEL. (cf. 10:5, 20, 31) 

 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT—Genesis NINE to TEN 

 

1. Is it wrong for Christians to abstain from meat in his diet? State reasons for your 

answer. 

 

2. Can Christian eat blood? 

 

3. Should Christians be involved in saving the earth? The green movement is getting 

stronger and stronger. How should we respond to it? 

 

 

THE GLOBAL DISPERSION (GEN. 11) 

 

Introduction  
 

This new beginning finds sinful man in the same boat as it was in the days of Noah. We 

thank God that the problem was not as severe as it was in the days of Noah before the 

global flood when the Lord intervened with catastrophic results. In no time at all the 

Bible records that sinful man began to disobey God in a global manner. Man was all 

together for they all spoke one language. They did not disperse and fill the earth as they 

were commanded by God to do so. They wanted to make for themselves a heaven on 

earth. Literally, to bring heaven down to earth! God must intervene and He did! If 

Nimrod had succeeded God’s plan of salvation would have been thwarted.  

 

E must see the spiritual significance in these events especially events pertaining to the 

people of God chosen to be part of the Messianic line.  
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A.  The Cause of the Dispersion 

 

1)  Flood destroyed Sinful men, not sinful nature – 11:1-2 

 

a) The actual number of years that elapsed from the end of the flood to 

Nimrod’s rallying call to build the city of Babel is difficult to 

determine with any certainty. However, we know that it was during 

the days of Peleg that the dispersion took place (see Genesis 10:25). 

Peleg lived 239 years. We know that from the time of the end of the 

Flood to the birth of Peleg it was 111 years (see Genesis 11:10-16). 

The dispersion occurred in Peleg’s lifetime. Therefore the time of the 

dispersion ranges from 111 years to 350 years after the Flood. We do 

not know when the call to remain and build started or how long it 

took but we know that it was stopped by God via dispersion during 

the DAYS of Peleg. Exactly which “day” of Peleg we cannot be 

certain. 

 

b) What is certain is that the sinful depraved nature of the people knows 

no bound. There was no stopping the outward expression of man's 

sinfulness. They had everything going for them but they did not obey 

God and make the most of the new beginning given to them. Instead 

with their ability to speak the same language, they had one sinful 

purpose. They built a city, the city of Babel with Nimrod as the 

founder. Genesis 10:9 said that he was a mighty hunter. He was a 

mighty hunter of man and not animals because the context of 

Genesis 10 was people and not animals or profession of individuals. 

He was a leader of men. He was also a despot and a big bully.  

 

c) The circumstances were very conducive for sinful acts. Imagine a 

world with only one language, Bible says "the whole earth was of 

one language and of one speech". Literally it means "one lip and one 

kind of words". There was little or no hindrance to communication. 

Satan also needs one language in the last days for his end time one 

world government to succeed. English seems to be the language of 

the world today. This was due to the global conquest of the English 

Empire from the 18
th

 to the 20
th

 Century.   

 

 Free said that from studies done in the area of comparative grammar, 

it has been found that known languages are related and could have 

descended from one language [Joseph P. Free, Archaeology and 

Bible History , (Wheaton: Van Kampen Press, 1950), 46-47]. 

According to Grieve, it is now not known what the original language 

was. But up to the nineteenth century, the theory that HEBREW was 

that first language was undisputed [Jerry A. Grieve, "The Origin of 

Languages," Ashland Theological Bulletin 3 (1970):15]. 

 

d) They came eastward and found a plain in the land of Shinar and 

dwelt there. Shinar is in Southern Mesopotamia. This was a very 

fertile region. Constantly irrigated by the rivers Euphrates and Tigris. 

As the people gathered there they agreed among themselves not to 
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leave it. God told them to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the 

earth. The word for “replenish” means “to fill the earth.” To do that 

mankind has to spread far and wide. But the generation led by 

Nimrod says we should stay in one place.  

 

 

2)  Man's Willful Disobedience to God's Command – 11:3-4 

 

a) For fear of being scattered abroad and lose their unity they decided 

to build for themselves a city and a tower. This building project will 

surely keep them together. This will also function as their HQ or 

capital! They will also make a name for themselves. The fact that 

they all spoke only one language facilitated this kind of unity and 

cooperation. It was the first ecumenical movement energized by 

Satan Himself. The leader of Satan’s ecumenical kingdom was 

Nimrod. He was the founder of the city of Babel. Genesis 10:9-10, 

“He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, 

Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD. And the 

beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and 

Calneh, in the land of Shinar.” [Emphasis added]  

 

Verse 3 – The phrase “one to another” literally means “one to his 

companion or friend.” The next phrase “let us make brick” literally 

means “let us make bricks, bricks.” This means to make as many 

bricks as we need to accomplish what our hearts want to do! To burn 

the bricks thoroughly makes the bricks very hard and strong and 

impervious to water. They had bricks for stone which means an 

unlimited number as bricks can be made. Man could make as many 

as they like and build as large and as tall a complex as they like. 

Slime was used as morter or mortar like the cement of today. This 

allows the people to build the complex to be as strong and as tall as 

they wanted. There was no stopping them because they were not 

dependant on what they find from the natural stones around them 

would be limited. They could shape the size of their bricks to any 

size they wanted. This one verse alone demonstrates the skillfulness 

of the people in those days and their engineering prowess.  

 

b) Verse 4 – Using the same verb twice and both of them in the 

imperative (“Go To”) it shows their determination and urgency to 

remain as one at all costs. They will not be moved no matter what. 

From Genesis 10:9 it appears that anyone who opposes Nimrod was 

killed or dealt with severely for the Bible said that he was a mighty 

hunter! Their pride was seen in the statement which described their 

heart condition. They wanted to build and city and a tower. Someone 

taught incorrectly from this passage that building cities and towers 

were wrong. It brings about pride and destruction. This is ridiculous. 

It is like saying that making knives are wrong because people use 

them to kill. It is not the city or the tower or the knives but the 

people who lived in the cities or towers and the people who use the 

knives. We need to use the knives in the kitchen to cut of food. We 
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are living in the cities where churches are built for God’s glory for 

God’s people to worship. What was wrong with the city that Nimrod 

built?  

 

They wanted to build it so that the top of it might reach heaven. They 

wanted to go to where God dwells, heaven. They were in fact 

claiming equality with God by their action. This is no different from 

the sin of Lucifer who says that "he wanted to be like the most high 

(Isa. 14:12-14)". The problem was not building a city. It was to bring 

heaven down onto the earth. He knew that the top of the tower will 

not reach heaven but that its top would be like heaven itself. They 

also wanted to make a name for themselves. The sin of pride was the 

next problem. They refused to be scattered and fill the earth as the 

LORD had commanded them to do. They deliberately rebelled 

against God’s revealed will for them. This is the heart beat of the 

ecumenical movement. Make God into man’s image and at the same 

time make earth into heaven.  

 

If Nimrod and his people had succeeded and had been left 

unchecked, God’s plan of salvation for mankind would have been 

thwarted by evil man and Satan. This was a spiritual matter and not a 

political or engineering one.  

 

 

B.  The Solution was Dispersion – 11:5-32 

 

1)  God Came and Saw Prideful Man – 11:5-7 

 

a) God is not against the building of high towers and cities. He was 

against the wicked motives for building it. It is just like God is not 

against building an empire but the motive behind the building of that 

empire. Many are built out of pride, the pride of having man’s name 

remembered even after he has died.  

 

b) Verse 5 -- The phrase "the LORD came down to see" is an 

anthropomorphic description of God's judicial cognizance of the 

deeds of wicked men. The LORD is used here to demonstrate that 

He is the same LORD who called Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the 

nation of Israel. This anthropomorphic usage shows that the LORD 

based His judgement on eye witness evidence rather than hear say 

evidence. The confrontation was between the LORD and the 

“children of men.” It might be a spiritual warfare but the enemies 

were people! This is also true today in our spiritual warfare. The 

enemies are not some angelic beings or animals from the jungle but 

human beings and they could be friends and family members!  

 

c) Verse 6 – This is a very revealing verse about mankind from God’s 

perspective. That man is clever is never in doubt. The brilliance of 

man is acknowledged by God here. The question is how is man using 

his brilliance? Is he using his brilliance for God’s glory or man’s? 
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That has always been man’s perennial problem. The people are one. 

They are very united. Their unity will make them strong and 

powerful. They can accomplish much with the material that God 

gave to man to use on this earth. Their oneness of language makes it 

very easy to work together without any barriers. They have begun 

their project of unity at all costs. They will definitely succeed. There 

is no limit to what man can do. It is only limited by their 

imaginations! Not one thing will be restrained form them if they put 

their heart and soul to the task that they have imagined. Man is 

indeed very capable and brilliant! They can conquer and own this 

world! They seemed omnipotent! 

 

d) Verse 7 – The LORD inflicts judicial punishment upon the evil that 

the children of men wanted to do. If God had not intervened there 

was not limit to the wickedness to the deeds of wicked and sinful 

man. God had to stop sinful man for man’s own good. God’s plan of 

salvation depends upon man replenishing the earth. Therefore man 

must replenish the earth as He has commanded. If they do not do it 

willingly then they would have to be forced. The LORD deliberately 

used the same verb “Go To” and with the same force of the 

imperative to demonstrate that this was a direct confrontation 

between God and the children of men. It was God’s will verses 

man’s will! Man said “Let us make and let us build.” God said “let 

us go down and confound.” Here we are given a glimpse like in the 

day of the creation where the plurality of the Godhead is intimated 

by the use of the plural first person personal pronoun.  

 

The nature of the punishment was that God confused their languages 

i.e. their tongue and they could not understand each other any more 

and were forced to scatter. Verse 7 makes it very clear that the 

purpose of the LORD was to confound their language so that they 

will definitely not understand one another i.e. their friend’s speech.  

 

 Jerry A. Grieve says that "to bring about the diversity of language 

the Lord first caused “a dispersion.” The real miracle in the Tower of 

Babel, then, is not the confusion of tongues but the scattering of the 

people (“The Origin of Languages,” by Jerry A. Grieve, Ashland 

Theological Journal. Volume 03:0, 1970, page 17.) 

 

 Grieve based his interpretation largely upon his linguistic science 

which he says proves conclusively that different languages develop 

when a single community splits up and groups migrate to new 

territory. This basis of interpretation is not acceptable because it 

forces the sense of Scripture to conform to so-called language 

science. This is the danger when we allow our own specialty in 

man’s sciences to dominate our understanding of Holy Scripture 

even when the Scriptures speak very clearly. Such an attempt to fit 

Scripture into our own sciences is very dangerous to say the least. It 

must be our conscientious effort to ensure such folly does not occur 

in our understanding and teaching of God’s holy Word.  
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2)  Man Proposes, God Disposes – 11:8-9 

 

a) Verse 8 -- When man refuses to obey God's command willingly, he 

will be forced to do so. Such was the case in the scattering of the 

people. The word for “scattered” means “to dash into pieces.” This 

means that this mass of people that once gathered together for their 

dastard deed were now dispersed far and wide like one who dashes a 

pot into many pieces far and wide. The moment they found that they 

could not understand each other they were forced to scatter 

spontaneously. Therefore the people scattered because they could not 

understand each other and not what Grieve said above. The people 

spread far and wide in accordance with the will of God. Their 

building project came to an immediate halt.  

 

When people could no longer communicate they could not do 

anything together. This confusion of tongue must be understood to 

mean the ability to speak and understand their original language was 

taken away from them. A new language was given to them that they 

had never learned and never existed before but suddenly they were 

able to communicate with one another in that new language! This 

must not be compared with the day of Pentecost when the people 

spoke in new tongues. The people could still speak their original 

language or languages and a new one was given to them on top of 

the old. This was also the Apostle Paul’s experience. Here in Genesis 

11 God told away the old and gave them a new. The people were 

divided or dispersed by God according to their languages as Genesis 

10 reveals. The sons of Japheth spoke one language, the sons of Ham 

another language and the sons of Shem another language. My 

opinion is that the sons of Shem retained the Hebrew language since 

Abraham spoke with the LORD and the LORD spoke to him in the 

Hebrew language, assuming that Hebrew was the first or original 

language that everyone spoke.  

 

b) Verse 9 -- The name of the place was called Babel which means "to 

confuse." It is taken from the verbal root form for “confound” 

mentioned in verse 7. Man proposed his first one world government 

but God saw to it that they do not succeed in their wicked ways and 

he summarily disposed of it. But in God’s time, a similar one world 

system led by the Antichrist will become a reality in the distant but 

to us a very near and foreseeable future. 

 

 Scripture is clear that there will be a one world government in the 

end times and Satan with the help of the Antichrist and the false 

prophet will be its leader. He is the master planner behind this evil 

one world government. He thinks that he will be able to thwart God's 

eternal plan of salvation for mankind. He will fail again just as he 

failed here at Babel. This evil plan of Satan is mentioned in 

Revelation 13 and 17. 
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3)  The lineage of the Messiah – 11:10-32 

 

a) God continues to work in the lives of man by separating for Himself 

a people who will be called by His Name. The chosen line was 

Shem. Through this line, the fulfillment of Gen. 3:15 will come to 

fruition. In the meantime we must open our spiritual eyes to behold 

the wondrous things that God will do through men and women just 

like ourselves, with all the frailties and weaknesses. 

 

b) The ages of man dropped sharply after the flood. See table below. 

 

Name       Age They Died 

 

Noah    950 yrs.  

Shem    600 yrs. 

Arphaxad    438 yrs. 

Salah     433 yrs. 

Eber    464 yrs. 

Peleg     239 yrs. 

Reu    239 yrs. 

Serug     230 yrs. 

Nahor     148 yrs. 

Terah     205 yrs. 

Abraham (25:7)   175 yrs. 

Isaac (35:28)   180 yrs. 

Jacob (47:28)   147 yrs. 

Joseph (50:26)    110 yrs. 

 

 Note that there is a difference between the genealogies of Gen. 5 and 

that of Gen. 11: the age at death is omitted. Moses' chief interest at 

this juncture was not on Shem but more on the line of Terah from 

which Abraham comes. 

 

 Although Moses died at the age of 120, he wrote in Psalm 90 that the 

life span of man in general is three score years and ten. It is only by 

reason of strength that he might add another to more years.  

 

c) Verse 30 – This is the key verse in chapter 11 that will become the 

central theme behind Abram and Sarai’s faith.  

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT —Genesis ELEVEN. 

 

1. When man spoke one language they made for themselves a one world government. Is 

the one world government being fulfilled today? Do you see any similar ingredients 

in the days of Babel and today to form a successful one world government? 

 

2. Which language do you think was the first language? 

 

3. Why do you think the ages of Noah's descendant dropped drastically compared to the 

life span of the people before the flood? 
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GENESIS 12-24 

 

THE LIFE AND JOURNEYS OF ABRAHAM  

 

I.  THE DATING OF ABRAHAM  

 

A.  The Key Text 

 

1) The text which is pivotal to the determination of the dating in the Old 

Testament is 1 Kings 6:1. This verse says ". . . in the four hundred and 

eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of 

Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, . . . that he began 

to build the house of the LORD."  

 

2) From Edwin R. Thiele, the final year of Solomon's reign is 931 B.C. [A 

Chronology of the Hebrew Kings, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing 

House, 1977), 21]. Thus the date of Solomon's fourth year reign is 931+35 

= 966 B.C. since Solomon reigned for forty years.  

 

The date of the Exodus is 966 + 480 - 1 = 1445/6 B.C.  

 

Exodus 12:40 -- Jacob's family arrived in Egypt 430 years before the 

Exodus. Therefore Jacob came into Egypt in 1875 B.C. (1445 + 430 = 

1875). 

 

Genesis 47:9 -- Jacob was 130 years old when he came into Egypt. He 

was born in 2005 B.C. (1875 + 130 = 2005). 

 

Genesis 25:26 -- Isaac was 60 years old when Jacob was born. Isaac's 

birth date is 2065 B.C. (2005 + 60 = 2065).  

 

Genesis 21:5 -- Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born. 

Abraham was born in 2165 B. C. (2065 + 100 = 2165). 

 

3) Genesis 12:4 -- Abraham was 75 years old when he came out of Haran. 

This would be in the year 2090 B. C. (2165 - 75 = 2090).  

 

 

II.  THE "EARLY" YEARS OF ABRAM -- Gen. 12-16 
 

The salient features of Abram's life relate to his responses to God's manifold promises. 

Abram's life was an example of the development of the Christian's growth in faith. For 

example Abram was promised a seed, and when that seed was delayed, he must learn to 

see meaning in that delay and learn to have faith in God. When he was promised a 

land, and that land was not given to him in his lifetime, he must look beyond the 

promise to its Maker so that he might understand and continue to live by faith in that 

land that was owned by the powerful marauding Canaanites. When he was commanded to 

sacrifice his only begotten son, Isaac, he must obey with a willing heart of love, at the 

same time learn to see through to balance THE COMMAND WITH THE PROMISE OF 

THE SEED OF A NATION AND LEAVE THE OUTCOME TO GOD AND TO FIND 
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IN GOD HIS ALL SUFFICIENCY. The apostle Paul cited Abraham’s faith as THE 

example for all believers to emulate. Abraham is known as the father all the faithful due 

to the growth and demonstration of his faith before God. If a believer today wants to 

know if his faith is genuine, study Abraham’s faith and compare it with his. 

 

Through all of his experiences he must come to see God as the origin of all that he will 

endure. Stigers rightly states that, “By the deferral of his hopes he must grow to see that 

not in the things promised but in Yahweh-God alone is all reality. God designs certain 

tests and trials in regard to earthly things so that we may see that our inheritance resides 

in God Himself -- in our finding them nothing without Him, and in Him everything even 

without them.” [Harold G. Stigers, A Commentary on Genesis, (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan Publishing House, 1976), 135].  

 

The mention of Sarai in Gen. 11:30 regarding her barrenness will bring to the foreground 

the elements about which the faith of Abram is to be developed. This inevitably narrows 

the promise of God's salvation to one couple Abram and Sarai. The promise of God will 

center on Sarai’s bareness. 

 

From the account of Abram's life we can learn the meaning of biblical faith. Faith is 

defined as trust in the divine Word, a trust which relies on God to perform His Word. 

This trust is seen in the life of the believer. He patterns and lives his life in light of God’s 

Truth. This is faith -- trust or rest in God (Stigers, 135). This does not mean that the one 

who trusts will ALWAYS exhibit this kind of faith. e.g. Gen. 15:8; Mk. 9:24. He might 

stumble and fall. It is not the perfect keeping of God’s Word that evidence true faith but 

the reality of living a holy life according to Scriptures.  

 

A.  The Call of Abram and His Entrance into Egypt -- Gen. 12:1-20 

 

1) Abraham first received his call in Ur of the Chaldees. This fact cannot be 

determined from Genesis 11:31. Acts 7:2 tells us that God called Abram 

when he was in Ur of the Chaldees. (cf. Gen. 15:7; Josh. 24:2; Neh. 9:7) 

Thus the call of Abraham in Gen. 12:1-3 was perhaps, a reiteration of that 

call at Ur. 

 

What was Ur of the Chaldees like? The city was protected by a series of 

walls which were, on an average, thirty feet high. The highest point of the 

city was the top of the Great Ziggurat, which rose from the plain along the 

Euphrates. The sacred area which surrounded this temple-tower covers a 

third of the northern half of the site and was by far the most important 

section of the city. . . . The archaeological data give the impression that 

Abraham's Ur was a sophisticated, well-designed, wealthy city, one that 

provided the best available comforts. It is in this light that the nature and 

implications of Abraham's call to a land about which he knew nothing 

must be evaluated. (Davis, 165-166) Abram and Terah probably served 

some of these gods (Josh. 24:2). 

 

2) The precise manner in which he was called is not stated in the text of 

Genesis. But Acts 7:2 states that God appeared to him and told him to 

"GET THEE OUT OF THY COUNTRY, AND FROM THY KINDRED, 

AND COME INTO THE LAND WHICH I SHALL SHEW THEE."  
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3) Did Abram delay his going into the Promise Land because of 

disobedience? I think not. The delay could well have been a result of 

family considerations such as Terah's old age. Davis suggests that "It is 

not improbable that Abraham was awaiting the appropriate time to break 

with his family, and when that time came, God reiterated the call (Davis, 

167). 

 

4) The content of the call requires a man of faith to obey. Abram was that 

man. He was required to leave LAND, KINDRED, AND HIS FATHER'S 

HOUSE to a land which God will shew him. He trusted God completely 

by leaving all. It was not blind faith but insightful faith. His faith was in a 

powerful God who is able to accomplish what He promises. He took God 

at His holy and perfect Word and lived his life in light of that Word. The 

Word from God that Abram received was far less than what we have 

today. We have all sixty six books of the Bible. But the faith that Abram 

demonstrated with so little of God’s Word far exceeds our faith which is 

based upon so much of God’s Word! 

 

5) Gen. 12:1-3 is an enlargement of the proto-evangelion of Gen. 3:15. Four 

promises are seen here. They are: 

 

a. An innumerable people -- Abram will become a great nation. This 

points to the fact that redemption will come through a chosen people 

(12:2a). This refers to the nation of Israel. 

 

b. God will bless Abram -- In its immediate context the reference 

would be to the son born to Sarai his barren wife. This understanding 

is attested by Paul in Gal. 3:16. The remote context would include 

the blessings upon neighbouring peoples (12:2b). 

 

c. The character of Abram -- The Bible says, "and make thy name 

great". Because he trusts in the LORD, his name will become the 

name most fully synonymous with redemptive faith, to the extent of 

his being called the father of the faithful (Stigers, 136) [12:2c]. The 

Ishmaelites were the children of Abraham by flesh; the Israelites 

were the children of Abraham by promise; Christians are the 

children of Abraham by promise. 

 

d. Abram shalt in turn be a blessing -- He will be to his own people 

the medium by which they were taught the grace of God. By the 

expression of his faith in God he will be a blessing to others. This is 

a reference to the Messianic line that will have to come through 

Abraham’s descendants. This is not physical or material blessings in 

term so doctors or cooks or engineers or teachers or philosophers or 

scientists. The blessing here is purely spiritual. It can only come 

through faith and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 

 

6) Whoever will bless Abram will be blessed. Conversely, whoever curses 

him will also be cursed. One imagines how a man who will be a blessing 
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to other nations will receive curses from others. This treatment of Abram 

sums up the two groups of people on this earth. The believers will bless 

Abram for he is their spiritual father. On the other hand the world who 

rejects the gospel will despise the way of Abram and will curse him. His 

way will be detestable in their sight (12:3a).  

 

Q. How is this truth to be applied today? Can we say that those who bless 

Israel will also be blessed today too? (see Numbers 24:9; Psalm 122:6) 

 

7) The call includes the promise that through him ALL families of the earth 

will be blessed. This is the continuation of the revelation of the seed of the 

woman. Firstly we are told that it will come from the seed of a woman. 

But which woman? She shall come from the line of Seth. Then from 

Noah's three sons it further narrows down to Shem. From Shem it narrows 

further to Terah. Of Terah's three sons, Abram was chosen by God to be 

the one through whom the Messiah will ultimately come. This is God's 

progressive revelation to man. It is as it were like a giant three 

dimensional jig-saw-puzzle that slowly reveals the complete panoramic 

picture of who will be THAT seed who will crush the head of the 

serpent!!! (12:3b) Note that every piece of that puzzle is perfect and 

divinely inspired and preserved by God.  

 

8) The land was shown to Abram. But it was occupied by the Canaanites at 

this time. Abram left Haran and reached the plain of Moreh. But the 

Canaanites were in the land (12:4-6).  

 

9) God promised him that the land will be given to his seed. In other words 

he will not live to see the land dwelt by himself and his descendants. But 

by faith he believed God and he DIED IN FAITH, NOT HAVING 

RECEIVED THE PROMISES, BUT WERE PERSUADED OF THEM, 

AND EMBRACED THEM, AND CONFESSED THAT THEY WERE 

STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS ON THE EARTH. . . . THEY DESIRE 

A BETTER COUNTRY, THAT IS, AN HEAVENLY: (Heb. 11:13-16). 

Having received this promise from the LORD, he made an altar there unto 

the LORD (12:7).  

 

10) Abram left the plain of Moreh and pitched his tent between Bethel and Hai 

(Ai). He built an altar there also and called upon the name of the LORD. 

Then he went further south. A famine came upon the land and Abram 

went down to Egypt to stay there (12:8-10). 

 

11) Abram commits his first recorded sin in Egypt, the city which will be 

known in the future as the house of bondage (Exod. 13:3). Abram knew 

that Sarai was a "FAIR WOMAN TO LOOK UPON" and he was afraid 

that he might lose his life because of her beauty. He told her to tell any 

Egyptian that might ask her that she was his sister instead of his wife. The 

people will surely kill him in order to get her (12:10-13). They will treat 

brother well to marry the sister.  
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12) True to his words, the Egyptians found Sarai a fair woman to look upon. 

The princes of Pharaoh's house brought her to Pharaoh himself to add to 

his harem of concubines. Because of this Pharaoh looked upon Abram 

with favor and gave him many animals and servants. The LORD plagued 

Pharaoh and his household with great plagues because he had taken Sarai, 

Abram's wife. Apparently Pharaoh found out the cause of his plagues and 

he confronted Abram.  

 

13) Abram, the father of the faithful, told a half truth, that Sarai was his sister 

(Sarai was Abram's half sister - Gen. 20:12). Abram admitted that he was 

lying because he offered no defense when confronted by Pharaoh (12:18-

20). A lie is a lie. We cannot justify lying under any circumstance. It is 

shameful for Abram, the man of faith, to be rebuked by a heathen king like 

Pharaoh. When a Christian's testimony flies out the window, the shame he 

bears harms the image of God which he bears in his daily walk. The name 

of Christ is drag down the mud when a Christian lies or sin. 

 

 

B.  The Separation of Abram and his Nephew, Lot -- Gen. 13-14 

 

1) Sorrow for sin (13:1-4) -- The story continues from where Gen. 12 left 

off. Abram and his family left Egypt for the Land of Canaan in shame. 

What a terrible testimony to the Egyptians and to Abram’s own family 

especially young impressionable Lot, his nephew, and all his servants. To 

be publicly rebuked by heathens for lying. Abram had become very rich 

from the wealth given to him by Pharaoh. This was not riches that Abram 

could enjoy as he did not obtain them through godly means. He received 

them by lying. Every time he sees his “wealth” it reminds him of his lie! 

What a tragic experience for this man of God. But it was a precious lesson 

to learn for when faith and prayer are absent before actions are carried out, 

dire sinful consequences occur. This is a lesson for us today as well. 

Abram was a believer already when he committed this heinous sin! The 

heinous nature of his sin is measured by the manner in which he was 

publicly rebuked by Pharaoh as witnessed by his men who threw him out 

of Egypt!  

 

Abram went back to Bethel, to the place where he pitched his tent at the 

beginning when he arrived from Haran and built an altar unto the LORD 

(cf. 12:8). What did Abram do when he came to this first altar that he 

built? Abram called on the name of the LORD. In those days there was no 

written Scriptures, for Genesis was probably written by Moses by 

dictation given to him by inspiration from God. Based upon Scriptures, 

Abram had only three experiences where the LORD spoke to him. The 

first was in Ur of the Chaldees, the second was in Haran (Genesis 12:1-3) 

and the third was in the Land of Canaan (cf. Genesis 12:7). “To call on the 

name of the LORD” was a very significant phrase.  

 

When we call someone by name it means intimate knowledge and 

fellowship. Abram knows his God. Now in sadness and sorrow he cried to 

the LORD in mercy after he has failed the LORD and sinned so badly in 
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front of everyone. Would the LORD still want to use such a “failure”? 

This testimony from the Apostle Paul encourages us in times like these. It 

is taken form 2 Corinthians 12:10 (KJV) “Therefore I take pleasure in 

infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 

Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.” God uses us despite 

our sins and frailties. If God were to use only perfect men then He will not 

be using anyone.  

 

2) The Separation (13:5-7) -- Lot was a wealthy man like his uncle Abram. 

The situation at home had reached a point where the land had become too 

small for both their servants and flock and cattle. What it means was that 

the part of the Land where they camped as one family was too small for 

them. The Land of Canaan was large enough for both of them. They could 

no longer stay together. They must separate. On circumstances such as 

this, it is good to go their separate ways. To stay together could result in 

strife where brotherly love can quickly turn into hatred.  

 

The separation was precipitated by a strife between the herdsmen of 

Abram's cattle and those of Lot's. The problem was not based upon bad 

blood between Lot and Uncle Abram. It was a physical problem rather 

than a personal one. This was good for when the separation takes place 

Lot and Abram were sti9ll on good terms. They can help each other in 

time of need. The presence of the Canaanites and Perizzites compounded 

the problem. They must bear a good witness in the midst of heathens. 

Furthermore, an unhappy separation might trigger the Canaanites and 

Perizzites into attacking either party. Division at home will result in 

weakness.  

 

3) The Choice (13:8-13) -- One party has to be magnanimous. If both seek to 

get the best of the land for themselves they will end up hating or killing 

each other. Abram as the elder of the two had every right to make the first 

choice. Instead he gave the privilege over to his nephew. The Land was 

before them when Abram proposed to Lot that if he takes the left then he 

will take the right and vice versa. Lot looked east toward the plains of 

Jordan and it was fertile i.e. well watered everywhere. It reminded Lot of 

the Garden of Eden and the city of Egypt, the land they just came out of. 

Both these areas were well watered and rich in all kinds of properties that 

made a person rich. 

 

The Bible made it abundantly clear that this was the Land before 

destruction. It was lushy green and probably very rich with all kinds of 

precious minerals and stones. This was not a good sign for Lot. His eyes 

should be heavenward rather than earthward. Lot’s criteria were carnal to 

say the least. It reveals the kind of heart that he had. The words of Christ 

in the Sermon capture Lot’s condition accurately. Jesus says in Matthew 

6:21 (KJV) “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  

 

So they separated and Abram dwelt in Canaan and Lot in the cities of the 

plains. Note: Lot pitched his tent TOWARD Sodom. The commentary on 

the men of Sodom does not speak very well of Lot's judgment. The men of 
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Sodom were very wicked and they sinned against the LORD exceedingly. 

Lot does not seem to be bothered by this. He must have been a city man 

whose heart was divided between loving God and the world. This 

describes the heart of many believers today.  

 

4) Covenant renewed (13:14-18) -- After the separation, the LORD 

appeared to Abram and repeated the covenant with some additions:  

 

a. the land that Abram sees with his eyes in all four directions will be 

his and his descendants inheritance forever (13:14-15). 

 

b. his seed will be as the dust of the earth. It will be innumerable 

(13:16).  

 

c. Abram was asked by the LORD to walk through the land as proof of 

ownership that the LORD will surely give it to him and his seed 

(13:17).  

 

Abram removed his tent and went to Mamre, in Hebron and built an altar 

there unto the LORD.  

 

5) The Confrontation (14:1-5) -- The attention shifted to Lot. Four kings 

from the Mesopotamian region fought against the five kings in the Plain of 

Jordan. For the past twelve years, the five kings had been paying tribute to 

Chedorlaomer, the king of Elam. These five kings rebelled on the 

thirteenth year and they were attacked on the fourteenth year. 

 

6) The Capture (14:6-16) -- The five kings lost and were captured. Lot was 

taken as well. Note: Lot was said to DWELL IN Sodom when he was 

captured. He used to dwell TOWARD Sodom. But not any more. One of 

the men escaped and told Abram what happened.  

 

Abram gathered his servants 318 in all, and they went after Lot. He 

pursued them all the way to Damascus. Abram divided his forces and 

managed to get Lot back from his captors. He brought all of them back to 

the plain of Jordan. Please note the use of the poly-syndeton in verse 16 to 

describe the deliberate nature of every deed mentioned there. It was a 

resounding success with no loss of life to Abram and total victory to 

Abram and his men.  

 

7) The Meeting (14:17-20) -- Abram met Melchizedek after he returned 

from his battle and rescued of Lot. Melchizedek was called the king of 

Salem (Peace-c.f. Psa. 76:2) and the priest of the most high God. 

Melchizedek is mentioned elsewhere in Scripture only in Ps. 110:4 and 

Heb. 7:1-10, 17-28.  

 

There have been four basic proposals to Melchizedek's identity:  

 

a. he was a theophany of the pre-incarnate Christ;  
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b. he was a historical, human person who typified Christ--Heb. 7:13 no 

pedigree. Melchizedek raised up by God to the position in a single 

occurrence. 

 

c. he was a Canaanite priest;  

 

d. and he was Shem.  

 

The fourth proposal is the least likely and the second the most likely. The 

name of God in Gen. 14:18-19 (el eleyon), emphasizes God's strength and 

sovereignty. This distinguishes Him from the gods of the Canaanites. 

Melchizedek was a type of Christ as Hebrews 7 and Psalms reveal. Psalms 

110:4, “The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for 

ever after the order of Melchizedek.”  

 

Melchizedek blessed Abram and invoked the name of the LORD by His 

almighty Name. Abram gave him tithes after he was blessed by 

Melchizedek (14:17-20). The greatness of the priestly office of Christ is 

see in Abraham’s offering to Melchizedek. Hebrews 7:4-10 explains 

clearly, “Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even the 

patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. And verily they that are of 

the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a 

commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of 

their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham: But he 

whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and 

blessed him that had the promises.  And without all contradiction the less 

is blessed of the better. And here men that die receive tithes; but there he 

receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth. And as I may so say, 

Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in 

the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him.” 

 

 

8) The Rebuke (14:21-23) -- Abram was offered to keep the goods, which 

he brought back from battle, by the king of Sodom. Abram refused the 

offer. Abram's reasoned that he WILL NOT TAKE FROM A THREAD 

EVEN TO A SHOELATCHET, AND THAT HE WILL NOT TAKE 

ANY THING THAT IS THINE, LEST THOU SHOULDEST SAY, I 

HAVE MADE ABRAM RICH (14:23). Davis comments that THE GIFTS 

OF THE UNGODLY ARE OFTEN ATTACHED TO DEADLY 

STRINGS (Davis, 182).  

 

 

9) This example of Abram toward the king of Sodom was probably Lot’s last 

and final opportunity to get out of Sodom with all that he had. He missed 

it and will pay a very heavy price for what failed to do. He was a Christian 

who tried to love both God and mammon at the same time. He failed 

miserably for that is an impossible feat. In the end he loved mammon and 

lost everything. He tried to hold to that which he could not keep. 
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C.  The Covenant of God with Abram -- Gen. 15 

 

1) Verse 1 -- After these things, the LORD appeared to Abram again. Abram 

might have been a little impatient and fearful that he had not received a 

son from the LORD yet. How long had Abram been in the Land of Canaan 

we cannot be one hundred percent sure. But what we know was that 

Abram was 85 when we examine Genesis 16. He came to the Land of 

Canaan at the age of 75. It must have taken some time for Lot and Abram 

to increase in wealth to the point that they had to separate (Genesis 13) 

and then Lot to be captured by the kings of the north (Genesis 14) that 

perhaps Abram might be around 83 or 84 years old. The LORD reassured 

Abram not to be afraid. The LORD is his shield and his exceeding great 

reward.  

 

A shield is always for protection and not an offensive weapon. Abram 

must have felt insecure and frightened by the surrounding nations that 

existed in walled up cites like Jericho. Travellers lived in walled up cites 

for safety in those days. Abram was not allowed by the LORD to live in 

cities but to remain in the plains as a nomad in tents. The kind of people 

who lived outside of cities and in tents was brigands and gangs of 

marauders who plundered and attacked the helpless. Abram was neither of 

the two. He lived in tents according to the will of God. God had a very 

high purpose for him that required him and his family to live in the plains 

away from all modern civilization. He must not join up with any cities or 

people for safety and security. The LORD will be his shield i.e. his 

protector. The LORD will also be his exceeding great reward which means 

that the LORD will ensure that what he receives while he serves and trusts 

will be the LORD Himself. The presence of the LORD was all the Abram 

needed in this life of faith. He did not have to look to man or anyone else. 

Abram must never compare himself with the world and be judged by 

worldly standards. He is God’s servant with a very high calling and 

mission. Be patient and obey all that the LORD commands you.  

 

2) Verse 2-3 -- Abram asked the LORD what will He give to him since he 

was still childless. Abram proposed to the LORD that perhaps Eliezer, his 

servant, might be his heir according to the custom of his days. Eliezer was 

from Damascus, a Syrian. At this juncture of the account of Abram’s life 

we do not have any biblical record showing that the LORD had told 

Abram earlier that the seed will come from his bowels and that of Sarai 

too.  

 

Abram proposed something that was common in those days as it is today. 

Adoption was an acceptable way to get an heir. Eliezer was already like a 

son to Abram since he was born in Abram’s house rather than bought. He 

was probably very much like Abram a man of faith too. If Eliezer was the 

chief steward mentioned in Genesis 24 who found Isaac a wife in Haran 

then he was indeed a man of God. His prayer was answer by the LORD 

immediately after he prayed. He was very conscientious and knew the 

importance of his spiritual mission as he refused to eat anything until his 

mission was completed.  
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3) Verse 4-5 – But the LORD said that Eliezer shall not be Abram’s heir. 

Abram’s heir must come from his own bowels. The LORD brought him to 

a place where he looked at the night sky and his seed will be as numerous 

as the stars in the sky.  

 

The spectacular sight must have brought a mixed feeling of assurance 

coupled with a deep sense of uncertainty. On the one hand, he believed in 

God that He could do the impossible. Yet the problem had remained the 

same for the past decades after his marriage and their childlessness was an 

insurmountable biological problem that his personal experiences told him 

that he and his wife would probably never have an heir by birth. Now that 

the option of adoption is out of the question then Abram had only two 

options left to have an heir form his own bowels. The first was by way of 

a “surrogate” wife who will bear Abram a son in place of his wife Sarai. 

The second option was to pray and wait for the LORD to do a mighty 

miracle and turn a dead womb into a fruitful one. Abram needed an 

assurance from the LORD in the form of a covenantal sign!  

 

4) Verse 6 -- Abram believed the LORD and it was counted to him for 

righteousness by the LORD (cf. Romans 4:1-22; Gal. 3:1-9). This truth of 

being saved by faith alone and not works is the singular thread sown by 

the LORD throughout the whole Bible, from Genesis to Revelation. The 

chronological sequence between the giving of the sign of circumcision and 

the LORD counted Abram as righteous became a crucial argument for 

justification is always by faith alone and never mixed with works 

including the keeping of the law. Abram was not saved by keeping the 

circumcision. He believed in God and was saved when God imputed to 

him the righteousness that is obtained by faith alone.  

 

Abram’s faith is the same as every believer’s faith throughout the ages. 

The difference in the biblical content of what Abram believed and what 

we believe today does not make any difference to our faith. The believers 

before Abram would have less revelation from God to believe in but if 

they believe then they too would be counted righteous by God. 

Progressive revelation does not change the kind of faith that we have but 

rather the content of what we believe.  

 

Q. Is it true to say that the more revelation we have the easier it is to believe? 

It is also correct to say that the more revelation we have, the stronger our 

faith ought to be?  

 

The LORD counted Abram righteous and not the other way round. This is 

an important truth to note. Man cannot count himself righteous but God 

alone can. In the case of Abram God did. God can do the same for all truly 

born again believers of the Lord Jesus Christ. This verse can describe you 

too if you are born again.  

 

To be righteous means that God sees the believer as one who has no sin 

and has never sinned before! Romans 4:7-8 (KJV) “Saying, Blessed are 
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they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 8 Blessed 

is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.” He is righteous the 

moment he accepts Christ from his heart and he will remain righteous unto 

eternity. If the LORD were to regard his iniquities then the righteousness 

is taken away. Once it is taken away then he has no salvation. The 

salvation of the believer is not like one who light is switched on wherever 

he repents and then switched off whenever he sins. Once righteousness sis 

imputed it is part of the believer’s status forever. When he sins he lost the 

fellowship but not the relationship. In the case of an unbeliever he never 

had any relationship and therefore no fellowship with God as well. The 

basis for fellowship is our relationship with God which comes only when 

righteousness characterized the believer.  

 

5) Verse 7 -- Abram was a Chaldean for some years before he left Ur of the 

Chaldees for Haran (upper Mesopotamia). Therefore culturally Abram 

was a Chaldean. He would understand the manner in which the Chaldeans 

make covenants. If the LORD were to make a covenant with us today then 

it will be signing on pieces of paper with the relevant number of witnesses. 

The LORD told Abram that He was the same LORD who brought him out 

of the Land of the Chaldees. The purpose was to give this land of Abram 

as his inheritance. This land refers to the Land of Canaan that Abram had 

been living in for nearly ten years.  

 

6) Verse 8 – Abram asked God a very logical question, “How do I know that 

I shall inherit it?” Abram needed some form of assurance that he could 

hold onto to that was more concrete than just the sight of the stars in the 

heavens. God condescended to make a Chaldean like covenant with 

Abram. God initiated the preparation of the animals, instructed Abram on 

what animals were to be used, and told him to prepare them and wait. It 

was like the Chaldean covenant only in form but not in substance because 

Abram only understood the manner in which Chaldean's covenant was 

made.  

 

7) Verse 9-11 -- The nature of a Chaldean covenant was affirmed and 

validated by the death of an animal. The conclusion of the Chaldean 

covenant included the eating of a meal. Depending upon the importance of 

the covenant, the number of animals used would increase. More animals 

would be used if the covenant was of great importance. The animal was 

divided into two pieces and the two parties making the covenant would 

walk between the divided portions of the animal. In this way, each party to 

the covenant was saying to the other, "IF YOU FAIL TO PERFORM 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY IN THE COVENANT THAT HAS BEEN 

AGREED, MAY THIS VERY THING HAPPENED TO YOU." (Rodgers, 

25-26) This thing here refers to the person being cut into piece like the 

animals before them.  

 

The Chaldean covenant begins with the question of Abram in 15:8, LORD 

GOD, WHEREBY SHALL I KNOW THAT I SHALL INHERIT IT? God 

instructed Abram to gather the animals together: a heifer of three years 

old, a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtle 
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dove and a young pigeon (15:9). Abram then divided them and waited to 

walk between the divided animals at God's command. The use of all kinds 

of animals, from the ox which the rich would use and turtle dove which 

the poor would use, indicate that this covenant that the LORD made with 

Abram is for all people, the rich to the poor. No one is omitted. Salvation 

through Christ is truly for all, without exception! It is interesting to note 

here that the animals used here correspond with what will be taught later 

in the days of Moses as clean animals that were to be used as offerings 

unto the LORD in the Book of Leviticus.  

 

A covenant is very important when one is serious about keeping one’s 

word as what the LORD has said to Abram. Abram would be very 

comforted that the LORD would make a covenant with him. This was the 

assurance that Abram needed in view of the fact that he did not have any 

written Word of God other than those few times when the LORD appeared 

and spoke to him. Such a covenant made means that both parties must be 

very serious in keeping their part of the covenant.  

 

8) Verse 12-21 – Abram waited and waited for some time. When the sun was 

setting, Abram went into a deep sleep (divine action -- cf. Gen. 2:21; 1 

Sam. 26:12; Job 4:13; 33:15) and was struck with the horror of darkness. 

He was divinely put to sleep so that he need not have to walk between the 

cut pieces of animals. If Abram had walked with God between the cut 

animals then the covenant would have been a BILATERAL covenant. 

Then the fulfillment of the covenant would be predicated on the 

faithfulness of both parties. [Note that God continued to talk with Abram 

even when he was fast asleep.] However, when God alone walked through 

the cut animals it means that the entire covenant depends only on God’s 

faithfulness.  

 

When the sun had set, God walked alone between the animals in the form 

of A SMOKING FURNACE, AND A BURNING LAMP. In this way, the 

covenant between God and Abram was a UNILATERAL covenant. Thus 

the fulfilling of the promise made to Abram to inhabit the land and to have 

a seed as numerous as the stars above is not dependent upon Abram 

fulfilling his responsibility to the covenant. The fulfillment of the 

covenant rests upon God’s faithfulness alone. How true is the fact that 

Abram died hundreds of years before Joshua brought Israel into the 

Promised Land. Abram could only do what he was sup[posed to do by the 

grace of God while he was alive. After he died there was nothing he could 

have done to influence his descendants whom the LORD used for the 

continuation and completion of this promised covenant.  

 

The LORD is the same yesterday, today and forever. He changes not and 

neither does He slumbers. He ever liveth and will forever keep all that He 

has promised. This cutting of the covenant was for the benefit and 

strengthening of Abram’s faith in order that he might obey the will of God 

in his life and not sin against Him. Abram passed the test with flying 

colours. He remained in the Land of Canaan knowing that one day it will 

become the Land of Promise filled with his “children” even though he was 
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not even a father. He believed because God said so and he obeyed for the 

next 100 years of his life till he died at the age of 175.  

 

The additions to the covenant that God gave to Abram include –  

 

¶ Verse 13b -- Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a 

land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them 

four hundred years; -- This will be fulfilled at the end of the Book of 

Genesis when the LORD will bring all the descendants of Abraham 

into Egypt. They will enter as princes but soon become slaves and will 

remain as slaves for the next 430 years. The figure of 400 years is an 

approximate number where the rounding up of the figure is common in 

those days just like today. The life of slavery was significant as Israel 

would not have left Egypt if their lives in Egypt were still that of 

princes. They will be so badly treated by the Egyptian master that 

when it was time for Israel to leave they were so frustrated by the life 

of slavery in Egypt that they left quickly and obediently according to 

God’s will.  

¶ Verse 14 -- And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: 

and afterward shall they come out with great substance. – That nation 

which was Egypt will be judged by the LORD. This judgement of the 

LORD was in the form of ten plagues that the LORD would use with a 

threefold purpose. The first purpose was to strengthen the faith of the 

leader whom the LORD called to lead Israel out of Egypt and into the 

Promised Land. His name was Moses. The second purpose was the 

teach Israel that it was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who is 

now leading them out of Egypt and into the Promised Land. What that 

generation must learn was the importance of their contribution to the 

cause of God in bringing forth a nation that will one day be the nation 

that will bring forth the Messiah. Christ will be an Israelite! The third 

purpose was to humble and destroy Pharaoh and punish him and the 

Egyptians for the abuse that they leveled against the people of God. 

Pharaoh and all of Egypt will learn experientially (but not in the 

salvation sense) that there is only one living and true God in Egypt and 

in this whole earth. It was not any of the pantheon of gods found in 

Egypt but the LORD God of Israel whom he dared to fight against and 

hinder! Pharaoh died in this confrontation with the LORD. When 

Israel left, they left with plenty of substance for the Egyptians had to 

“pay” Israel for the past 430 years of slave service. These will be used 

by the LORD as free will offering from God’s people when they were 

challenged to give of their substance for the construction of the 

Tabernacle and the priestly garments.  

¶ Verse 15 -- And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be 

buried in a good old age. – Abram will not see the fulfillment of any 

of these in his life time on earth but he saw all of them by faith. The 

reason was that he believed in God and was counted for him as 

righteous. This is what faith is all about where God’s servants lived 

their life on earth I light of God’s revelation concerning the future. If 

we do not then our faith is vain! 
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¶ Verse 16 -- But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: 

for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. – In the fourth generation 

i.e. counting from the time they entered the Land of Egypt, Israel will 

come again into the Land and will occupy it as their own. Caleb was in 

the fourth generation from Judah and Moses was the fourth generation 

from Levi (see Exodus 6:16-20). The iniquities of the Amorites were 

full when Joshua brought Israel across the River Jordan in the book of 

Joshua. The entrance into the Promised Land therefore served a 

twofold purpose. The first was to fulfill the promise made by the 

LORD to Abram. The second was to punish the Amorites because 

their sins were full. God did not make any covenant with the Amorites 

but God is the God of heaven and earth and when the sins of any 

nation are full He will summarily judged according to His sovereign 

will. He seeks permission form no man! This truth applies to this 

world of ours today as well. When the sins of the people on this earth 

are full then the wrath of God will be poured down summarily 

according to His sovereign will.  

 

¶ Verse 18b-21 -- Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of 

Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: The Kenites, and the 

Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, 

and the Rephaims, And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the 

Girgashites, and the Jebusites. – This is an important description of 

the boundaries of the Promised Land. The reason is that at no time in 

the history of Israel was this prophecy fulfilled. In other words the 

above promises have already been fulfilled except for this one. The 

time when Israel was at her brightest and most glorious was in the 

days of King David and perhaps Solomon. When their respective 

reigns were evaluated they did not occupy the Promised Land 

according to the boundaries described here in Genesis 15:18b-21. This 

is a very strong argument in favour of the pre-millennial doctrine of 

Christ reigning on earth for 1,000 years. God always keep His 

promises. This promise can only be fulfilled in the days of the 

millennium.  

 

 

D.  The Birth of Ishmael -- Gen. 16 

 

1) Abram, in his eighty fifth year (16:16) decided to "help" God accomplish 

God's promise. This tragic act resulted in the birth of a son who will be a 

source of pain to the descendants of Abram. This was also due to his lie in 

Egypt. The probable explanation on how an Egyptian handmaid ended up 

in Abram’s household was his foray in Egypt during the time of the 

famine as recorded in Genesis 12, soon after his arrival. Abram was 75 

years old then. Pharaoh was lied to by Abram which resulted in him 

getting Sarai for his wife. Or taking Sarai as his wife, Abram was 

rewarded with much by Pharaoh. Part of the payment for Sarai were men 

and maid servants. When he found out that she was in fact Abram’s wife, 

he rebuked him. He did not ask for the return of the “wealth.” Abram left 
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with his new found wealth and returned back to Canaan. What he did then 

will haunt him now.  

 

2) Sarai was still barren at the age of 75. Ten/eleven years have lapsed since 

God first called Abram out of Haran into Canaan. Abram decided to help 

God by acceding to Sarai's request of obtaining a son through her 

handmaid, Hagar. This method of obtaining an heir was a custom in those 

days. The handmaid of the mistress was perceived as a surrogate mother. 

The maid’s womb will bear the seed of the man. Once the child was born 

the mother would name the child and not the maid. The maid has no say in 

the whole matter. Even though this was culturally accepted it does not 

mean it was right. It was a situation of the “lust of the flesh” that resulted 

in the birth of Ishmael. It was a case of cultural expediency and failure of 

Abram in not praying to the LORD for counsel before he acted. He prayed 

to the LORD for counsel before he proposed Eliezer of Damascus, the 

steward of his house, to be his heir by adoption. The LORD said no. Bear 

in mind that at this juncture, the LORD had told Abram that the child will 

from his loins  only. No mention of the child coming from Sarai’s loins 

yet. This does not excuse Abram’s failure to pray and ask God for 

permission but it does mitigate Abram from being castigated by present 

day reader or commentators who condemned Abram to the point of 

vilification that he was a carnal man who was filled with lust.  

 

Abram listened to the voice of his wife Sarai rather than the voice of God. 

He and the rest of the world will now pay the heavy price of Abram’s 

failure. This is attested by verse 3 where the LORD deliberately 

emphasized this factual incident by stating that this incident occurred 10 

years after Abram’s arrival into the land of Canaan. 

 

3) Verse 4-6 -- Hagar conceived and started to despise Sarai (16:4). The 

word for despised means to show contempt. Hagar knew the culture on her 

time and she was not allowed to despise her mistress. She knew that the 

child was not hers but Sarai’s. She was only a slave girl with no right of 

her own. Hagar knew that the fault lies with Sarai that there was no heir 

born to Abram. Abram slept with her once and she was able to have a 

child whereas Sarai had been married for so long still could not have a 

child. Not to be able to give birth for a woman was considered a curse in 

those days.  

 

Sarai complained to Abram. She said that “my wrong be upon thee: I have 

given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, 

I was despised in her eyes: the Lord judge between me and there.” Sarai 

admitted her wrong in this matter. However, the consequences could not 

be reversed. Hagar was still with child. She said to Abram that her wrong 

was now upon him as he was the head of the house and now he had to deal 

with the problem. She confused her fault by saying that it was her offering 

of Hagar to Abram to his bosom. Hagar despised her now because of her 

conception. Abram now has an heir but he was rejected by Sarai! Who 

was right and who was wrong? Hagar was wrong and Sarai was not at 

fault (in that Hagar was not justified in what she did against Sarai) even 
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though she was the one who offered Hagar to Abram. By despising Sarai, 

Hagar had attempted to usurp Sarai’s position as mistress and wife of 

Abram. This was a serious transgression for it borders toward rebellion.  

 

Abram gave permission to Sarai to do to Hagar what she deemed best. In 

other words, Hagar would not be able to take Sarai’s place as mistress.  As 

mistress she could do to Hagar whatever she liked. Gen. 16:6 seemed to 

imply that Hagar was demoted back to that of a slave when she was badly 

treated by Sarai. This was how badly behaved slaves were treated when 

they erred against the mistress. Hagar could not take the humiliation and 

ran away from Sarai. This could have solved the problem of what Sarai 

did.  

 

 

4) Verse 7-14 -- The LORD found Hagar by the fountain of water in the 

wilderness in Shur. “The name of a desert East of the Gulf of Suez. The 

word means a "wall," and may probably refer to the mountain wall of the 

Tih plateau as visible from the shore plains. Gen. 16:14) is said to have 

been "in the way to Shur." . . . . . . The position of Shur is defined (Gen. 

25:18) as being "opposite Egypt on the way to Assyria." After crossing the 

Red Sea (Exo. 15:4) the Hebrews entered the desert of Shur (Exo. 15:22), 

which extended southward a distance of three days' journey. It is again 

noticed (1Sam. 15:7) as being opposite Egypt, and (1Sam. 27:8) as near 

Egypt. There is thus no doubt of its situation, on the East of the Red Sea, 

and of the Bitter Lakes.” (ISBE, Swordsearcher, 6.1) This seems to imply 

that Hagar was finding her way back to Egypt when the LORD found her.  

 

The angel of the LORD (the Lord Jesus Christ) asked her where she came 

from and where she was going. Hagar replied that she fled from the face 

of her mistress. From her reply it is observed that she told the truth and 

admitted that Sarai was still her mistress. Note the mention of Sarai’s 

name. This was in her favour and she could probably go back now and 

submit herself to Sarai. The angel of the LORD told her to return back to 

her mistress and submit herself to her again.  

 

The LORD told her that He will multiply her seed exceedingly and that it 

shall not be numbered for multitude i.e. the number was so large that it 

was not possible to count! The angel of the LORD also told her that she 

was with child and her child will be a son. How did this “stranger” know 

that she was with child? This revelation must have revealed to Hagar that 

this no ordinary mortal. He even knew that her child was a boy! He told 

her to name her son Ishmael (i.e. God hears). The reason was that the 

LORD has heard her affliction. He will be like a wild man literally a wild 

ass of a man. The wild ass refers to the onager, a wild ass of Asia which 

roams the desert at will. This figure depicts very accurately the freedom-

loving Bedouin moving across vast stretches of land (Davis, 189).  

 

He will be against every man and every man’s hand will also be against 

him. He shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. The prophecy 

describe a people that will be against the world and the world would be 

swordsearcher://bible/Ge16.14
swordsearcher://bible/Ge25.18
swordsearcher://bible/Ge25.18
swordsearcher://bible/Ex15.4
swordsearcher://bible/Ex15.22
swordsearcher://bible/1Sa15.7
swordsearcher://bible/1Sa27.8
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against them as well. They would not be able to assimilate in to the lives 

of other nations and other nations will find their way of life difficult to 

accept. This is seen today in the lives of the Middle Eastern people. 

However their will live together with his brethren namely the descendants 

of Abram, Isaac and Jacob! They will not be able to get along with each 

other even though they live near each other.  

 

Hagar called the name of the LORD that spoke to her, “Thou God seest 

me” i.e. El-ro’iy in Hebrew. The reason she gave was that she was 

surprised that this angel of the LORD would care about her. This place of 

the well was called “Beer-lahai-roi” i.e. the well of the one who sees. It 

was located between Kadesh and Bered. 

  

 

5) Verse 15-16 – Hagar bare Abram a son. Abram called his son, Ishmael. 

This means that Hagar must have related her experience with the angel of 

the LOD to Abram. The fact that Sarai did not name Hagar’s son was 

probably due to the fact that Sarai did not accept Ishmael as the legitimate 

heir even though he was from the loins of Abram. Abraham was 86 years 

old when Ishmael was born. 

 

 

 

GENESIS 17-24 

 

THE LIFE AND JOURNEYS OF ABRAHAM - II  

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

I.  THE DATING OF ABRAHAM  

 

II.  THE "EARLY" YEARS OF ABRAM -- Gen. 12-16 

 

A.  The Call of Abram and His Entrance into Egypt -- Gen. 12:1-20 

 

B.  The Separation of Abram and his Nephew, Lot -- Gen. 13-14 

 

C.  The Covenant of God with Abram -- Gen. 15 

 

D.  The Birth of Ishmael -- Gen. 16 

 

 

III.  THE LATER YEARS OF ABRAHAM -- Gen. 17-24 

 

A.  Abraham and the Renewal of the Covenant -- Gen. 17 

 

1) From Gen. 17:1, we found that 13 years had passed since God last spoke 

to Abram. It is sad that man thinks that through the energy of the flesh he 

could give God a hand, even when it was culturally accepted. Ishmael 

would be thirteen years old, the age of adulthood was 12. To prevent the 
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crisis from further decaying, God spoke to Abram. This stopped Abram 

from making any further plans for Ishmael (cf. 17:18). 

 

In what manner God appeared to Abram we do not know. But this was not 

a vision. It was a personal appearance of God is certain (cf. 17:22). Gen. 

17:1 says that God identified Himself as “El Shaddai” i.e. the Almighty 

God. This is the first occurrence of the term el shadda in the whole Bible. 

Shaddai is characterized as "excellent in power". Its use in Ps. 68:14 and 

91:1 is also related to this general idea. For God to identify Himself as the 

El Shaddai at this point of Abram's life is most significant. God wishes to 

reaffirm his covenant with Abram. The last time the angel of the LORD 

appeared it was to Hagar that he spoke and not to Abram. How would 

Abram felt then?  

 

After a lapse of thirteen years of silence, Abram might have thought that 

God had broken off the covenant. God now assured him that the covenant 

remained intact. God would introduce Himself in a way that was directly 

related to what He would do next. In this case it was to make a dead womb 

alive again. How God introduced Himself to man is a reflection of what 

He planned to do. See the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3 as well as 

here. The almighty pointed to the omnipotence of God. Whatever that 

required power to do God has the power to do it. How much power was 

needed to make a dead womb alive again? God has to power to do it. He 

did it.  

 

God wishes Abram to know that when God promises something, He is the 

God Almighty who is able to bring it to pass. He is the all powerful God. 

What He says He will do. He is not like man even though he wants man to 

be like him in this respect. We are to say nay, nay or yea, yea, for anything 

more than this is evil. Keeping one's word is a rarity nowadays. We need 

written contract to force us to keep our word. This must not be so in a 

Christian's life. Remember our oaths e.g. marriage, court, military, 

membership in church, etc. Teach our children to keep their word. We 

must show good examples for them to follow.  

 

God commanded Abram to walk before Him and be perfect i.e. upright, 

blameless, or mature (cf. Gen. 6:9 -- Noah was described in the same 

way). Abram realized his error in wanting to "help" God give him a seed. 

God reiterated the covenant with Abram. Abram must be very relieved to 

hear from God. Do you feel like this after you have failed to do well in a 

project? In fact you bungled it. You think that the person, in this case God, 

whom you respect and look up to very much have cast you aside. You feel 

useless and hopeless. You really longed for a second chance and try again. 

And this time you really want to do well for that person. For example after 

Peter had denied the LORD three times the LOD was crucified. There was 

no way he could apologize to the LORD again now that He had died. 

When news came that the LORD had risen from the dead he was one of 

the first disciples to rush to the tomb. He could not find the LORD. When 

the LORD appeared to the disciples twice, perhaps Peter had wished the 

LORD would mention the sin of his rejection and forgive him and restore 
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him back to discipleship! Peter went back to his fishing when no such 

relief came from the LORD. While he fished all night with no success, he 

LORD appeared to him to restore him back to service and fellowship. The 

LORD did it in a marvelous way. The net that Peter brought back nearly 

broke but did not break. This was to demonstrate to Peter that the trial that 

Peter endured was never meant to break, destroy and discard him but to 

teach him not to lean on his own understanding but to lean entirely on 

God’s {see John 21}. 

 

The restoration came to Abram when the LORD said to him to walk 

(imperative and reflexive voice i.e. Abram himself) before Him and be (an 

imperative) perfect i.e. complete. These must be the most reassuring and 

comforting words to the ears of Abram! To be able to serve the LORD 

again and be used by Him to accomplish the salvation plan of God for 

mankind was a tremendous privilege. Abram should not fail the LORD 

again! Sadly, Abram at 99 years old would soon fail the LORD one more 

time.  

 

2) Abram and Sarai's names are changed to Abraham and Sarah respectively. 

(17:2-8) – The LORD said to Abram that He will make His covenant 

between Him and Abram. This means that the covenant will continue on 

as the LORD had already made a covenant with Abram. He will multiply 

Abram exceedingly. Abram’s descendants will be great which means that 

Abram would have to have a son. This was the heart of Abram’s test. He 

had to obey God by his life as he awaits the LORD to bring forth a child 

through Sarai his wife.  

 

Abram responded as anyone of us would after failing the LORD and then 

told of the restoration. Abram fell on his face in great humility and 

adoration before the LORD. He did not say a word. God continued His 

message to Abram. God said, “As for me, behold, my covenant is with 

thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.  5 Neither shall thy name 

any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of 

many nations have I made thee.  6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, 

and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.  7 And I 

will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in 

their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to 

thy seed after thee.  8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, 

the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 

everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” Whatever man may say, 

as for the LORD He has not cast Abram aside. The LORD declared clearly 

that His covenant was still with Abram and had not changed. He shall be a 

father of many nations. God will make sure of that. His power is the key 

and not the deadness of Sarai’s womb. Abram’s patient obedience in 

remaining in the Land of Promise these past 24 years will now bear fruit. 

He will be a father soon.  

 

The LORD will change his name from Abram (i.e. exalted father) to 

Abraham. Abraham means Father of a great multitude. The reason given 

by the LORD was that He had already made Abram into a father of many 



 93 

nations. This was a prophetic usage of the past tense. As far as God was 

concerned, Abram will definitely become a father and his descendants will 

surely be great in numbers like a father of many nations. This important 

event marks the special significance of the renewal of the covenant. This 

might be the beginning of giving Christian names to new Christians at 

baptism.  

 

The phrase "AS FOR ME" speaks of God's sole contribution to the making 

and sustaining of the covenant. God's blessing and promise are 

unconditional. They do not depend on the genius or capabilities of 

Abraham, but entirely on the faithfulness of God. God made the covenant 

and He will honour it Himself. It was a suzerainty covenant. The covenant 

of God throughout the ages has always been suzerainty and not parity. The 

believer must not confuse the suzerainty relationship of God in the 

covenant of salvation with the blessings that follow after salvation. A 

godly testimony will result in blessings whereas a bad testimony will 

result in chastisement. In short the blessings of God is conditional upon 

the obedience of the believer to God’s perfect Word. Salvation is 

dependent entirely upon God’s faithfulness alone without man’s 

contribution but the blessings that come after that is dependent upon the 

believer’s obedience to His perfect Word.  

 

 

Progressive Revelation of the Covenant to Abraham (Gen 12-17)  

 

Gen. 12 Gen 13 Gen 15 Gen 17 

a great nation; 

make thy name 

great; 

all land seest is 

Abram's; 

seed as nos. of 

stars in heaven; 

multiply thee 

exceedingly; 

in thee all families 

of earth blessed 

seed as dust of 

earth; 

seed a stranger in 

land; 

father of many 

nations; 

  serve strangers and 

be afflicted by 

them; 

kings come out of 

thee; 

  but nation will be 

judged; 

an everlasting 

covenant with 

seeds; 

  leave nation with 

great substance; 

be their God; 

  Abram will die in 

peace; 

give land of 

Canaan as 

everlasting 

possession; 

  fourth generation 

come hither; 

sign of covenant is 

circumcision; 

  iniquity of 

Amorites not full 

names of Abram & 

Sarai changed; 
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yet; 

  land area 

delineated. 

covenant 

established with 

Isaac. 

 

Alternate grouping  

 

Progressive Revelation of the Covenant to Abraham (Gen 12-17) 

 

Genesis 12 

¶ a great nation; make thy name great;  

¶ in thee all families of earth blessed 

 

Genesis 13 

¶ all land seest is Abram's;  

¶ seed as dust of earth;  

 

Genesis 15 

¶ seed as the number of stars in heaven;  

¶ seed a stranger in land;  

¶ serve strangers and be afflicted by them;  

¶ but nation will be judged;  

¶ leave nation with great substance;  

¶ Abram will die in peace;  

¶ fourth generation come hither;  

¶ iniquity of Amorites not full yet;  

¶ Promised Land area delineated. 

 

Genesis 17 

¶ multiply thee exceedingly; -- Abraham will have many descendants; 

¶ father of many nations; -- Abraham will be a father to the Israelites, and all 

believers from many nationalities; 

¶ kings come out of thee; -- for the first time God revealed that there will be kings 

in the line of Abraham. This will culminate in King David who in turn would be 

the one chosen by God whose reign will climax in the reign of Christ; 

¶ an everlasting covenant with seeds; -- The covenant that God made with Abraham 

would be an everlasting one because of Christ. This means that the lineage of 

Abraham would never end; 

¶ be their God; -- The LORD would be the God of Abraham’s seeds; 

¶ give land of Canaan as everlasting possession; -- This Land that Abraham had 

been living in for the past 24 years was still occupied by the Canaanites but it will 

be conquered and occupied by Abraham’s descendants for an everlasting 

possession; 

¶ sign of covenant is circumcision; -- The sign of the covenant was circumcision. 

Abraham would be the first adult to be circumcised based upon this new sign of 

the covenant. This sign of the covenant will continue on with the seeds of 

Abraham; 
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¶ names of Abram & Sarai changed; -- This changed in new names to Abraham and 

Sarah is significant in that they would both be reminded of the covenantal 

promises that the LOD gave to them here. This was the turning point in both their 

lives as Isaac would be born the same time next year; 

¶ covenant established with Isaac; -- This covenant would continue with Isaac and 

the name Isaac was also given by the LORD to Abraham as a reminder that he 

laughed when the LORD told him that Sarah his wife would bear him a son. The 

root word for Isaac is “to laugh.” 

 

Sarai's name was changed to Sarah which means "a princess".  

 

3) The Sign of the Covenant was Circumcision (17:9-14) -- Abraham was 

charged by God to keep (shamar-to guard continuously-verses 9 and 10) 

the covenant, not only him, but also his children and children's children. 

This means that the covenant will continue from one generation to the 

next. The precious nature and continuation of the covenant is stressed here. 

It is the LORD’s covenant (“my”-in verses 9 and 10) and not one of 

Abraham’s own making. As long as Abraham and his seeds consider the 

covenant of the LORD as precious and important in their lives they will 

guard it well. The moment the covenant is disparaged, they would break it 

and ignore it. That is why the word used here is “guard” rather than merely 

obey (“asah”-to do). Then the LORD said, “This is my covenant, which ye 

shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child 

among you shall be circumcised.” The restatement by the LORD in verse 

10 is for emphasis. The emphasis is on the great importance from the 

LORD assuring Abraham that what He has promised to him in this 

covenant will never be vitiated. But on part of Abraham and his seeds they 

must obey the LORD by keeping the covenant. The sign of keeping this 

covenant was circumcision. Every man child must be circumcised in order 

for them to enjoy and participate in the covenantal blessings that the 

LORD provides only for the people of Abraham through the lineage of 

Isaac and later on Jacob.  

 

God gave to Abraham a new name and also a sign to remind Abraham and 

his future generations that they indeed have entered into a covenant with 

the LORD. That sign was circumcision (17:11). Everyone, without 

exception was to be circumcised. The age for circumcision was eight days 

old. Stigers says, "The circumcision of an infant at the age of eight days, 

the earliest opportunity feasible, is designed to proclaim to all the need of 

redemption, for all have been born in sin (Eph. 2:3), and since this is 

restricted to the household of faith, the children of such households have 

great grace proffered them and parents of such children may look to their 

God with great hope; in other words, such children presumptively lie 

within the saving influence of God's grace (Stigers, 165). This is a true 

observation from Stigers on the children with believing parents who bring 

their children up from infancy with the godly fear and holiness. This is 

true today of parents who baptized their infants. Every Jewish parent must 

ensure that their sons born of Abrahamic Messianic lineage (i.e. of the line 

of Israel) must be circumcised. They do not circumcised to make them 
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children of Abraham but because they are already children of Abraham 

possessing the Messianic promise must be circumcised.  

 

The age of circumcision was 8 days old. This includes all those who are 

born in the house including he that is bought with money who is not of 

Abraham’s seed. They must all be circumcised so that the covenant of the 

LORD shall be in the flesh for an everlasting covenant. What happens if 

the parent does not circumcise their son?  

 

The refusal to be circumcised constitutes a breaking of the covenant (v. 

14) and will be cut off. The cutting-off means that God Himself will judge 

either through illness or some other form of punishment (cf. Exod. 4:24-

26). Verse 14 teaches clearly that circumcision was done because the  

child was already part of the Abrahamic (i.e. Israel) that he was to be 

circumcised. Circumcision means that the parent, especially the father, 

acknowledges that he wants his child to receive the blessings that God has 

promised Israel. Salvation has always been personal and individual. But 

the blessings of salvation have always been covenantal and that includes 

the family. Stigers is careful and correct to say that they “presumptively lie 

within the saving influence of God’s grace.” They are not saved in any 

sense but when the Christian parent lived in obedience, that is precisely 

what the child would be exposed to and given by God. This is the 

implication when the Bible used the word “cut-off”. You cannot cut 

someone off unless he was already part of the body in the first place.  

 

The New Testament sign of God's covenant with His people is baptism. 

This is Christian circumcision (cf. Col. 2:11-12). Just as circumcision was 

that rite performed on the child because he was already part of the nation 

of Israel, baptism is that NT sign performed signifying that the child is part 

of the covenant we have entered into with God when we receive Him as 

our Lord and Saviour. Just as there was adult and infant circumcision, 

there is also adult and infant baptism.  The two doctrines which we must 

grasp to help us accept the doctrine of infant baptism are the doctrines of 

the COVENANT OF GRACE and THE VISIBLE CHURCH.  

 

Failure to understand the doctrine of the covenant of grace results in 

Arminianism where salvation is by works. Failure to understand the 

doctrine of the relationship between the nation of Israel and the local or 

visible church makes the thinking baptistic and very individualistic where 

the emphasis is primarily on the universal and invisible church rather than 

the visible.  

   

The reason why the male of non-Abrahamic descendants must be 

circumcised was that there is only one salvation for all mankind. This 

salvation is only through Abraham and his seeds (Isaac and then Jacob and 

not all of Abraham’s seeds). This non-Abrahamic emphasis applies only to 

those owned by them and not to friends or visitors who were not owned or 

do not belonged to Abrahamic seeds.  
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4. Sarah was the chosen of God to bring forth Abraham's only begotten 

son (17:15-27) -- Up to now, Sarah had not been named as the person 

through whom God would bring forth the chosen seed. God would bless 

Sarah, she shall be a mother of nations, and kings shall come from her. 

Sarai (i.e. dominative) would be changed to Sarah (i.e. princess). God said 

that He would bless her and give Abraham a son also of her. This means 

that the promised seed that would continue to line of the Messiah must 

come from Abraham and Sarah. God said that He would give the Abraham 

and not Sarah a son. The covenant was made with Abraham and not with 

Sarah although Sarah was part of this covenant. She shall be a mother of 

nations and kings of people shall be of her. This was fulfilled when Isaac 

was born and after Isaac came Jacob and Esau. The descendants of both 

Jacob and Esau had many kings.  

 

Verse 17 -- Abraham fell on his face and laughed. In his heart he said, 

"shall a child be born unto him that is a hundred years old? and shall 

Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? (v. 17)" as far as Abraham was 

concerned both of them were beyond child bearing. This was how inspired 

Scripture describe Abraham’s faith. Romans 4:16-22 (KJV) “Therefore it 

is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure 

to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is 

of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, 17 (As it is written, I 

have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, 

even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not 

as though they were. 18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might 

become the father of many nations; according to that which was spoken, 

So shall thy seed be. 19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his 

own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet 

the deadness of Sara's womb: 20 He staggered not at the promise of God 

through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 21 And 

being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to 

perform. 22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.” The 

fact that Abraham remained in the Land of Canaan and persevered was 

testimony of the strength of his faith. This slight “hick-up” of doubt is 

normal in genuine faith. The fact was that Abraham finally did believe and 

his circumcision evidenced this.  

 

Verse 18 -- Then he turned to God and exclaimed that Ishmael might be 

that chosen one!! But El Shaddai had other plans for Abraham. The name 

of the son from Sarah was given to Abraham to let him know the certainty 

of God’s promise!! The name Isaac, was given according to the “laughter” 

of Abraham. Isaac means “laughter”. This demonstrates the omniscience 

of God. He knew what was in Abraham’s thought. Abraham offered 

Ishmael instead before the LORD by saying that Ishmael might live before 

God. Perhaps Abraham thought that now that Abraham will be given a son 

through Sarah, Ishmael would be cast out and killed. He asked God to 

keep Ishmael alive. That was why God said those words in verse 20.  

 

Verse 19 -- God answered Abraham by reiterating that Sarah thy wife (the 

emphasis is on this name “Sarah thy wife” as it is placed in the front of the 
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Hebrew sentence in place of the verb) shall bear him a son indeed (truly). 

There can be no doubt that Sarah is not the chosen one. Abraham shall call 

this son Isaac. The fulfillment of all this will evidence Abraham’s faith. If 

he named his son by any other name than Isaac, it is a reflection of his 

faithlessness. He must not name him by any other name than Isaac. God 

said that he will establish His covenant with him for an everlasting 

covenant. This means that the promise of God to Abraham will not die 

with him but will continue with Isaac. This everlasting covenant has to be 

the Messianic line. This is the only line that is eternal for the Messiah is 

eternal. God did not stop here. He followed up by saying that He will 

continue the Messianic line with Isaac’s seed.  

 

Q. Is it true to say that all those whom God has chosen to be part of the 

Messianic line are born again? Not enough information to answer this 

question based upon the genealogy of Christ through Mary in Luke 3:23-

38. But based upon the genealogy of Christ through the lineage of Joseph 

we see that there were some bad kings on the list (Matthew 1:1-17). Kings 

like Manasseh and Amon (verse 10) were bad kings although Manasseh 

was born again while in captivity but he was the king that caused the 

LORD to pronounce the judgement of Nebuchadnezzar upon Judah and 

the Temple.  

 

Verse 20 – God assured Abraham that Ishmael will not be forgotten or 

will perish into ignominy. God will bless Ishmael because of Abraham and 

not because of Hagar or that, He pitied him (cf. Genesis 21:13). Ishmael 

was not that chosen one through whom the Messiah will ultimately come 

but he was blessed also. His blessings included:  

 

a. God will make him fruitful (v. 20b) 

b. God will multiply him exceedingly (v. 20c) 

c. Twelve princes shall Ishmael beget (v. 20d) 

d. God will make him a great nation (v. 20e)  

 

The descendants of Ishmael will experience only physical blessings. 

However, spiritual blessings belong only to the descendants of Isaac.  

 

Verses 21-22 -- For the covenant God made with Abraham will be 

established with Isaac, even WHEN HE WAS NOT BORN YET. Isaac 

was born a year later. God mentioned that Sarah was the chosen one three 

times (vv. 15, 19, 21) in this short passage. It was all about the covenant 

and nothing sentimental. After that, God left Abraham to do what God he 

had been instructed.  

 

Verses 23-27 -- According to God's instruction, Abraham circumcised all 

the male in his household, including all the slaves whom he had 

purchased. Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised 

"in the flesh of his foreskin"!! This mention tells us that Abraham was 

already circumcised in the heart when he was called to go into the 

Promised Land. (cf. Genesis 15:1-6; Gal. 3:6-11). Ishmael was 13 years 

when he was circumcised. This mention was to highlight the fact that 
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although Sarah rejected Ishmael as her son and heir to Abraham’s 

inheritance because Hagar despised Sarah after conception, here Abraham 

is shown to have accepted him. The reason is that all the males that belong 

to Abraham’s household were to be circumcised. All the men in 

Abraham's household were circumcised on the self same day! This was a 

demonstration of Abraham’s faith in the promise of God. 

 

 

B.  Abraham and the Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah -- Gen. 18-19 

 

1) Abraham entertained angels unawares (18:1-8) -- The "three men" who 

appeared unto Abraham were the pre-incarnate Christ (the LORD) and 

two angels (18:22; 19:1). Here we find an example, not only of 

entertaining angels unawares (Heb. 13:2), but also of God becoming the 

Guest of one of His saints.  

 

It was like any ordinary day for Abraham when he woke up that morning. 

But it will be a day to remember for the rest of his life. He was in the 

plains of Mam're (i.e. "strength" or "fatness") as the LORD told him to for 

he was not allowed to leave the Land of Canaan all his days. Mam're was 

a friend of Abraham and he was one of those who helped Abraham 

rescued Lot from the hands of the four kings who captured Lot and 

destroyed Sodom (cf. Genesis 13:18; 14:13, 24).  

 

He sat at his tent door in the heat of the day to get away from the hot sun. 

He lifted up his eyes and saw three men standing by him. This does not 

mean that they stood next to him but rather they were near him because 

the Bible said that Abraham ran from the tent door to meet them after he 

saw them. These three men appeared out of nowhere and Abraham was 

privileged to find guests at his humble abode. He bowed himself toward 

the ground as was his usual customary greeting in those days. He was not 

worshipping the LORD at that time for he did not know that they were the 

LORD and angels. NOTE: Lot did the same customarily greeting in front 

of the two angels in Genesis 19:1.  

  

Living in the Land of Canaan and away from city life, Abraham did not 

have too many visitors. So, when visitors come, it must have been a very 

rare and welcome treat. Abraham called them "my Lord" ('adonay). This 

was a term of respect from Abraham who was himself a man of 

importance being an owner of many servants (cf. Genesis 14:14). 

Abraham pleaded with them stay. He called himself their "servant". He 

said that if he had found grace in their sight do not pass but stay. This is a 

very good revelation to help us understand the customs of the times. To 

show grace, stay in the person's home. To receive guests, show humility 

and treat them as lords. This is something we need to learn today. When 

someone invite you to their home count it an honour and a privilege and 

do not regard it as a burden or a chore. To the ones who receive the guests, 

count them your lords and treat them as lords.  
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Verse 5 -- The high regard Abraham had for his guests could be seen in 

the large amount of food he prepared in their honour. Abraham called this 

"a morsel of bread". First he offered them a little water to wash their feet. 

This was a custom that was also practiced in the time of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The people wore open sandals in those says. Travelling on sandy 

dirt paved roads or tracks would make one's feet sandy and most 

uncomfortable. To bring an immediate feeling of comfort and freshness, 

washing one's feet was the kind gesture. Then Abraham invited them to 

rest under the shade of the tree. He followed his invitation with an offering 

food. He called the offer of food "a morsel (i.e. "a bit") of bread". His 

hospitality was for his guests to comfort their hearts and after resting and 

the meal they shall pass on. Abraham added, "for therefore are ye come to 

your servant." Abraham was not being presumptuous thinking that this 

was the very purpose of their coming was to see him. Abraham meant that 

this was perhaps an occasion that the providence of God had made 

possible and therefore come and stay in their servant's house for a meal.  

 

The acceptance of the food was an open testimony that Abraham was fit 

company for the LORD. Of course, Abraham did not know that one of the 

three strangers was the LORD Himself. He knew soon after the 

conversation they had in the next few verses.  

 

Verse 6-7 -- Abraham went and ordered Sarah his wife to prepare the 

"morsel of bread" quickly in order not to allow the guests to wait too long. 

That morsel of bread turned out to be, "three measures of fine meal, knead 

it, and make cakes upon the hearth. . . . . a calf tender and good, . . . .  

butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed". This was definitely 

not a morsel of bread but a very sumptuous meal prepared by Abraham for 

his very important guests.  

 

Verse 8 -- Abraham treated them with very high regard. This was seen   

by the fact that he did not eat with his guests. The usual custom was that 

the host eats with his guests treating them as of equal importance with 

himself. But Abraham stood one side and waited as he watched them eat. 

This was a sign that he regarded them as better than himself. He conducted 

himself as if he was their servant!  

 

Q. Did Abraham know that one of them was the LORD and the other two 

were angelic beings in human form?  

 

2) The Reconfirmation of the birth (18:9-15) -- The LORD broached the 

subject of their aim and purpose for coming. The three strangers began 

their query by asking Abraham the whereabouts of Sarah his wife! This 

was significant. Sarah had just got her name changed by God and for them 

to know that she was called Sarah instead of Sarai was indeed revelation. 

This was the first clue that perhaps these were more than mere mortals! 

How did they know what the LORD did in Abraham's life! Abraham 

answered and said that she was in the tent. She was not to be rpesent when 

guests were around.  
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Verse 10 – The second clue that indicated that they were special 

individuals was that they knew about Sarah's conception!  They said that 

they will certainly return to him according to the time of life and Sarah 

shall have a son!  How did they know that the baby would be a son! Sarah 

overheard the conversation as she was only behind the tent door which 

was probably made of cloth to separate the dining room for their bedroom 

or private room.   

 

Verse 11-12 – Now both Abraham and Sarah were old and stricken in age. 

It ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women i.e. she was way 

past able to conceive and bear a child. This statement in verse 11 is 

significant for this was to demonstrate the miracle birth of Isaac and the 

power of God. When Sarah heard this she laughed (also the name for 

Isaac) inside her. Was it a joyful laugh or was it a laughter of disbelief? I 

believe it was the latter. Not only did she laugh but she also said within 

herself that she waxed old and how could she have the pleasure of child 

bearing and to make matter worse Abraham was old too. Sarah definitely 

had genuine faith but that does not mean that she did not doubt at this 

point in time. The Bible said that Sarah had real faith in Hebrews 11:11 

(KJV) "Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, 

and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged 

him faithful who had promised."  

 

Verse 13-14 – The LORD knew that Sarah laughed and uttered those 

words of doubt even though she made no sound. The visitors were able to 

read the mind of Sarah. This demonstrates omniscience!! This was a third 

clue that they were more than mere mortals. The LORD asked a rhetorical 

question to Abraham, "Is anything too hard for the LORD?" Based upon 

this question, there was now no longer any doubt in Abraham's mind that 

this was the LORD Himself who visited him. The LORD then repeated 

Himself by saying that by the time appointed, He will return to Abraham 

according to the time of life i.e. child birth and Sarah shall have a son! 

This repetition was the reaffirmed to Abraham the fulfillment of the 

LORD's promise to him!  

 

Verse 15 – Sarah denied that she laughed! She was afraid. But the LORD 

insisted that she did laugh! That was final.  

 

Then the visitors went their way. 

 

 

3) Abraham intercedes (18:16-33) – The men arose from Abraham's place 

and looked toward Sodom. The verbs for "looked" means "to gaze 

deliberately" like a person leaning out the window to look at something. 

From this gesture, it was obvious to Abraham that they were on their way 

of Sodom. Abraham went with them to bring them on the way as a 

gracious host would do to men that he respects highly. If he does not then 

he would probably stood at the door of the tent and waved them farewell 

from afar.  
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Verses 17-19 – What happens next from verse 17 to 19 is very instructive. 

The LORD spoke but not to Abraham. To who did He speak to we can 

only surmise. He could be speaking to the Father or to Himself like a 

person who was thinking within His own soul. His reasoning before He 

finally decided to let Abraham know what His plan was reveals God's 

relationship and high regard for Abraham. First He said, "Shall I hide from 

Abraham that thing which I do." Why would the LORD inform man what 

He was about to do! He is God almighty. He does not need to inform to 

anyone what He was about to do! He does not need any permission nor 

does He need to report to anyone. He is God. God does what He likes and 

when He likes! Yet for God to even ask Himself this question was 

significant.  

 

The reason He gave was because of who Abraham was i.e. what He 

planned to do in Abraham's life in the near future. This covenantal 

relationship with Abraham was the heart of the entire basis for letting 

Abraham know what He was about to do to Sodom! The LORD said, 

"Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and 

all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I know him, 

that he will command his children and his household after him, and they 

shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the 

LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him."   

 

The list of things about Abraham that the LORD emphasized here 

includes:  

 

¶ Shall surely become a great and mighty nation; -- the special plan of 

God in his life concerning the nation of Israel where the Messiah 

would ultimately come from. This was a high honour given to 

Abraham. This was based upon God's grace and yet here the LORD 

recognized and credit Abraham for it. His co-operative submission to 

do the will of God was remembered by the LORD here.  

¶ All the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him; -- Abraham's 

obedience will bring great blessing to the world. This is only true 

because of the Messiah's work on Calvary when He died for the sins 

of the world. Abraham's contribution to this in his life time was 

small compared to the great scheme of events (the 1st coming of 

Christ) that will take a few thousand years to complete. Yet his 

contribution was very significant. His obedience by leaving Ur of the 

Chaldees and remaining in the Land of Canaan with his family living 

a life away from the cities and trusting only in the LORD to protect 

and provide for them was good enough for the LORD to credit this 

to as He contemplated whether to let Abraham know what He was 

about to do in Sodom.  

¶ I know him; -- This is perhaps the most important of all the reasons 

revealed by the LORD. What a world of difference between us 

saying that we know the LORD and the LORD saying that He knows 

us. The LORD clearly acknowledges that He knows Abraham. This 

is salvation revealed to us. The LORD knows all His children. There 

is none in His heavenly realm that He has saved with Christ's 
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precious blood that He does not know. Just as He says here that He 

knows Abraham, He also knows all His children.  

¶ He will command his children and his household after him; -- 

Abraham will teach his children well in the way of the LORD. The 

covenant that He received from the LORD will not die with him but 

will continue into the lives of his son Isaac and grandson Jacob! 

Abraham lived to see the birth of the twins, Esau and Jacob until the 

twins were 15 years old. This means that Abraham would also be 

privy to the revelation from the LORD that the older would serve the 

younger i.e. Jacob was the chosen one and not Esau. Having genuine 

and even strong faith in one's own life but not to pass it on to one's 

family is the most selfish thing to do and definitely a sin in the eyes 

of the LORD. Abraham passed it on to His family.  

¶ The descendants of Abraham shall keep the way of the LORD to do 

justice and judgement; -- The commendation of the LORD extended 

even to the obedience of the descendants of Abraham. Their keeping 

of the way of the LORD to do justice and judgement in future years 

are remembered by the LORD in Abraham's life. The omniscience of 

the LORD saw the future descendents are brought to His 

remembrance as He considered Abraham's case. 

¶ The LORD shall bring upon Abraham that which He hath spoken of 

him. – The LORD will surely complete what He has begun in 

Abraham's life. With this exclamation as His concluding thoughts 

the LORD revealed to Abraham His judgement against Sodom.  

 

For all the above reasons mentioned above by the LORD, Abraham was 

honoured by the LORD as he was told of what the LORD was about to do 

to Sodom.  

 

Q. Do we have such understanding regarding what the LORD would do to 

our friends and loved ones today? Have you been given such privilege 

information by the LORD? What would your response be?  

 

Verses 20-22 -- The reason for God judging Sodom and Gomorrah was 

that their sins were very grievous (i.e. extremely severe) and were crying 

out, i.e. openly displayed for all to see like one shrieking out loud. The 

people had no sense of shame and guilt. Their sins were public and openly 

displayed for all to see as if they were well in their soul! It is one thing to 

commit sins and be ashamed of them and another when they sin and they 

flaunt them openly. This was the state of Sodom and Gomorrah. The 

LORD shared this information with Abraham.  

 

The LORD said that He will go down now and see whether they have 

done altogether according to the cry of it! This cry has already gone to the 

LORD but the LORD stated here that He wanted to see it for Himself. 

This confession of the LORD is not against the teaching on His 

omniscience or His omnipresence. He was relating to Abraham for 

Abraham's benefit and ours that the sins of the people in Sodom and 

Gomorrah were extremely serious before the LORD. The LORD seldom 

punish anyone directly but when He does like what He did to Adam and 
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Eve and the serpent at the Garden of Eden and the global flood in Noah's 

time, the punishment has great and far reaching impact. This punishment 

upon Sodom and Gomorrah will become an example of the last days when 

the LORD returns to judge the world. Luke 17:28-30 (KJV) "Likewise 

also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, 

they sold, they planted, they builded; 29 But the same day that Lot went 

out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 

them all. 30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is 

revealed."  

 

Since the LORD is going to judge, He must be able to be charged by His 

enemies that the judgement was based upon hear say rather than eye 

witness account. The phrase, "if not, I will know" means that the LORD 

will be just and equitable toward all sinners. They will all be judged 

according to His perfect and just judgement. There will be no over or 

under punishment but all will be dealt with according to God's 

righteousness and holiness. Abraham knew that this means Sodom and 

Gomorrah will surely be judged by God for he knew the evil and 

wickedness in Sodom and Gomorrah was extremely grievous. That was 

why when he prayed to the LORD he did not question or doubt the LORD 

regarding His evaluation of Sodom and Gomorrah. He pealed for mercy 

and God's justice not to punish the righteous with the wicked.  

 

The men i.e. the two angels turned their faces and went toward Sodom, 

But Abraham did not return to his tent. He stood yet before the LORD. He 

had a burden in his heart that required the LORD's attention. His burden 

was for his nephew Lot and his family who resided in Sodom. He knew 

that Lot was a believer.  

 

NOTE -- The nations were judged by God because He was their Creator. 

And as their Creator He had every right to judge and condemn them. This 

will be true also in the last days. He did not judge them according to 

keeping God’s Word because they did not belong to the Abrahamic line as 

some have contested.  

 

Verses 23-33 – This intercessory prayer of Abraham is classic. It revealed 

to all believers the manner in which all intercessory prayers ought to be 

patterned after.  

 

Abraham intervened on the behalf of the people of Sodom. He probably 

thought of his nephew Lot and his family when he interceded for them. He 

pleaded with God and asked God to spare the city if there were fifty 

righteous men. When God said yes, Abraham further reduced the number 

to forty-five, then to forty then to thirty then to twenty and finally to ten. 

God agreed to all of Abraham's requests.  

 

He began his prayer by asking, "Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with 

the wicked?" Notice that Abraham did not deny the wickedness of Sodom. 

In fact he acknowledged that Sodom was wicked. He reasoned with God 

based upon the character of God that God is just and fair. He knows that 
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God will not destroy the righteous with the wicked. Based upon this 

doctrine of God Abraham began his intercessory prayer.  

 

He asked for the LORD's mercy not to destroy the city if there be found I 

the city 50 righteous. Abraham had a good understanding of the LORD. 

He appealed to God’s character when he made his request. It was never 

who Abraham was but who God is that prayers are heard. NOTE in 

Genesis 18:25 (KJV), “That be far from thee to do after this manner, to 

slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as t he 

wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 

right?” [Emphasis added] The LORD had every right to destroy Sodom as 

the Judge of all the earth. It means that Abraham acknowledge that the 

LORD made everything on the earth and he was the owner of them all. 

This was a very novel understanding of the LORD. Most people in that 

region and today's people as well believe in a localized God. If my god is 

the god of the mountains then he is able to help me if I lived in the 

mountains or fight my enemies on mountainous areas. People who lived in 

the plains believed that their gods are in control of the plains. Those who 

lived near the sea like the Philistines believed and worshipped the god of 

the sea called Dagon (i.e. "dag" for fish). They cry to their respective gods 

for help and for protection. The religions of today are the same. Their gods 

help them who are their followers and they have no control over the gods 

of others and the disciples of other gods.  

 

For Abraham to have this global understanding of God is amazing! This is 

the concept of God that many believers have forgotten or unconsciously 

numbed to. That is why when things happened in the office or at home 

they panic as if God is not in control of their loves and the lives of 

everyone around them! If the LORD Jesus Christ is the Saviour and God 

of the whole world then He is also in absolute control over everything in 

this world. Based upon this knowledge of the omnipotent God, Abraham 

pleaded to the LORD to spear Sodom. The LORD's reply was yes, He 

would spare not only Sodom but all the place if there were 50 righteous.  

 

Abraham did not stop at 50 righteous. He wanted to bring the number 

down. He humbled himself when he asked the LORD if He could lower 

the number. He humbled himself by calling himself "dust and ashes." Dust 

and ashes are found underneath one's sandals. Abraham said that he was 

lower than the sandals on people's feet when he comes before the LORD. 

When he wanted to reduce the number it was more difficult than to ask for 

the LORD to spare if there were 50 righteous. He reduced the number to 

45 righteous. Again, the LORD said yes to his request. Then he lowered it 

even further to 40 righteous. Again the LORD granted him his request. 

Then Abraham reduced the number further to 30, then 20 and finally 10 

righteous. In all his requests, the LORD said yes, he will not destroy for 

their sakes. What a merciful and compassionate God. The sins of the 

Sodomites and surrounding areas were very grievous and yet the LORDs 

aid that He would spare them all for 10 righteous! It is something that we 

find hard to grasp and understand. If it were us we would have asked God 

to kill them all as soon as possible. But not the LORD and not Abraham!  
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From this account we see the grace and mercy of God. On the one hand 

He had to dispense justice when justice is due. On the other hand he 

tempered His justice with mercy and grace.  

 

In his final request, Abraham asked that the LORD not be angry with him 

as he asked that the number be reduced from 20 to 10. Abraham knew that 

what he was doing was really stretching the mercies of God very thinly. 

However the LORD agreed! After this encounter, the LORD left and went 

his way. Abraham returned to his tent and waited for the LORD's will to 

be done.  

 

Abraham's pleas were not in vain. Lot and his daughters were spared.  

 

 

4) The destruction of Sodom, Gomorrah, and all the plain, and all the 

inhabitants of the cities (19:1-38) – The scene was set. The angels went 

down to Sodom as visitors to that sinful city. They arrived in the evening. 

This means that they arrived at the start of a new day as they counted their 

days from 6.00 pm to 6.00 pm the next day. They were probably about to 

shut the gates of the city as they would often do by sunset to keep out 

bandits and wild animals that usually roam at night. The Bible said that 

when the angels arrived at the city, Lot “sat in the gate of Sodom.” To sit 

in the gate of a city means that one was an official of the city leadership. 

Lot had made himself a leader in charge of the city’s welfare and general 

legal and moral system. From this we see that Lt was not an innocent 

bystander in Sodom. Since his return from captivity (cf. Genesis 14) Lot 

had entrenched himself deeper into the Sodomite way of life.  

 

Lot saw them and rose up to meet them. These two men were new to the 

city and it was evening. The most dangerous time to be found in the streets 

of Sodom. Lot showed them the same greeting that Abraham showed 

earlier to the three strangers. Lot bowed himself with his face toward the 

ground acknowledging that they were highly honoured guests to Lot.  

 

Verse 2 -- Lot offered to put them up for the night. He said, “Behold now, 

my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, 

and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And 

they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night.”  He showed them 

a similar kind of hospitality which Abraham showed minus the offer of a 

big feast. He offered them the safety of his home to stay the whole night. 

Whenever a stranger stays in one’s home there is great inconvenience. 

When two strangers stay the night the inconvenience is doubled. The offer 

to wash one’s feet was standard procedure in that region because of their 

open toe sandals and sandy and dusty streets. After the night’s rest then 

they could be on their way first thing tomorrow morning! Lot did not 

know the purpose of the two stranger’s visit to Sodom. He assumed they 

were there to stay for the night only. But the two strangers rejected his 

offer and said that they wanted to stay in the street all night!  
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Verse 3 -- What Lot said next was instructive. Lot knew the people of 

Sodom and their carnal and evil conduct. Perhaps it was apparent to Lot 

that these men of Sodom had done before what they wanted to do to the 

two strangers revealed to us in the next few verses. He  pressed i.e. to peck 

at something continuously greatly. Lot repeatedly insisted that they must 

not stay outside in the street but in his home. Finally the two strangers 

acceded to Lot’s request. They entered into his house. Lot made them a 

feast and he baked unleavened bread (probably because it baked faster 

than leavened bread) and they did eat. The use of the polysyndeton (i.e. 

the repeated usage of the conjunction “and”) in this verse suggests careful 

deliberation behind every action. Lot acted according to what he had 

planned for the two guests as if something amiss might soon occur. True 

enough, before the two strangers could lay down to sleep a commotion 

had taken place outside Lot’s house. 

 

Verse 4 – The Bible said that before they lay down, the men of Sodom 

compassed i.e. surrounded the house of Lot. The purpose was to ensure 

that no one could escape. The reason they did not want their prey to 

escape is revealed in the next few verses. The make-up of the people was 

“both old and young, all the people from every quarter.” As far as ages 

were concerned, anyone old enough to walk and make a decision and 

capable of committing the sin of homosexuality is included in this group 

of men that surrounded the house of Lot. Boys of as young as 10 years old 

or perhaps even younger could be included here! The general status of the 

men was from every quarter would include the rich and the poor, the 

educated and the not educated. All the men and children of the city except 

those toddlers and infants were included in this assault on the house of 

Lot.  

 

Verse 5 – The nature of their “visit” or rather onslaught onto the house of 

Lot was evil to say the least. They called i.e. cried out loud unto Lot and 

asked him where the two strangers were. They demanded that Lot bring 

them out to them so that they might know them. The word for “know” is a 

euphemistic way of describing a sexual relationship. These evil men 

demanded Lot to release the two strangers into their hands in order that 

they might rape them! The very grievous sin that the LORD speaks of in 

Genesis 18:20 includes the scope and level of depravity described here.  

 

The language used here is without a shadow of doubt the language of 

homosexuality demanded by these men of the two strangers. Neither age 

nor status in society stopped them from committing this heinous sin 

against these men who had done them no harm except for the fact that they 

were “the men which came in to thee this night.”  

 

Verses 6-8 -- Lot went out to meet them. He shut the door after he went 

out. Why would Lot do something so foolish as to go out and to reason 

with these men is beyond comprehension. But he knew that these men 

were violent by the fact that he closed the door after he went out. He said 

to them or rather begged them as the phrase “I pray you” imply. What was 

startling was the fact that Lot addressed these men as “brethren.” Who 
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would call them brethren! These were wicked men. He begged them, 

called them brethren and then asked them “do not so wickedly.” He tone 

was not a strong command to stop. He merely suggested to them to stop as 

determined from the use of the tense (imperfect) and the negative “al”. As 

a man of some authority Lot ought to have demanded instead of pleading 

with them to stop their wickedness. But how could he!  

 

In his weakened state of compromise, he offered his daughters to them as 

a substitute to satisfy their wanton lusts. Genesis 19:8 (KJV) “Behold 

now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, 

bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only 

unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of 

my roof.” By these words of Lot, he had lost all moral sense of what is 

right or wrong! He had compromised so badly in Sodom that his own 

moral authority as a believer has disappeared with his fallen testimony. 

His offer of his two virgin daughters to these wicked men was a sacrifice 

that any sane father would never do and yet we find Lot offering his two 

daughters to these men and said to them to do to them what is good in 

their eyes. These men were in a frenzy of great sexual craze! They wanted 

to rape these men! Lot would allow these men to gang rape his 2 daughters 

which would probably result in their deaths! His reason was that these two 

men had come under the shadow of his roof. In other words they were his 

guests and Lot must protect them at all costs including sacrificing the 

chastity and lives of his two virgin daughters!  

 

This was indeed a sad commentary of what the wrong company and 

inclination can lead a person into. Lot behaved well when he stayed with 

his uncle Abraham. But when he took his eyes off the way of 

righteousness, he wavered and from PITCHING his tents toward Sodom 

(13:12) he was now described as having SAT in the gate of Sodom (19:1). 

Lot have fallen very far from grace.  

 

He became like one of them, though not in behaviour and in sin but very 

much like them in his co-existence with them. He condoned their 

detestable behaviour and thus lost his right to righteous conduct. Lot was 

completely devoid of any righteous thinking. The people's reaction to his 

repulsive offer indicates that they did not regard Lot very highly. Lot’s life 

and now distorted sense of justice had no impact on them as his love for 

the world had robbed him of all moral authority.  

 

Verses 9 -- They utterly rejected Lot's plea and sinful alternative which 

was to offer his two daughters to them and allow them to do whatever they 

wanted with them. The evil men persisted in demanding that Lot hand 

over the visitors to them. These wicked men said to him, “Stand back.” 

These men used the imperative to shut Lot up. Lot’s weakened stance of 

begging was completely ignore. The offer of his two daughters was 

rejected as well. They said again, “This one fellow came in to sojourn, and 

he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with 

them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to 

break the door.” They mocked Lot’s leadership position. They had 
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absolutely no respect for Lot. Here they did not even want to address him 

by name! He came in to sojourn in Sodom and now he wants to be a 

judge! Living in the midst of such evil men and not standing up to them to 

condemn their sin but to propose an exchange of one sin for another was 

contemptible. They wanted to attack Lot and take him instead of his two 

daughters! Why he did not offer himself in the first place was probably 

because he was an old man or perhaps too selfish. Nevertheless the wicked 

men pressed sore upon him. Note that the verb “press sore” is exactly the 

same as the verb “pressed greatly” used by Lot in verse 3. It was a 

relentless and unyielding determination to get one’s way. They were about 

to break through the door.  

 

Verses 10-11 -- Then the two visitors intervened in a supernatural way. 

They put forth their hand and pulled Lot into the house and shut the door. 

They smote all the wicked men and children with blindness. They still 

tried to break through the door of the house but became tired after some 

time. These evil men were very determined even in their blindness to 

commit the sin of homosexuality against Lot and the two strangers. The 

sexual craze of these men is very frightening!  

 

Verses 12-13 – The two angels said to Lot to do some last minute 

evangelism before he left. They asked him if he had any son in law, or 

sons or daughters or anyone he might have in the city who must be warned 

of the impending judgement. Lot was told to go out and warn them to get 

out with him immediately. The message was clear, “For we will destroy 

this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the 

LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it.” The sins of the people 

were full in the sight of the LORD. The angels were sent by the LORD to 

destroy it. This was a message that must be received by faith. Sodom had 

been in existence every morning and every evening for as long as these 

Sodomites have lived there. Now to be told that this enormous city would 

be destroyed by sunrise was a message most impossible to believe! They 

had lived in sin all their lives and they had not known what holy living 

was all about as there was none to show them. The only one who could as 

Lot. Did he show them what holy living was?  

 

Verse 14 – Lot obediently went out to preach the day of the judgement of 

the LORD! He went to the home of his sons in law who had married his 

daughters. How many there were we were not told here. There has to be at 

least two of them. These could not have been the sons in law of the two 

virgin daughters who lived with Lot. They were probably his other 

daughters who were married. His message was precise and truthful as he 

was told to do. Lot said to them, “Up, get you out of this place; for the 

LORD will destroy this city.” The message was even injected with a deep 

sense of urgency as Lot used the imperatives in both the verbs “up” and 

“get out.” He also invoked the name of the LORD in his message of 

impending judgement. It is the LORD who will destroy this place. It will 

not be a tornado or a sand storm or and natural disaster but the LORD!  
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The Bible’s commentary on the reaction of his sons in law was expected 

but very sad, “But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.” 

The word “mocked” comes the root word for “Isaac.” Lot was to them as 

one who was joking! They did not taken him seriously even though Lot 

had never been more serious in his life! When a life of testimony had been 

one of carnal lusts and sinful pride, how can the LORD use such a 

bankrupt testimony to carry the weight of salvation! Lot had completely 

lost all moral holiness in the eyes of his sons in law. He question is “if 

only” Lot had lived a holy life and had been telling them about their sins 

and the judgement of the LORD then perhaps things would have been very 

different! The doctrine of election must never be used by believers as an 

excuse to bear a corrupt testimony. Reasoning such as, “Since God did not 

elect them even if I were to live a holy life he would not be saved” are of 

the Devil. No genuine believer ought to ever think this way and excuse 

himself from living a holy life. The reasoning is that firstly he does not 

know whom God had elected. Secondly the doctrine of election is only 

understood by those who are truly born again and for the assurance of 

their faith so that when Satan attacks their faith in Christ they would not 

waver as if their salvation was an afterthought of the LORD. Lot must 

carry the weight of the blame in their sons in law reaction and ultimately 

condemnation and definitely not the failure of the LORD in not electing 

them!  

 

Verse 15 – When morning arose, the two angel hastened Lot i.e. rushed 

them to hurry. They said, “Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, 

which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.” The 

urgency of the situation is evidenced by the dual usage of the imperatives, 

“arise” and “take. Lot was commanded to stop delaying. He must get up 

now and stop whatever he was doing and take his wife and two daughters 

who are here and get out of Sodom immediately before he is consumed in 

the iniquity of the city. It is very important to note here that the LORD 

would destroy anyone who refuses to leave the condemned and if they so 

choose to remain and be destroyed together with them, then that might just 

happen. Such earthly condemnation is very real and biblical. If these 

people are truly born again, they will end up in heaven when they die but 

their earthly life is over forever. Believers must take very good note of this 

warning from the LORD. 

 

Verse 16 -- Lot himself deliberately lingered. The word for linger has the 

idea of reluctance. Lot and his wife and two daughters were quickly 

dragged out of the city before fire and brimstone showered upon them. 

The verb “laid hold” means “to seize.” The two angels seized the hands of 

Lot, his wife and that of his two daughters as well and brought them out of 

the city. The verb “brought out” means “to carry out.” It has the idea of 

plucking out something. The LORD explains that Lot deserved to be 

punished with the Sodomites but He was merciful to him! Mercy means 

that the judgement that one deserves is removed. The fact that Lot refused 

to leave willingly demonstrates clearly his empty testimony and that he 

barely believed his own message of the LORD’s judgement. His heart was 

still in Sodom with all its wealth fame and fortune that he had built for 
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himself all the years Lot was there. Now that the LORD was about to 

destroy everything that Lot had on this earth he could not let go freely. 

The pull of the world is indeed very strong and real.  

 

Q. Was the destruction of Lot’s earthly fame and fortune for Lot’s own good? 

Please explain.  

 

Verse 17 – When they were some distance away from the city of Sodom, 

the angels warned them to escape for their lives. They were not to look 

behind them. They were forbidden to stay in all the plains as well. They 

had to go to the mountains for safety or they would be consumed as well!! 

Both of these prohibitions were emphatic. The LORD applied the same 

Hebrew construction as the ones used in the Ten Commandments to 

emphasize the seriousness of not looking back and not staying in the 

plains. If they do not they would be killed together with the homosexual 

people.  

 

Verses 18-20 – Lot pleaded with the two angels not to be so strict in their 

judgement upon him. He asked that he be spared from going to live in the 

mountains. This was what he said, “Behold now, thy servant hath found 

grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast 

shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, 

lest some evil take me, and I die: Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, 

and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and 

my soul shall live.” Lot reasoned with the two angels that since he had 

found grace in their sight and they had extended to him great mercy by 

saving his life he cannot escape to the mountain. Lot was fearful that some 

evil might take him and he dies. There is a city which is near to flee to. T 

is a little city. He pleaded that he might be allowed to escape there! From 

the reaction and response of Lot it would appear that it was easier to 

snatch him out of Sodom than taking Sodom out of him! City life was still 

far more appealing to the carnal man despite the fierce warning and 

judgement! The magnetic and strong attractions of the world were still 

present in Lot’s heart. He was about to lose everything that has destroyed 

his testimony for Christ and yet he still wanted to hold on them. Lot 

refused to let them all go willingly. Now the LORD had to take them away 

from Lot by force so that he might redeem whatever testimony Lot might 

have left on this earth before he dies!  

 

Lot’s complete lack of faith and trust in the LORD is seen here as well. He 

just said that the LORD was very gracious and merciful to him and that 

was why his life was spared. Has it not always been the grace and mercy 

of the LORD that we are alive on this earth! Since this is true then Lot’s 

reasoning of being taken over by some evil is again evidence of further 

faithlessness. Carnality pushes faith out of the heart and mind of the 

believer. His decisions making are warped and based upon the lust of the 

flesh and lust of the eyes.  

 

Verse 21 – One of the two angels replied him positively and granted Lot 

his faithless request. The LORD meets us at the level of our faith. The 
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angel said to Lot that because of his request to live in a city instead of in 

the mountains, he will not destroy the city for Lot's sake. What an amazing 

demonstration of the LORD's mercy. Even in such a time as this when Lot 

demonstrated little or no faith in this incident, the LORD granted him his 

request. For the sake of this child of God the entire city was spared! How 

the life of a believer could impact the lives of the people around him, 

including the lives of unbelievers, is revealed here. Your prayer life can 

impact the lives of your loved ones and friends in ways you cannot dream 

of. This is proof!  

 

Verse 22 – Using double imperative here, the angels commanded Lot to 

hurry for there must be no delay any longer. Time for the destruction of 

Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding areas has come. Lot was told to 

hurry up. He was told to escape and get as far as possible from the place of 

destruction. The angels could not begin the acts of destruction as long as 

Lot is nearby and could get hurt! The LORD will keep His word and do 

what is right and spare His children who obey His word from this 

destruction. All four of them have been warned in no uncertain terms what 

they must do to live. The name of the city was called Zoar. Zoar means 

"small" or "little."  

 

Q. Does this mean that believers can "delay" the judgement of the LORD? Or 

perhaps believer's can alter the judgement of the LORD when they pray? 

The will of God is dynamic. It is not fatalistic or static. The LORD knew 

of Lot's request before Lot was born. Therefore when the LORD said that 

the cities in that area were to be destroyed, He knew that Lot would plead 

for the city of Zoar to be spared. The LORD spared Zoar according to 

Lot's request. The one who did not know was Lot. Believers cannot delay 

the judgement of the LORD.  

 

Verse 23 – By the time Lot entered the city of Zoar the sun had just risen. 

This was sun rise, the time in which the LORD said the plains of Sodom 

and Gomorrah would be destroyed because their sins were very grievous 

in the eyes of the LORD. The timing was perfect just as the LORD had 

said, he did.  

 

Verse 24 – The LORD, not the angels, rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah 

brimstone (hot sulphur rocks) and fire. Sulphur burns at 478-511 degree F 

(248-266 degree C). This is very hot. Nothing could withstand such 

temperatures. The Bible did not describe HOW the brimstone and fire 

came onto Sodom and Gomorrah. Some archaeologists have surmised that 

it could be due to an earthquake that struck and spew out fire and 

brimstone to destroy the entire plain. So the fire and brimstone spew 

upwards and then fell back down onto the earth and so the Bible here 

records it as "out of heaven." Such opinions are at best only opinions. No 

one knows exactly how the brimstone and fire come into being. God could 

use an earthquake if He so chooses or he could also just send fire and 

brimstone form heaven directly without the need for any intermediary like 

an earthquake. He is God. All suggestions are pure conjectures and 

speculations. No one can be dogmatic on this except that this was a 



 113 

judgement from the LORD and it was the LORD who did it and it was a 

miracle of gigantic proportions. We can only say what the Bible says.  

 

Verse 25 – The LORD overthrew all the cities and all the plains and all the 

inhabitants including the sons in law and daughters of Lot. The burning 

was so intense that the country went up as the smoke of a furnace which 

spews up much smoke when burning. There was no accident but only the 

hand of the LORD. It was a clear judgement of the LORD upon all who 

committed the sins of homosexuality and fornication. The homosexuals 

and fornicators from all quarters both old and young died in that furnace! 

The LORD's judgement reveals the LORD's view on the sins of 

homosexuality and fornication. Both these sins are accepted by our society 

today as normal and no one frowns on these two sins any more. No stigma 

is attached to these sins. Anyone who condemns these sins are called 

names like bigots and homophobic!  

 

Q. Can a person be a genuine believer if he remains a practicing homosexual? 

Can a person be a genuine believer if he does not practice his sin of 

homosexuality but only is a homosexual in his heart and mind? 

1Corinthians 6:9-11 gives the answer to the two questions. 

 

Verse 26 -- Lot's wife disobeyed the command not to look back and she 

was turned into a pillar of salt. She looked back when her husband, Lot 

was in front of her as the phrase "from behind him" implies. All of them 

were expressly told in no uncertain terms that they must not look back in 

verse 17! This was a blatant disobedience to the clear command of God's 

holy Word. The strength of the prohibition in verse 17 was the same as in 

the Ten Commandments. It was a command and not an option not to look 

back. "To look back" means that their heart was still in Sodom. The life in 

Sodom was grievous sin that no child of God must ever contemplate 

sinning, not even in thought! For Lot's wife to look back knowing full well 

that the brimstone and fire were still falling from heaven and the screams 

of the inhabitants in these cities must have been horrendous and frightful! 

Yet she deliberately and willfully looks back! She paid the ultimate price 

for her disobedience.  

 

Verse 27-29 – This was a parenthesis where the focus shifted from Lot to 

uncle Abraham who was very concerned for the fate of his nephew Lot. 

Abraham believed in his prayer to the LORD that if there were ten souls in 

Sodom there would be no judgement. The first thing he did when he woke 

up early in the morning was to go to the place where he prayed before the 

LORD. From there he probably could have a good vantage point of the 

plains of Sodom and Gomorrah. He looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah 

and toward all the land of the plain to see if there were any signs of 

burning! Tragically Abraham saw the smoke of the country went up as 

smoke of a furnace. This means that the billowing smoke ascended 

upward in a very thick column toward heaven. Abraham knew that there 

were less than ten souls in Sodom. 
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The commentary in verse 29 is most revealing concerning the doctrine of 

intercessory prayer. Do you know that most of our prayers are intercessory 

prayers? The LORD heard and answered Abraham's prayer. The LORD 

revealed here that when He destroyed the cities of the plain that He 

remembered Abraham. It was because of His remembrance of Abraham 

and his prayer to the LORD that He sent Lot out of the midst of the 

overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in the place where Lot dwelt! Lot 

and his two daughters were spared because of Abraham's intercession. 

They deserved to die in the midst of Sodom! The mercy of God came into 

the equation and Lot's life was spared.  

 

Verses 30-38 – Initially Lot refused to depart into the mountains but went 

to Zoar a small city. This city was spared for Lot's sake. Lot could not give 

up city life. But he did so in the end and went up to the mountains. The 

reason for his departure from Zoar was that he "feared to dwell in Zoar. 

Perhaps one of the reasons for his fear was that the people of Zoar might 

blame him for the destruction of the land of the plains and all the cities 

and people in them. He went to the mountains and lived in a cave with his 

two daughters. 

 

Seclusion did not mean there would be no sin. Sin resides in the hearts of 

people and they cannot run nor hide from their sinful self. This was seen 

in the wicked incestuous relation Lot's daughter plotted against their 

father. The firstborn said to the younger sister that their father is old and 

there is not a man on the earth to live with to get a child in order that the 

lineage of Lot would not die with them. The intention of the firstborn was 

clear. She wanted to preserve seed of their father. Using the imperative to 

emphasize urgency she told her sister to get their father drunk and then lie 

with him. They got Lot drunk and the firstborn slept with Lot and he was 

not even aware of what happened. What a tragic and sad commentary on 

Lot's life. He was a drinker and got drunk! Total abstinence is always the 

path of righteousness especially in today's context.  

 

The following night was the younger sister's turn. She followed in her 

older sister's footsteps. They both plotted to get Lot drunk and succeeded 

again. She too slept with Lot. The Bible said that both of them became 

pregnant and were "with child by their father."  

 

From their incestuous affair with their father the nations of Moab and 

Ammon were born. The names they gave to their respective child reveal 

the immorality of the two daughters. 

 

Moab was born to the elder. "Moab" means "Who is father?" or "from 

father." Every time the father calls his son, he will be reminded of the 

incestuous act. What a sad end for Lot. He had to carry this shame with 

him to the end of his days. This was the origin of the Moabite nation.  

 

Ben-ammi was born to the younger. "Ben-ammi" means "son of my 

people". This reflects the younger daughter's attachment to the people of 

the plain i.e. the Sodomites. This shows that her life has been badly 
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affected  by the life in Sodom and she would dedicate her only son to them 

because God had destroyed them. This was the origin of the Ammonites. 

 

The Moabites and Ammonites were to become thorns in Israel's flesh 

when they journeyed out of Egypt into the Promised Land. The problem 

did not stop there. Both these heathen nations continue to harass Israel 

even until the destruction of Judah in 596 B.C.  

 

". . . attitudes antagonistic toward Israel are expressed by the Ammonites 

and Moabites to cause discomfort to Israel because happenings there could 

be blamed by them on the departure of Lot from Abraham and the 

subsequent destruction of Sodom (Stigers, 177)."  

 

Q. Is this statement acceptable or not? Give reasons. (cf. Lk. 17:26-30; 2 Pet 

2:1-22) 

 

NOTE – Lot’s life was one of great shame and disappointment. He failed 

his family and his LORD. Yes Lot was a believer! This episode in Lot's 

life provides a very grim picture of what a believer could still do after he 

is born again. Every believer must beware not to think that he would not 

fall into the sin of Lot. Every one of the believers is capable of such a 

horrendous sin. Drunkenness was the cause of it. In other words if Lot was 

not drunk he would never have allowed his daughters to commit such a 

terrible sin with him. The sin of drinking has caused untold damage to the 

cause of Christ. Some of these are irreparable. Lot's two children out of 

two incestuous relationships is an example of such irreparable damage! 

The shame and stigma of incest must remain so as to prevent such sins 

from being repeated. However, this is not the case today. We have sins 

that have taken on faces of respectability and in some cases been accepted 

as the norm, a normal way of life. Fornication, adultery, homosexuality 

and multiple wives are common and regarded as normal throughout our 

world. Such sexual sins are definitely condemned by the LORD. Those 

who immerse themselves in their way of life even though they might not 

commit these sins themselves will surely be affected by them. Lot is a case 

in point.  

 

He tried to hold onto his wealth and he lost them all. He lost all his wealth, 

fame and his family within one moment of time! 2 Peter 2:6-9 (KJV) 

“And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned 

them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after 

should live ungodly; 7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy 

conversation of the wicked: 8 (For that righteous man dwelling among 

them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with 

their unlawful deeds;) 9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 

temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be 

punished.” 

 

The picture of individual salvation is not to be confused with national 

condemnation. Ruth was a godly Moabitess woman. In fact she was the 

great grandmother of King David.  
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C.  Abraham Denies Sarah the Second Time -- Gen. 20 

 

The two "lying incidents" in Abraham's life might be the same kind of sin but the 

reason for lying was quite different. In the earlier case, the Bible said that 

Abraham was afraid that the Egyptians would kill him and take Sarah because she 

was fair to look upon. In this case, 24 years later (99-75 yrs), Abraham lied 

because "Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay me for my 

wife's sake (20:11)." He said that the fear of God was not in this place. Where 

then ought the fear of God be? If he was right and that the fear of God was not in 

this place, then what was Abraham doing in the city? Is that not the criteria for the 

evaluation on whether a believer ought to be found in any place? 

 

Abraham was different and so was Sarah. It was not so much that they have aged 

physically but that they have grown spiritually. They were supposed to be 24 

years older as a child of God and ought to be wiser in their walk with the LORD. 

Their names had been changed by the LORD. The situation was very precarious 

to say the least. God's plan of salvation for mankind can be thwarted if Abraham 

loses his wife Sarah to another man. Abraham must remain separate from all city 

life. He cannot be assimilate into any nation for God's plan of salvation to be 

ulfilled. Sanctification is a lifelong process then never ends as long as the child of 

God dwells in this earthen vessel. He will always need to lean on God and not his 

own strength or wisdom when he is confronted with a dilemma. To ignore God 

and practice situation ethics is great folly. Instead of being a godly witness to the 

heathens and to his own servants and his wife, Abraham was a stumbling block 

who brought shame to the name of the LORD!  

 

1) Abraham's lie and God's intervention -- 20:1-7 

 

Abraham journeyed southward after the destruction of Sodom and 

Gomorrah. Why he did so was not stated. At least 24 years ago the reason 

for his migration down south to Egypt was because of the famine in the 

land. He went to Gerar, a Philistine city. Has Abraham forgotten so 

quickly that the cities in the plain of Sodom and Gomorrah had all been 

destroyed by the LORD because of sin and that the fear of the LORD was 

not in those cities? This was folly on the part of Abraham. By this act of 

foolishness he placed God's plan of salvation in serious jeopardy. This was 

also the same city which God told Isaac to remain in and not go down to 

Egypt even though a famine had afflicted the land (26:1-6). Perhaps this 

was a city of enormous wealth and resources comparable to that of Egypt 

since it was not affected when famine struck in the time of Isaac.  

 

Apparently Sarah was still quite beautiful at 90 years of age for Abraham 

was still afraid that Abimelech, the king of Gerar might kill him and take 

Sarah for his wife. So Abraham told the same lie that he told nearly 24 

years ago, but this time to a different people, that Sarah was his sister. As 

expected, Abimelech saw and liked Sarah and took her for himself. 

Probably Sarah was not with child yet when they went to Gerar. The 

reason was that in chapter 21 the Bible said that it was after these events in 

Genesis 18 to 20 that the LORD visited Sarah and then she conceived. 

What was recorded in Genesis 17:19-21 was only the promise that Sarah 
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will bear a son "at this set time next year." This set time neat year came 

after these events.  

 

This sin of Abraham was much worse than before. He knew better with 

more revelation from God that this seed inside his wife Sarah was God’s 

chosen one. For him to allow a Gentile king to take her and if he were to 

sleep with her God’s plan would have suffered a very great set back! 

 

Verses 2-3 -- Unlike the previous occasion, we were not told how Pharaoh 

knew about Abraham's lie, this time the Bible said that God came to 

Abimelech in a dream by night and told him Sarah was Abraham's wife. 

Dreams are vehicles that the LORD used I the Bible to convey His 

inspired Word. They are like visions in the Bible. Both of them are 

vehicles that the LORD uses to give His Word but the difference is that in 

a dream the receiver of God's Word is asleep but the receiver of the vision 

is awake. Other than that there is no difference. The Word of the LORD 

that came to Abimelech (i.e. "my father is king") was real. God even had a 

dialogue with him in this dream. But this does not mean that Abimelech 

was born again. He was still a heathen king. The content of the 

conversation was not about salvation but a warning of impending 

judgement if he does not return Sarah to Abraham! This means that when 

today's Charismatics claim that they had received dreams and visions from 

God it means nothing other than the fact that they are false prophets. 

Genuine believers ought not to be impressed, not even in the slightest, by 

these bold deceptive claims. Even if their dreams and visions are real, and 

we are not saying that they are, it does not mean that they are born again! 

Measuring their claims against the perfect Word of God, it is established 

beyond a shadow of doubt that their claims are false and that they are 

pawns of Satan spawn by him to deceive the world in the last days that 

will soon culminate in the promotion and revelation of the Antichrist that 

will come to deceive and rule this sin sick world.  

 

God warned Abimelech that he was a dead man. The reason given to him 

by God was that the woman i.e. Sarah whom he has taken is a man's wife. 

This was a trivial charge because kings take other man's wife at will all the 

time in those days. If Abimelech did not fear God then he would simply 

ignore God. If he fears God then he would listen and obey by returning 

Sarah to Abraham. God had to intervene at this juncture for Abraham had 

placed the plan of God in jeopardy because of his sin and foolishness. 

Abraham lacked faith at this juncture of his life! He did not trust God to 

take are and neither did he consult God by prayer if it was His will to go to 

Gerar. The LORD had to intervene into to save His plan of salvation. He 

had to snatch Abraham out of the pit that he had dug for himself.  

 

Verses 4-5 – Abimelech defended himself before the LORD. Since 

Abimelech had not come near Sarah, he explained his innocence before 

the just and holy God. In his defense he reasoned, "Lord, Wilt thou [God] 

slay also a righteous nation?" This question reveals that there was fear in 

the city of Berar. Abraham had made a wrong assumption when he lied. 

Even if his assumption had been right and that there was no fear in the city 
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of Gerar he must trust God to deliver him and his wife if God had told him 

and his wife to go there. But if God had not told him and his wife to go to 

Gerar and he assumed that there was no fear of God in the city, then he 

should not have brought his wife and go to Gerar in the first place. Why 

would he put himself in mortal danger by such a reckless act!  

 

Based upon the testimony of Abimelech it appears that both Abraham and 

Sarah conspired to deceive Abimelech. He testified that Abraham said that 

Sarah was his sister. He also testified that Sarah said the Abraham was her 

brother. There was collusion by both of them to deceive Abimelech. Based 

upon this truth, Abimelech said that he should not be blamed for taking 

Sarah. He did it out of ignorance and the sincerity of his heart. “I am 

innocent,” was Abimelech's defense! His defense worked. The LORD did 

not kill him or punish him.  

 

Verse 6 -- God spoke to him and He dealt with Abimelech very fairly. 

God said that He knew of Abimelech's innocence, that is why He appeared 

to him right now BEFORE he can sin against God. Note that from these 

words of God that if Abimelech had slept with Sarah he would not have 

been charged with sinning against Abraham but against God Himself. He 

would have fallen into the ploy of Satan in thwarting God's plan of 

salvation for fallen mankind. It might have been an innocent and ignorant 

act on Abimelech's part in that he was not aware that he was used by 

Satan, but in God's eye he would still be guilty if he had slept with Sarah. 

This is the sovereignty of God and His holiness. Ignorance is no excuse 

before God cf. Lev 5:17-19 – a trespass offering was still required of the 

sinner even in the sin of ignorance.  

 

God knew of what Abimelech had not done up to that point in time. In 

short God was on time and had prevented Abimelech from sinning against 

Him. This dream that Abimelech received from God was a warning to him 

that it was meant to prevent him from sinning. God can use dreams to 

speak to unbelievers to accomplish His sovereign will. He did that in the 

time of Joseph where dreams were used to speak to Pharaoh in order to 

deliver Joseph from prison (cf. Genesis 41). God did the same in the time 

of Daniel when dreams were given to Nebuchadnezzar in order to promote 

Daniel as well as to humble him to bring about salvation (cf. Daniel 2 and 

4).  

 

Q. Will God still use dreams and vision today to speak to believers or 

unbelievers alike like in biblical times? What about the visions that Dr 

John Sung had that God used to call him to full time ministry?  

 

Verse 7 -- Now Abimelech has to restore Sarah back to Abraham. God 

said that Abraham was a prophet (1st occurrence of the word prophet in 

the whole Bible). God said that Abraham will pray for Abimelech in order 

that Abimelech shall live (emphasis is on his intercessory prayer rather 

than his ability to foretell). If Abimelech refused to obey, he will surely 

die, Abimelech and his entire family. The seriousness of Abimelech's 

action is emphasized here. He must not delay but obey God's Word to him 
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immediately. The whole city including the family of Abimelech was in 

dire straits if the right thing was not done! If death had occur the entire 

city would be wiped out.  

 

After this dream to warn Abimelech, Abimelech now realized that if he 

did not return Sarah to Abraham, he could not claim innocence any more. 

Now that he knows who Sarah was to Abraham and that Abraham was a 

prophet who is supposed to have the ability to fore tell as well as forth tell, 

Abimelech must obey God's will. Abraham was on a mission of God as 

God's prophet.  

 

2) Abimelech's rebuke and Abraham's intervention -- 20:8-18 

 

Verses 8-10 -- Abimelech rose early in the morning and related his dream 

to all his servants and they all became very frightened. Such an act of 

concern reflects well on the king. He shared with all his servants the 

danger all of them were in because of Abraham and Sarah's deception. The 

prophet of God had caused them to sin against god and now they were all 

in mortal danger!  

 

Abraham was summoned to Abimelech's presence and he received a very 

direct rebuke from this heathen king. Using two rhetorical questions 

Abimelech presented his case against Abraham. The first was "What hast 

thou [Abraham] done unto us?" The king referred to the nation or city as a 

whole. Abraham transgressed against an entire city and not just a king for 

the king represented the city. He charged Abraham with an act that he had 

already done. The second rhetorical question was, "What have I offended 

thee, that thou [Abraham] hast brought on me [Abimelech] and on my 

kingdom a great sin?" Was it revenge that Abraham had deceived 

Abimelech into sinning? Abimelech was the righteous one in this incident. 

He had not done anything against Abraham so why did Abraham bring 

such a great sin upon Abimelech and his nation! There is basically no 

justification for what Abraham did against Abimelech.  

 

Abimelech described what Abraham committed as a great sin! Abimelech 

was right for it was a great sin based upon the penalty that God had 

imposed. An entire nation or city was to be destroyed because of what 

Abraham did! Abimelech confronted Abraham was demanded form him a 

reply by asking him, "What sawest thou [Abraham] that thou has done this 

thing?" In other words what was in your mind or what have you seen that 

prompted you to deceive!  

 

Verses 11-13 -- Abraham's excuse for his lie was that HE THOUGHT that 

the fear of God was not in this place and he would surely lose his life 

because of his wife. Abraham practiced situation ethics instead of doing 

what was right. He evaluated the situation and acted based you the 

conclusion of his evaluation hoping to change or control the outcome. In 

short Abraham played God! Situation ethics is to change one's ethics 

based upon the situation at hand. By manipulation the present practitioner 

of situation ethics sincerely believes that they could change the outcome 
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of the immediate future if not the distant future. The practitioner of 

situation ethics does not believe in absolutes like the Ten Commandments. 

There is no right or wrong only different situation. If lying can save a 

situation, he believes that it is right to lie then he will lie. If killing is also 

right in his ethical evaluation then he would kill and do not consider it as 

murder or a sin. Lying normally is the result of one who practices situation 

ethics. Christians must never indulge in situation ethics. He lacks faith and 

trust in God when he lies in the present to change the future. He must do 

what if right according to Holy Scriptures all the time and trust the 

outcome of his righteous decisions to God who is all sovereign!  

 

Q. Is it true to say that situation ethics are commonly practiced in the world 

today? Do you practice situation ethics when you make decisions?  

 

Abraham was very wrong. The king and the people of Gerar feared God. 

The fear of God was in Gerar. Abraham tried to defend himself by saying 

that she was in truth his half-sister and he married her. Apparently it was 

acceptable in those days to marry within the family in order to preserve 

the faith. This was also the case when it comes to Abraham finding a wife 

for Isaac in later years. Where Abraham lived, believers were few in those 

days. This must not be used as the basis for incestuous marriage today. 

When Israel became a nation and there were millions of believers in Israel 

laws were made by God to forbid all close relation marriages (cf. 

Leviticus 18).  

 

This was their agreement ever since God called them out of Ur of the 

Chaldees into this land of Canaan. This was their prepared protection in 

case they faced danger. Their weak faith caused them to employ human 

devices to protect themselves. This does not mean that they had no 

genuine faith for they were already born again when they were called by 

the LORD to leave Ur and to follow Him to a place they did not know 

where. This is attested by Hebrews 11:8 (KJV) "By faith Abraham, when 

he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an 

inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went." 

Examples like these are recorded for our learning. It does not mean that 

we follow their wrong example but to warn us of the pitfall if we did. If 

we have done it before in the past it means that we are also human and that 

our faith grows like than of Abraham's as well. This example is for our 

encouragement but not emulation.  

 

Verse 14 -- Sarah was restored to Abraham together with some animals. 

WHY did Abimelech give so many animals to Abraham? The suggested 

answer from Stigers was that, "The giving of the animals is, in effect, a 

pecuniary settlement to guarantee that no legal recourse may be had by 

Abraham against Abimelech at any future time. It is also to serve the 

double purpose of preventing any strife between Sarah and Abraham, for 

she truly shared in the blame. It may parallel the return of dowry in the 

case of an unsatisfactory bride. With it he sums up the matter: justice has 

been done to Abraham." (Harold G. Stigers, A Commentary on Genesis, 

(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1976), p. 180).  
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Q. Do you agree with the explanation of Stigers?  

 

The reasoning of Stigers might not be right. The animals given to 

Abraham were not because Abraham was right but that Abimelech was 

wrong. Abraham had no recourse against Abimelech in future but Sarah 

had since he had already taken Sarah for his wife. The pecuniary 

settlement was made to Sarah in verse 16. To say that these animals were 

given to settle any argument between Abraham and Sarah seems to be 

stretching the reasoning too far. Abimelech had already sinned against 

God although he might have done it ignorantly and must offer trespass 

offerings to God. It is true that Abimelech did not sin the sin of sleeping 

with Sarah but by taking the wife of a prophet of God was sin enough, 

albeit it was done in ignorance. Since Abraham was God’s prophet he 

gave them to Abraham as God’s representative. Abimelech cannot give 

the offerings to God directly as God had no relationship with him. 

Obviously Abimelech could not have given them to his own heathen 

priests or just simply burn them on his idolatrous altars! He had to give 

these offerings to someone acceptable to God. Since Abraham was God's 

prophet he qualified. Note that the animals given to Abraham was the best 

of the clean animals stipulated by the LORD in Leviticus 1 to 7.  

 

Abraham was definitely not rewarded for lying. Anyone who interprets 

this chapter to justify lying is wrong and has grievously misrepresented 

God.  

 

Verses 15-16 -- The land was before Abraham and he was told by 

Abimelech to live anywhere he desires as long it was not inside his city. 

This was Abimelech's way of telling God's prophet "to get out of my 

sight."  

 

Abimelech did not reprove Abraham directly other than to tell him to 

leave his city. However, Abimelech did reprove Abraham via Sarah. Note 

how Abimelech called Abraham! He called him Sarah's brother! 

Abimelech was being sarcastic here. The 1,000 pieces of silver were 

probably the required pecuniary money Abimelech had to give to 

Abraham to let him and Sarah and all present know that from now 

onwards Sarah had no more claim against him and his kingdom. It might 

be liken to our modern day, "We are even".  

 

The reproof of Abraham was in the phrase “he is to thee a covering of the 

eyes.” It is a Hebraistic phrase to mean, "Abraham has shamed you and 

not to you only but to all those who are around you as well as other whom 

you come into contact with". What a sad testimony of a prophet of God 

whose life could have been a tremendous testimony instead he brought 

shame because of a sin that both of them committed more than 25 years 

ago before they left Ur of the Chaldees.  

 

Verses 17-18 -- How could God answer the intercessory prayer of a man 

like Abraham who has just told the lie a second time?  
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Abraham repented and his prayers were answered. God answers our 

prayer because of our covenantal relationship with Him as long as there 

are no known iniquities in our lives. Psalms 66:18 (KJV) "If I regard 

iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." Abraham's intercessory 

prayer was heard and God healed Abimelech and his household.  

 

God intervened to protect the Covenantal promises that He made with His 

people. When His chosen people fail Him in their sin, God intervened in 

order that His plan of redemption for mankind will not go awry. God did 

this for His own glory. Very often we forget that it is despite our failures 

and inadequacies that the LORD could still use us and want to use us to 

accomplish His work on earth. We must never be boastful and proud. The 

moment we forget this we are in serious trouble for pride has already set 

in. The moment pride enters in our service unto the LORD would not be 

accepted by Him even though He will still use us to accomplish His 

sovereign will. There is no reward in heaven awaiting us that is all. His 

will and work will not be thwarted by our failures.  

 

D.  Abraham Offered His Son Isaac -- Gen. 21-22 

 

1) Finally Isaac was born (21:1-8) – The LORD kept His promise. He 

visited Sarah just as He said. Sarah conceived and was with child. This 

was the beginning of conception. This was the set time that the LORD said 

would take place in Genesis 17:21. God always keep all His promises. All 

His promises are yea and amen. He cannot lie. Abraham and Sarah must 

be very happy to finally have a son through Sarah.  

 

Q. Do you think that Sarah was embarrassed that she was with child at such a 

late age? If you were 65 plus years old and the LORD gives you a child 

would you be embarrassed?  

 

Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90 years old when Isaac was born. Note 

that Abraham named his son Isaac and not Sarah. In the case of Isaac's 

twin sons, Isaac and his wife Rebekah named them Esau and Jacob (cf. 

Genesis 25:25) whereas in the case of Jacob's sons, his wives Leah and 

Rachel named them (cf. Genesis 29:31-30:24). The only exception was 

when Benjamin was born Rachel named him Benoni (i.e. "son of my 

sorrow") just before she died. But Jacob intervened and renamed him 

Benjamin (i.e. "son of my right hand"). Naming the children is a sign of 

control and headship. When the wife named the sons and there was no 

change it simply means that the father allows the wife to name the 

children and if he did not change the name then it means he approved of 

the name given by the wife. Abraham stamped his approval in the birth of 

his son Isaac.  

 

He was circumcised the eighth day as commanded by God and they were 

exceedingly happy. Circumcision was Abraham's way of claiming God's 

covenantal promise for his son Isaac as well as acknowledging that he 

would bring Isaac up according to the way of the LORD.  
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The plan of God in Abraham's life was coming to fruition. Having waited 

patiently for the LORD in the Land of Canaan and surrounded by all the 

enemies for the past 25 years, finally the promise of God has taken another 

step in the fulfillment of the coming seed of the woman that will bruise the 

head of the serpent as promised by God in Genesis 3:15. This miracle that 

God gave to Abraham and his wife Sarah was definitely an encouragement 

to Abraham. The next step is to ensure that Isaac grows up to continue to 

do God's will in his life. When Isaac gets married and have sons then he 

must be taught to pass this on to his son. The lineage of Abraham must 

continue faithfully in order for the LORD's promise to Abraham that his 

descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the heavens and the sand 

on the sea shore. If Abraham does not pass this on, the fulfillment of God 

in his life alone is of no consequence. Abraham must realize that he is just 

one piece of the gigantic tapestry of the great and colourful plan of God's 

salvation for mankind. His work for the LORD is not yet done. It has only 

just begun as it enters into its next phase.   

 

Everyone in the home of Abraham was happy at the celebration of Isaac's 

weaning except for the older half brother of Isaac, Ishmael. Something has 

to be done to safeguard God's plan of salvation. If anything were to 

happen to baby Isaac God's plan of salvation would have been thwarted. 

Ishmael was about 14 years old at this time.  

 

2) The Departure of Ishmael (21:9-21) -- The joy in the household was 

shattered by the envy of Ishmael. Ishmael's prospect and expectations 

were suddenly crushed by the birth of the true heir. As a boy of about13 

years old and he was probably confident that he would inherit the great 

wealth and power of his father Abraham, until Sarah's pregnancy about a 

year ago. Now that the boy has been safely weaned and healthy enough to 

continue living, Ishmael felt threatened. 

 

The Bible says that Ishmael "mocked" i.e. ridiculed the entire affair. Note: 

The name of Isaac is “yitschaq” which has the same root as mocked 

“metsacheq”. It is as if Ishmael is saying "Isaac". Ha! "Mocking" is his 

name (21:9).  

 

Verse 10 -- His mocking was noticed by Sarah and she insisted that 

Ishmael be cast out of the household. The insistence could be seen from 

the use of the strong imperative in the words "cast out"! Sarah saw the 

danger and immediately took the necessary steps to ensure the safety of 

her son Isaac. She basically demanded from her husband Abraham that 

Ishmael and his mother Hagar be thrown out of the house so that Ishmael 

would not have any share in the inheritance of Abraham. This act of Sarah 

is as good as saying that Ishmael was not a legitimate heir at all to 

Abraham's inheritance. Sarah refused to even call his name or the name of 

Hagar in her demand to Abraham. Ishmael was called "the son of this 

bondwoman." She reminded Abraham that she was the mistress of the 

house and his legitimate wife and not Hagar who was just a slave! She has 

no right and neither does her son.  
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Q. Is this reasoning of Sarah right?  

 

 The strength of her demand could be seen in her use of the strongest 

prohibition found in the Hebrew language. This strength of prohibition is 

similar to the ones found in the Ten Commandments such as "Thou shalt 

not steal", etc. Hagar emphatically and adamantly demanded that Abraham 

get rid of Hagar and Ishmael. Sarah called Isaac "my" son instead of our 

son when she made this demand before Abraham!  

 

Verse 11 -- Sarah's demand appeared high handed and harsh to Abraham 

and it grieved his heart that there was such a squabble in the family. It was 

not Ishmael fault that he was born though the impatience of Sarah and 

Abraham. No father liked to see his son leave home for good. It broke 

Abraham's heart that such a rift has occurred in his home. He did not like 

what Sarah demanded. 

 

Verse 12 -- God's higher hand intervened. God told Abraham that Isaac 

was the chosen seed and Ishmael was not. NOTE: This seemingly 

innocent family squabble had worldwide eternal consequence. Had 

Ishmael succeeded in his usurpation of Isaac's inheritance then God's plan 

of salvation would have been thwarted. This incident was not the normal 

family squabble that we see in many of today's wealthy families. The 

Bible is a spiritual book. We need to see the spiritual dimension in what is 

revealed to us in the lives of God's servants.  

 

This was precisely what the LORD said to Abraham. Abraham's life was 

the Lord's. He lived and existed in the Land of Canaan to do the Heavenly 

Father's will.  The LORD told him not to be grievous concerning Ishmael 

and Hagar. Note that the LORD also did not address them by name but 

continue to call them the way that Sarah called them. This is to assure that 

Abraham does not allow his sentimental feelings for Hagar and Ishmael to 

sway him from doing what is right and biblical. The LORD told him to do 

exactly to all the Sarah has said. In this instance Sarah was very correct to 

demand that both of them leave home permanently!  

 

Q. Must right and wrong be always measured according to God's Word? Can 

there not be another way? What about the way of compassion? Was Sarah 

motives right when she made her demand? 

 

 God reminded that it was in Isaac that his seed shall be called and not 

Ishmael. Abraham must remember the spiritual purpose of his salvation 

and existence. To lose sight of this because of his love and care for his 

bondwoman (note God said that Hagar was "his" bondwoman) and 

Ishmael was wrong! The only way out to save the situation and not put 

God's plan of salvation for mankind in jeopardy was to get rid of Hagar 

and Ishmael.  

 

Verse 13 -- Abraham was grieved to see Ishmael leave. Just because one 

is doing God's will, it does not mean that one does not feel pain and 

sorrow in the heart. All the more when this heart is sorrowful and the will 
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of God is still obeyed that obedience is sincere and genuine. But do not 

despair; Ishmael will also become a great nation because he was 

Abraham's seed.  

 

This was done for the sake of the covenantal relationship that God ahs 

with Abraham. It was based upon the pity that God showed to Ishmael of 

Hagar. Ishmael was wrong to mock Isaac. If he hurt Isaac to get his 

inheritance he would be charged with fighting against God! That is why 

the Bible made it very clear that it was for the sake of Abraham that the 

LORD said that Ishmael would become a nation.  

 

Verse 14 – Abraham did not delay what the LORD wanted him to do even 

though he was grieved in his heart to see Ishmael and Hagar go. This verse 

is filled with six polysyndetons. This means that every act of Abraham 

was done with great care and deep consideration and in this context a 

heavy heart! Abraham rose up early in the morning to do the will of God.  

 

¶ and took bread,  

¶ and a bottle of water,  

¶ and gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child,  

¶ and sent her away:  

¶ and she departed,  

¶ and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 

 

What pain must have entered into the heart and mind of a holy man like 

Abraham to have to send his firstborn son out into the wilderness in 

banishment according to the sovereign will of God is hard to define. But 

this is a godly example of what a holy man of God must do if the will of 

God determines that one's personal feelings be set aside and if necessary 

put to death in order to fulfill God's will then let it be so! Calvin described 

the pain of Abraham as one has torn out his own bowels! Perhaps he is 

right! Yet it must still be done! 

 

Abraham did not give much to both of them. They were on foot. She 

carried the bread and the bottle of water. The child accompanied her. Why 

did Abraham not provide them with an ass loaded with food and water for 

many days of travel or even a servant to assist them is not revealed to us. 

We can only guess. Perhaps it was the punishment that they deserve as 

Ishmael had mocked Isaac, the anointed of God. Perhaps it was because 

Abraham did what Sarah had demanded which was in accordance to God's 

will, by casting them out with the very basics. Perhaps it could be that 

Abraham did not want them to go too far from him as the little food would 

mean that they would soon run out of food and water and dwell nearby 

availing him an opportunity to bring them back out of pity! These are 

merely suggestions and opinions that need not carry much weight I 

understanding why Abraham did what he did.  

 

Be that as it may we know for sure that Abraham sent them away into the 

wilderness knowing that they will live and not die. The reason was that the 

LORD had said that he would bless Ishmael and he will make him into a 
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nation. The amount of food and water was not the issue. It must be 

concluded that Abraham was hard hearted by giving them so little before 

he sent them into the wilderness. He was doing God's will.  

 

Verse 15 – In no time at all, the water was spent. Hagar cast the child 

under one of the shrubs to give him some shade. They could not have 

travelled very far from the tents of Abraham.  

 

Verse 16 – Hagar went and sat down some distance away from Ishmael as 

it were a bow shot. A bow shot would be about 100 to 200 meters away. 

She did this because she did not want to see the death of the child. Then 

she lifted up her voice and wept. It was not silent moaning but loud 

wailing. Was her wailing heard by Abraham and his people? We can only 

guess.  

 

Verse 17 – The Bible said that God heard the voice of the lad. Apparently 

Ishmael was crying too. Notice here that the Bible did not say that the 

LORD heard the wailing of Hagar, the Egyptian bondwoman but that He 

heard the cry of Ishmael! This is significant because it was not due to the 

gravity of their near death situation that the LORD intervened but because 

of the covenantal relationship that He had with Abraham that made the 

difference. The Angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven and asked 

what was troubling her. He reassured her by telling her not to be afraid 

because God has heard the voice of the lad where he is!  

 

Just as the LORD promised Abraham, He will take care of Ishmael for his 

sake! The believer's relationship is very special to God. Very often he will 

bless non-believers for the believer's sake. This means that the believer 

ought to be more circumspect in how he lives and testifies for God. His 

life can be such a tremendous blessing to the people God brings into his 

life.  

 

Verse 18 – God commanded Hagar to arise and carry up Ishmael and hold 

him in her hand probably to get him to lean on her for support as he was a 

big boy of about 14 years old. God revealed to her what He had promised 

and revealed to Abraham. God told her that He would make a great nation 

out of Ishmael.  

 

Verse 19 – After this, God opened her eyes so that she was able to see the 

provision of the well of water. She went and filled the bottle with water 

and gave some to Ishmael. Both of them were kept alive by God just as 

God said He would.  

 

Verse 20-21 – God was with Ishmael and he grew and dwelt in the 

wilderness of Paran, located south west of the Dead Sea. He became an 

archer in the wilderness. Hagar took him a wife out of Egypt as she was an 

Egyptian herself.  
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3) The Origin of the name Beersheba (21:22-34) -- By now Abimelech and 

his chief captain, Phichol saw the wealth of Abraham and concluded that 

"God is with thee in all that thou doest". This was probably the same 

Abimelech who rebuked Abraham and asked him to get out of his city 

Gerar in Genesis 20. Although Abimelech had chased Abraham out of his 

city, he had kept an eye on him. Abraham had no protection from any city 

walls and he also did not enter into any alliance with any nation in Canaan 

and yet he and all that he owned remained safe and secure. No harm 

seemed to come to Abraham even though he had no army or fighting men 

to protect hi form the many marauders that roamed the length and breadth 

of Palestine! Abraham was not only safe and secure but was also 

prosperous. Abimelech's only conclusion was that God must have 

protected him from harm and danger. His remark was that God was with 

Abraham! He was very right! Psalms 105:9-15 (KJV) "Which covenant 

he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac; 10 And confirmed the 

same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant: 11 

Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your 

inheritance: 12 When they were but a few men in number; yea, very few, 

and strangers in it. 13 When they went from one nation to another, from 

one kingdom to another people; 14 He suffered no man to do them wrong: 

yea, he reproved kings for their sakes; 15 Saying, Touch not mine 

anointed, and do my prophets no harm."    

 

Verse 23 -- Abimelech and his chief captain wanted a peace treaty to be 

made with him and his children and grandchildren. He wanted to be on 

good terms with him not for this generation only but for the next three 

generations. He asked Abraham to swear unto him by the name of God 

that he will not deal falsely with him and his descendants, up to the third 

generation. He remembered how Abraham dealt falsely with him by lying 

that Sarah was his sister and that nearly cost him his life. Abimelech's 

reasoning was that he had been kind to Abraham. Abraham must now 

reciprocate the same kindness to him. He also allowed Abraham to remain 

in the land!  

 

Q. As a Christian, how do you evaluate this kind of reciprocal kindness? 

Should Christian deal this way with others? If Christians deal this way, is 

it a sin? 

 

Verse 24 -- Abraham agreed. Did Abraham compromise God's plan in his 

life and that of Isaac by making this peace treaty with Abimelech? Was 

God's plan of salvation placed in jeopardy by this treaty of Abraham? The 

answer is no. As long as Abraham did not live inside a city where he and 

his family could easily assimilate into the city life of that city and thus lose 

his identity, then it is alright for him to make such peace treaty.  

 

Verse 25 -- Knowing the carnal and greedy nature of man, Abraham 

rebuked Abimelech for the well that his men had taken by force. What 

Abraham did here is wise. He needed to clear the air with the person he is 

making the peace treaty with. There cannot be some unstated unhappiness 
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hidden behind the peace treaty. Abraham had to clear the air and ensure a 

lasting peace.  

 

The word used to describe the actions of the slave was "had violently 

taken away." This was the first occurrence of the word. It means to pluck 

something out of the ground by force if necessary. The aim was to take 

away by hook or by crook. Nothing will resist their desire to take 

something away. In this instance the servants of Abimelech took away a 

well of water that was probably dug by Abraham's servants. It takes a lot 

of time to find the well water and then to dig till water could come to the 

surface and then a well if formed. Water in Palestine was a source of life. 

It was especially precious to men like Abraham who had no permanent 

home and had to wander from place to place like nomads. This was not a 

matter of money but survival that caused Abraham to reprove Abimelech 

for what his servants did.  

 

Verse 26 -- Abimelech pleaded ignorance. He said that he did not know 

who has done such a thing. He said that Abraham did not mention this 

matter to him and he has not heard about it until now! Abimelech as king 

knew when a beautiful woman enters his city so that he could send for him 

and take her for himself to wife. How could he not know of such an 

important thing as an extra well water for his people? Be that as it may 

Abraham had to take Abimelech at his word if he were to make peace. To 

call a king a liar is as good as declaring war especially when Abraham had 

no evidence and it was only his word against that of Abimelech!  

 

Verse 27-30 – Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to 

Abimelech. Why did he do that? Was he not the lord of this land of 

promise as given to him by the LORD? By giving to Abimelech such 

tokens uncommanded could it not be misconstrued that he was subservient 

to Abimelech and that he was basically acknowledging that this peace 

treaty was not one of parity but suzerainty with Abimelech being the 

greater? It is true that Abraham is lord of the Land of Promise but only in 

anticipation of something future. Abraham was not lord at all before 

Abimelech in his lifetime. For him to acknowledge that Abimelech was 

king and greater than was not only true but also right! Abraham was in the 

land of Abimelech by his goodwill. Therefore he gave him gifts as a 

gesture of gratitude for allowing him to remain in the land.  

 

But Abraham made sure that everything was done legally. He brought to 

him seven ewe lambs as evidence that the well as dug by Abraham and his 

servants and therefore belonged to them. This act of payment and 

acceptance for the well concluded their agreement and covenant.  

 

Verse 31-32 -- Abraham named the place Beersheba i.e. the well of the 

oath. Beer means "well" and sheba means "oath." The naming of the place 

after this incident is a reminder to future generations of this peace treaty 

made between Abraham and Abimelech. The descendants of both sides 

must honour this treaty. At the end of this treaty, Abimelech and Phichol 

returned to the land of the Philistines.  
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Verse 33-34 – Then Abraham planted a grove in Beersheba and called 

upon the Name of the LORD, the everlasting God. Trees never stop 

growing! They will keep growing until a storm knocks it down or termites 

destroy its roots. The planting of this tree in Beersheba has this 

significance of a continuous living covenant. The covenant ought to 

continue beyond Abraham's lifetime.  

 

He called on the Name of the LORD because he has found peace in his 

family. The matter of Hagar and Ishmael is resolved to the glory of God. 

God's plan of salvation in the family of Abraham is intact and not 

jeopardized. He has made peace with Abimelech and now can enjoy peace 

and perhaps not move from this land of the Philistine for the moment. 

Water is supplied by the LORD through the well. Abraham had much to 

thank God for at this juncture of his life. He sojourned in the Land of the 

Philistines many days.  

 

4) The Offering of Isaac (22:1-24) -- And it came to pass God tested 

Abraham. This was a commentary which Abraham had no knowledge of. 

Abraham was asked to bring his only son Isaac to the land of Moriah and 

offer him there as a burnt offering to the LORD on one of the mountains 

there (22:1-2).  

 

Q. -- Did God really ask and want Abraham to offer Isaac as a burnt 

sacrifice? If so then why did God ask Abraham to do that which He 

commanded the Israelites not to do (cf. Deut. 12:31)? 

 

The answer is: God did test Abraham but He did not tempt him to do evil 

(James 1:3). Therefore we must assume that human sacrifice is not evil in 

itself, when God commands it (or else Christ's sacrifice would have been 

an immoral act).  

 

If we look at Deu 12:31 carefully, we see that the prohibition was against 

the offering of sons and daughters to other gods or rather idols which are 

false gods. Here, it is God who commanded Abraham to offer Isaac back 

to Himself. Since God gave Isaac to Abraham in the first pace and God is 

the One living and true God, He has every right to demand Isaac back. 

Offering human sacrifices back to God when God demands it is right and 

biblical.  

 

God will never ask His children to do anything that He has clearly 

forbidden in Holy Scriptures. We must refrain from using our own 

standards of right and wrong to interpret Holy Scriptures. Let Scriptures 

speak for itself. If after reading the Scriptures and we find that what the 

Scriptures say is hard to accept then we change our understanding and 

accept Scriptures. We do not change Scriptures to fit into our mould but 

change our mould to fit Scriptures.  

 

Furthermore, if offering Isaac to God is wrong then the death of Christ 

would be considered inherently wrong, which is definitely not the case. 

We must understand that the death of Christ was not offered to Satan 
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based upon Satan’s decided requirement. It was a requirement demanded 

by God Himself in Genesis 2. God said that man will surely die if he 

sinned against God, not Satan. It was in accordance with God’s justice that 

Christ died for us. He paid the penalty for us to redeem us from sin.  

 

[NOTE: Also Christ was not a third party in this crucifixion but that He 

was also the party man sinned against. In other words the One we sinned 

against became sin for us and paid the price that we might have sins 

forgiven and eternal life instead of death and eternal condemnation.] 

 

Therefore what God asked of Abraham in sacrificing his son was a 

legitimate and moral act. The test was very real and very righteous! 

 

a. The Temptation (22:1-2) – Abraham's reply was one of 

obedience. He said, "Behold, Here I am." This is a term of total obedience. 

The person acknowledges that whatever is asked of him he will obey.  

 

The instruction of God to Abraham was very clear. Take (imperative is 

used here which means that Abraham was not given an option) now i.e. 

immediately your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love and go to the 

land of Mo-ri'ah, which is also the Name for Jerusalem. It is not too far 

from where Abraham lived i.e. about three days journey. So far the request 

of God was very acceptable and posed no problem to Abraham. Going to 

Mo-ri'ah was easy enough and to bring Isaac along is fine with Abraham 

too. But the next command from God was most difficult for Abraham. 

God commanded Abraham to "offer" (imperative) Isaac there for a burnt 

offering upon one of the mountains which God will tell him of when he 

gets there. "Burnt offering" is a term that has only one meaning, it always 

means burnt offering i.e. totally and completely offered unto the LORD. 

There is no other interpretation in the mind of Abraham than that the same 

God who told him that his son Isaac will continue on the line of the 

Messiah will also be offered as a burnt offering to the LORD. There seems 

to be a contradiction here in the two command of the LORD. However, 

Abraham's faith was strongest at this point of his life for the LORD will 

not allow a temptation to come to His child if He does not know that the 

faith of His child is strong enough to take it and grow to the next level 

from it.  

 

There was no record of any response on the part of Abraham. He went to 

sleep and when we come to the next verse the Bible simply states that 

Abraham rose early in the morning.  

 

b. The Departure (22:3-8) -- Abraham brought Isaac up very early 

in the morning and together with two servants they proceeded to Mount 

Moriah. Do not argue from silence. We cannot say that Abraham did or 

did not consult his wife before he took Isaac on this trip because the Bible 

is silent on the matter. I heard a preacher said that Abraham did not 

consult his wife because his wife would probably stop him and would not 

understand. Therefore this preacher concluded that in some instances a 

husband can hide from his wife before he acts especially important matters 
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that he thinks his wife might probably stop him from doing. This kind of 

teaching is ludicrous to say the least and dangerous at worse for this can 

be a recipe for disaster in the home where trust is destroyed. No doctrine 

ought be built upon silence in the Bible.  

 

Polysyndeton is used in verse 3 to highlight the things that Abraham 

brought and did. His actions were deliberate and carefully considered and 

the reader is supposed to take note of the things that he did to demonstrate 

obedience to what God has commanded him. He got up early in the 

morning for there was no delay on Abraham's part. He saddled his ass 

knowing that it would be a long journey. He took two of his young men 

with him to assist him in his travel. He brought the wood for the burnt 

offering. After the preparation the Bible said that he rose up i.e. he set off 

from his house on this trip to Mo-ri'ah. Everything that Abraham needed 

for the completion of his mission was carefully prepared and nothing was 

left out. The journey took three days. It was good that Abraham brought 

his two young servants as they would help look after him and his son on 

this three day trip. They had to stay two nights out in the open before 

arriving at Mo-ri'ah. Abraham wants this to succeed and nothing must 

prevent him from obeying the will of God in his life and that of Isaac.   

 

Verse 4-5 -- When Abraham saw the place in the distance he told his 

servants to remain behind. He commanded his servants to remain behind 

with the ass. The ass probably carried the material for the burnt offering as 

well as other food stuff and camping gear. What Abraham said here is 

very instructive. The strength of his faith is demonstrated by what he said 

to the two servants. He said, "Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad 

will go yonder and worship, and come again to you." Also the emphasis of 

this verb and the preceding two other verbs, “go” and “worship” have the 

paragogic “he” [pronounced as “hay”] at the end of the verb for emphasis. 

The emphasis is in the action of the two verbs which means "go" and 

"worship."  

 

Abraham said that he and his son will go yonder and worship. This burnt 

offering was "a worship" to Abraham! It was not seen as a human sacrifice 

but an act of worship to the LORD! He also used the first personal plural 

pronoun "we" will come again i.e. return to you, the two servants. If Isaac 

was to die then how can Abraham use the plural here! Some might argue 

that Abraham knew that God would not want him to kill Isaac and 

Abraham knew this and that is why he used the plural "we" instead of "I". 

This reasoning might be a possibility if we did not know what was in 

Abraham's heart and mind when this incident took place. Thank God we 

have inspired Scriptures to help us know what was in Abraham's heart at 

this juncture of the greatest test of his life.  

 

The inspired revelation is Hebrews 11:17-19 (KJV) "By faith Abraham, 

when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises 

offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac 

shall thy seed be called: 19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, 

even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure." This 
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tells us that Abraham understood the meaning of "burnt offering" as 

killing his son Isaac and offered back to God. That is why he believed that 

God would raise him from the dead. God will not give to him another son 

because God had said that it was in Isaac that the Messiah line would 

continue. Therefore if God were to keep this promise to Abraham, the only 

way after sacrificing Isaac as burnt offering was to raise Isaac back from 

the dead! This was the strength and maturity of Abraham's faith. There 

was no biblical record on anyone having been raised from the dead before 

yet Abraham believed in God and the only way God could keep the first 

promise was to raise Isaac from the dead!  

 

Verse 6-7 -- He proceeded on the journey with Isaac alone. Abraham took 

the wood for the burnt offering and placed them on Isaac's shoulders, 

presumably. Abraham took the fire in his hand including a knife. They 

went both together to the place of sacrifice. Along the way Isaac asked his 

father where the sacrificial lamb was. He noticed the equipment for the 

sacrifice was all there except the lamb. Abraham replied Isaac the same 

way as he replied the LORD in verse 1. The reply must have been very 

poignant for Abraham. Then Isaac asked, "Behold the fire and the wood: 

but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?"  

 

Isaac must have been a strong young lad by then because he was strong 

enough to carry the sacrificial wood and astute enough to recognize the 

items for the sacrifice. He must also have experienced other similar 

sacrifices before this.  

 

Verse 8 -- Abraham assured him that God will provide for Himself a lamb 

for a burnt offering. What faith Abraham had! He knew that Isaac was the 

burnt offering. Actually "a lamb" should have been "the lamb." But in the 

English translation, the appropriate translation should not have a definite 

article since there was no lamb present at that time. Translating it as "a 

lamb" instead of "the lamb" is proper translation for to use the literal 

Hebrew translation of "the lamb" would be misleading to say the least. But 

the context in the Hebrew language allows such a use. Therefore in the 

mind of Abraham he was referring to "Isaac."  

 

Q. Did Isaac know that he was the "lamb" for the burnt offering? Based upon 

the next few verses, it appears that Isaac knew or was soon to find out.  

 

 

c. The Sacrifice (22:9-14) -- When they reached the place, Isaac 

quietly submitted to Abraham's actions. The actions of Abraham were 

deliberate and very carefully executed [the use of the Polysyndeton in vs. 

9-10 emphasizes this – Polysyndeton means that every action was 

preceded by the “waw” conjunctive]. Every action must been a great 

struggle for him. He might have paused after every step with a very heavy 

heart as he obeyed God in what was a most difficult test. If Abraham was 

waiting for an intervention form the LORD, there was none. Only silence 

greeted him. Every step of the sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham was carried 

out with deliberate and great consideration.  
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Abraham built an altar there. He laid the wood in order. Then he bound 

Isaac. He laid Isaac on the altar upon the wood. Abraham stretched forth 

his hand and took the knife to slay his son, Isaac. These were painful steps 

but very necessary. Abraham needed to experience all these steps so that 

his faith might be strong. This was done for Abraham's sake. Just because 

Abraham believed that God would raise Isaac from the dead, it does not 

mean that his heart was hardened when he was about to plunge the knife 

into the heart of his only begotten son.  

 

NOTE:  there was no explanation given to Isaac as he was tied up and in 

his obedience he did not run away; he trusted his father completely as he 

was laid on the altar. Isaac was an obedient son. He could easily have run 

away from father Abraham as he was probably a teenage at that time. He 

was old enough to carry the wood and understand the items for the 

sacrifice of a burnt offering.  

 

Verse 11-12 – Just as Abraham was about to kill Isaac, God intervened 

and substituted him with a ram. The angel of the LORD i.e. the pre-

incarnate Christ called out to Abraham from heaven and said, "Abraham, 

Abraham." This stopped Abraham in his tracks. He answered the LORD, 

"Here am I" as before. The LORD told him not to lay his hand upon Isaac 

and do not do anything to him. The LORD said that now He knows that 

Abraham fears God seeing that he has not withheld his only son from the 

LORD! When the LORD said that "now He knows" it must not be 

understood that He has gained knowledge as if He ceases to be immutable. 

The LORD knew all these events in the lives of His people even before 

they were born. This was the experiential knowledge that Abraham need 

to know and experience in his life just like all believers need today. Faith 

in God and trust in God and love God will all our heart, soul, strength and 

mind above all things and all people are spiritual activities that we must 

have constantly. To forget and lower this standard that God ah set for all 

believers is to backslide. What is shown here in Abraham's life is not an 

exception but the norm for all believers.  

 

The maturation of Abraham's faith is for all believers as he is the father of 

all the faithful. His faith was strong. What did Abraham have to assure 

him that God will keep His covenantal promise mentioned in Gen. 12, 13, 

15, 17? Abraham did not have any written Word but only the spoken 

Word of God as and when the LORD chose to speak to him. We have the 

WRITTEN WORD!! How is our faith measured against that of 

Abraham's? Abraham believed that God was able to raise Isaac from the 

dead! As far as Abraham was concerned Isaac was already dead and the 

fact of sparing his son did not lessen this faith of Abraham.  

 

Q. Which is better, to have the spoken or the written Word?  

 

 Verse 13-14 – Abraham lifted his eyes and saw behind him a ram caught 

in the thicket by his horns. This ensures that the ram does not escape or 

run away. The LORD placed the ram there for Abraham. Abraham went 
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and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his 

son!  

 

The name of the place was called Jehovah Jireh i.e. the LORD will see or 

provide.  

 

Q. Can we use this incident to teach that this is a type of Christ typifying the 

heavenly Father offeirng Christ to die on the cross for our sins?  

 

d. The Blessing (22:15-19) – The angel of the LORD called unto 

Abraham out of heaven the second time. He said, "By myself have I 

sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 

withheld thy son, thine only son: 17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and 

in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as 

the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of 

his enemies; 18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 

blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice." The blessing from the 

LORD is tremendous. This was a wonderful approval from the LORD 

regarding Abraham's faith, trust and obedience. The blessing of the LORD 

includes- 

 

¶ Guaranteed fulfillment – The LORD invoke His own Name in this 

blessing; 

¶ Experiential faith  – Abraham passed the test of life. It is one thing 

to believe the Word of God as it is studied but a different level when 

it is lived out in the believer's life. Before this chapter Abraham 

could have said in his heart and mind that he loved God more than 

he loved his only begotten son Isaac. But after Genesis 22 Abraham 

could say that he loved God more than Isaac by his life. This is the 

test every believer must pass; 

¶ Blessing by Multiplying – The descendants of Abraham through 

Isaac would be so numerous that the LORD used two innumerable 

examples to highlight His point. Abraham's descendants would be as 

numerous as the stars in the heaven and the sand on the seashore. 

Both are beyond man's ability to number, even with today's 

computer; 

¶ Power over Enemies – The power of God's people over their 

enemies is highlighted here. This means that Abraham's descendants 

will have many enemies but be defeated by the descendants of 

Abraham. To possess the gates of one's enemies means to conquer 

and defeat them. These are gates of cities which are lifelines of every 

city. If they are close no one can go in or out; 

¶ Blessing to All Nations -- This blessing of Abraham's descendants 

ha sot refer to Christ. It is only through Christ that all the nations of 

the world can be blessed. The nation of Israel per se is not a blessing 

to anyone at all for the Bible is a spiritual book and not carnal. 

Therefore any physical blessings from Israel to the world in terms of 

advancement of technology or sciences are not what the Bible refers 

to here. The Bible is a spiritual Book. All blessings have to be 

spiritual in nature. The only spiritual blessing is Christ!  
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¶ Obedience – The obedience of Abraham was given as the basis for 

the LORD's blessed upon Abraham.  

 

Q. Does this teaching run counter to the Messianic blessing which is 

supposedly unconditional?  

 

Verse 19 -- Abraham's faith and trust in God was perfected by this 

incident. God reassured Abraham of his special place in God's plan of 

salvation for mankind. Through him, all the nations of the earth will be 

blessed. Abraham and his servants and Isaac returned to Beersheba. 

 

 e. The News (22:20-24) – There is a shift of focus and the return of 

Abraham and Isaac to their home is no longer the emphasis. News came 

from Haran that Abraham's brother, Nahor had been fruitful and 

multiplying. This is the introduction to Gen 24 where Abraham will send 

his servant there to find a wife for Isaac his son. Likewise, this will impact 

Jacob in later years. 

 

 

E.  Death and Burial of Sarah, Abraham's Wife -- Gen. 23 

 

1) Sarah died (23:1-2) -- Sarah was 127 years old when she died. That 

means Isaac was about 37 years old when his mother died. She died in 

Kirjath-arba i.e. Hebron in the land of Canaan. Sarah was 10 years 

younger than Abraham. Since Abraham came to Canaan at the age of 75, 

Sarah would have been 65 when she arrived. Having lived with Abraham 

all these years by faith as well in the Land of Promise which she would 

not see in her life, she has to be commended for the 62 years that she 

remained faithfully by her husband's side doing her part in ensuring that 

the family stays together and that Isaac continues what God has called 

Abraham to do. Today's women would find this very difficult to do. Sarah 

in her obedience to Abraham was cited by God as an example for other 

Christian wives to emulate. Therefore if you are a Christian couple, this is 

the biblical example that you ought to study and understand as your 

pattern for life.  

 

1 Peter 3:1-7 says (KJV), "Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your 

own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the 

word be won by the conversation of the wives; 2 While they behold your 

chaste conversation coupled with fear. 3 Whose adorning let it not be that 

outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting 

on of apparel; 4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is 

not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in 

the sight of God of great price. 5 For after this manner in the old time the 

holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in 

subjection unto their own husbands: 6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, 

calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are 

not afraid with any amazement. 7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them 

according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker 
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vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be 

not hindered."   

 

Sarah and Abraham made their mistakes as their faith grew and matured 

which were deliberately recorded for us so that you and I will not think 

that their lives were perfect. Their lives were far from perfect as they 

struggled with the vicissitudes of life like all believers throughout the 

ages, perhaps more so that most as they lived by faith surrounded by 

spiritual darkness, physical dangers being not allowed by God to live 

inside any city, and loneliness for they were the only "Christian" family 

(excluding Lot whose testimony was a negative example) for hundreds of 

miles around. They persevered together obeying and fulfilling God's will 

in their lives until the LORD called one of them home to be with Him. Of 

course Abraham had to live on and continue to serve the LORD to ensure 

that Isaac and Isaac's son continue to accomplish God's will in their lives 

for the glory of God in man's salvation.  

 

Please note the phrase "in the Land of Canaan" as the place where Sarah 

died. It was their custom to be buried at home. The fact that she died and 

was buried in the Land of Canaan is very significant. The place of burial is 

home. For Abraham not to return and bury Sarah in Ur of the Chaldees is a 

question of "physical inconvenience" but one of "spiritual faith." The use 

of the polysyndeton and the two verbs to describe Abraham's heartfelt lose 

demonstrates their spiritual unity and dependency, intimacy, love for one 

another in the LORD. Abraham mourned for Sarah. The word for "mourn" 

means "to tear the hair and to beat the breast." It has the idea of wailing in 

great grief. The word for "weep" means "to mourn with tears." The 

intensity of the sorrow in Abraham's heart and soul is captured by the use 

of these words and the polysyndeton.  

 

Do not presume that just because believers know that they will meet in 

heaven in the day of the resurrection there is no sorrow in their heart when 

the one they loved and served God together all their days, dies. God did 

not ask us to become robots because of the truth that He has revealed to 

us. Truth of the future gives hope and strength to live through trials and 

great injustices on this earth but it must not reduce us to unfeeling robots 

as we serve the LORD. Do not think that the LORD did not feel for His 

disciples when He told them that He was leaving them and be killed in 

Jerusalem. He felt very deeply or them when Peter told Him not to go. If 

there was no feeling on the part of Christ there would have been no 

temptation at all. It was because of His heart felt feeling for Peter that He 

had to rebuke Peter with "Get the behind me Satan!" in Matthew 16:22.  

 

2) Purchasing the Burial Ground (23:3-15) - The first and only piece of 

property Abraham owned in Canaan was the burial ground for Sarah. 

Abraham never forgot that he was a sojourner in this land (he had roamed 

this country for more than 62 years (137-75 yrs.). He never felt at home 

here for he knew his home was in heaven! He asked from the children of 

Heth for a piece of land to bury Sarah. The manner in which Abraham 

began his request is significant. It reveals the heart of Abraham regarding 
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his presence on earth. . Abraham set the tone of the conversation when he 

said in Genesis 23:4, “I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a 

possession of a buryingplace with you, that I may bury my dead out of my 

sight.” [Emphasis added]  

 

He says that He is a stranger here, not just to the people of Heth but in 

Canaan. I do not own anything in Canaan is the message that Abraham 

wanted to convey. A stranger is a foreigner. I am not one of the people of 

the land! Good knowledge of the land that one is living in does not make 

one a citizen! Abraham still felt that he was not one of them which was 

true because he did not worship the same God as the people of Canaan. He 

is a believer and they are not. He has a spiritual mission and they do not. 

Abraham was truly a stranger in every sense of the word.  

 

Then he calls himself a sojourner. A "sojourner" is "a resident alien." A 

stranger who has been in the foreign land for some time is a sojourner. He 

is a person who is familiar with the land because of his time spent in the 

land like Abraham in Canaan. He had lived in Canaan for 62 years and 

still considered himself a stranger and sojourner! He knew the culture and 

everything about the Land of Canaan in terms of the best place to find 

green grass for his sheep and cattle and where the best water is located but 

he was still a sojourner! He knew about their idolatry and human 

sacrifices. He knew about their false religious worship. But he was not one 

of them at all in heart, mind and hope. This is what every believer must be 

in terms of his life on earth. We are strangers and sojourners in Singapore. 

As long as we do not see this about ourselves it is quite difficult to stay 

away from the attractions of the world. Those who sink their roots in the 

earth are citizens of the earth! True obedient believers live in light of 

eternity. Their houses and earthly possessions are merely instrument for 

service and bring blessings to others for God's glory.  

 

The only place that Abraham wanted to purchase living in the Land of 

Canaan was a burying place for Sarah and his family. This is an act of 

faith as Abraham and his descendants believe that where they are buried is 

where home will be. To men like Abraham and future Israelites the place 

of burial is known as "The House of the Living" because they believe in 

the resurrection of the last day (cf. the name of the burial place in Jewish 

in Choa Chu Kang cemetery). Therefore to purchase this piece of land 

from the people of Heth was not a business venture but a spiritual one. 

Why did Abraham use the word "give" in verse 4 (cf. v. 9, 11 (3x), 13)? 

Abraham understood the culture of the land and that is why he used the 

word "give" instead of "buy." In reality it was a purchase and not a "gift". 

He asks for a "gift" to allow the sons of Heth to demonstrate their 

generosity but Abraham had no intention of accepting it as a gift but he 

wanted it to be a proper purchase with all the legality of the transaction 

fully and properly witnessed so that in the future, and after Abraham's 

death, no one would challenge his descendants' legal right to bury their 

dead here. Therefore to ensure that the sons of Heth "save face" he 

deliberately used the word "give." This understanding is correct based 

upon the next word that Abraham used, "possession." The word is used in 
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relation to the ownership of land. It also has the idea of "to seize and hold 

on to in possession." The sons of Heth understood that Abraham intends to 

hold on to this portion of land permanently. It is not a loan. It is not only 

for his lifetime but forever. The use of the phrase "with you" means that it 

will be located next to your nation or people. Do you have any objections 

now and into the distant the future? The purpose is to bury his dead out of 

his sight. It is an act of compassion that he sought from the sons of Heth 

and not conquest. He has no intention of displacing the sons of Heth form 

their land.  

 

Please take care to note the exchange. It is helpful in learning how to do 

business when dealing with others.  

 

Sons of Heth to Abraham (Verses 5-6) – The reply was very diplomatic. 

The sons of Heth describe Abraham as "a mighty prince among us." This 

high regard they have for Abraham speaks well of Abraham's reputation in 

the land of Canaan which he had been living in for the past 62 years. This 

is of course favour shown to him by the grace of the LORD. Psalms 

105:8-15 (KJV) " He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word 

which he commanded to a thousand generations. 9 Which covenant he 

made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac; 10 And confirmed the same 

unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant: 11 Saying, 

Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance: 12 

When they were but a few men in number; yea, very few, and strangers in 

it. 13 When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to 

another people; 14 He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he 

reproved kings for their sakes; 15 Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and 

do my prophets no harm." The LORD will ensure that His will is 

accomplished in the lives of all His children.  

 

Therefore the replay that Abraham received from the sons of Heth was one 

of great favour and approval. They literally gave his a blank check as it 

were! He was granted permission to choose any part of the land of the 

sons of Heth. None of them would deny Abraham his request for a 

sepulcher to bury his wife, Sarah.  

 

When the LORD wants something done in the lives of His children 

nothing can prevent Him for doing it because He is the God of the whole 

world. The doctrine of the sovereignty of God is the most reassuring 

doctrine that believers find in the Bible to grant them the greatest comfort 

and assurance in times of distress. There is not one thing that can happen 

in the life of the believer that will not be for his good for the glory of God. 

The believer has to be very sensitive to the will of God in order to see His 

sovereign hand leading and working in his life. The end result is that he 

will become more like Christ.  

 

Abraham to the sons of Heth (verses 7-9) – Abraham's response was one 

of great respect and gracious honor. He was a called a might prince by the 

sons of Heth. For him to bow to them after he stood up was one of great 

respect shown to the sons of Heth. In the first instance Abraham stood to 
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make the request in verse 3. When the sons of Heth started speaking, he 

must have sat down. Now he stood up and bowed himself to the people of 

Heth. This was not worship but a greeting showing respect to the ones 

before him indicating that they are more important to him that he was too 

them. After his posture was right before them then only did Abraham 

make his request.  

 

Placing the purpose in front of his request, Abraham emphasized his 

harmless to the people of Heth and that this was one of great compassion. 

He did not want this thought to be removed from the minds and hearts of 

the sons of Heth. There is nothing sinister in what Abraham asked. He had 

no secret agenda. He is not a spy and did not want to disadvantage the 

sons of Heth in any way. He asked the sons of Heth to intreat on his behalf 

to Ephron, the son of Zohar. It is better that one of their own people make 

the request than for Abraham to do it himself. The request to Ephron was 

to give to Abraham the cave of Machpelah. This cave was at the end of his 

field. This means that the sale of this cave would not in any way divide the 

home of Ephron at all. Ephron's land would remain intact. There no 

inconvenience caused to anyone if the piece of land was sold to Abraham. 

Abraham said that whatever price Ephron ask, Abraham was give. He did 

not want to "bargain" and ask for a discount! He wanted to be more than 

generous in his dealing with the sons of Heth. Note that Abraham continue 

to use the verb "give" and he in turn would pay any amount for it as his 

possession of a burying place among them!  

 

Ephron to Abraham (verses 10-11) – Apparently Ephron was present 

when Abraham made the request. He took over the dialogue after 

Abraham's request. Note the comment of the location or rather the 

witnesses that heard Ephron's reply to Abraham. The witnesses included 

the children of Heth and all that went in at the gate of the city. The gate of 

the city is known as the official place where business transactions were 

done in front of witnesses and officials or elders of the city. In this 

instance the significance was one of legality and everything was done 

above board. There is nothing to hide from anyone, just as Abraham 

wanted it. All that went in at the gate of his city would also include 

outsiders who came here to do business. This means that the knowledge of 

the sale of the field of Ephron will be known to all the sons of Heth as 

well as those who did business with the sons of Heth.  

 

The verb "give" appears three times in verse 11. The last thing that 

Abraham said was that he would give to "as much money as it is worth" to 

buy the cave of Machpelah. Ephron began by saying Abraham does not 

have to pay. He deliberately used the word "no" from the very onset of his 

reply. He also called Abraham "lord" as a term of respect. Ephron said that 

he would "give" to Abraham both the field as well as the cave that is 

located within the land. In the presence of the people he reiterated that he 

would "give" them to Abraham to bury his dead. Ephron wanted to show 

the sons of his people that he was a generous man. The use of the verb 

"give" three times indicates that this was most probably his motive. The 

word "audience" in verse10 means "hearing or ears" whereas the word 
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"presence" means "sight or eyes." One is for them to hear and the other is 

for the people to see. Combined the two together it means that the entire 

incident was for the people to see and to hear what Ephron said and did 

before Abraham. He wanted to be seen and heard as a generous man 

giving his field and his cave to Abraham to bury his wife. 

 

Abraham to Ephron (verses 12-13) – Abraham got the meaning of what 

Ephron said and did. So he said to Ephron in the "audience" i.e. hearing of 

the people of the land, "But if thou will give I pray thee, hear me: I will 

give thee money for the field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead 

there." The condition used by Abraham is a condition "contrary to fact" 

i.e. a second class condition which is a condition that is not real. This was 

Abraham's was of saying to him that he will not accept his offer of a 

"gift." Abraham requested that Ephron hear his proposal instead.  

 

Using the same verb, "give," Abraham said that he will give to Ephron 

money for the field and to make sure that Ephron will be doing Abraham a 

favour by accepting his offer of money, Abraham said "take it of me" 

which is in the imperative. In this way, Abraham allowed Ephron to keep 

his image of generosity before his people and get his money for the land as 

well. Abraham truly know the culture of the land that he lived in for more 

than 60 years. After offering Ephron to take his money then Abraham 

added that he will bury his dead. This was how Ephron ended his 

proposal. If Ephron was truly sincere in "giving" the land with the cave of 

Machpelah in it to Abraham he would not have mentioned the cost of the 

land to Abraham.  

 

Ephron to Abraham (verses 14-15) – The reply of Ephron was revealing 

as well. He wanted the payment for the land from Abraham. He still called 

Abraham his lord in respect and told Abraham to hearken (imperative) to 

him. Ephron said that the cost of the land was 400 shekels of silver! The 

moment the amount was stated, Abraham knew he must not give. 

However, to still retain the façade of generosity and compassion to a man 

who has lost his wife, Ephron also said, "What is that betwixt me and 

thee?" If there is great friendship and love between them then the money 

ought not to have been mentioned. The moment the amount and the words 

of what is that betwixt were mentioned the evidence is clear. Ephron 

wanted money and the title of being a generous man at the same time. This 

is quite obvious.  

 

Then he concluded with "bury" (imperative) thy dead! The reason for this 

exchange is "to bury the dead." Abraham needed the place more than 

Ephron needed to sell. The urgency was on Abraham's side. Ephron knows 

that.  

 

3) Verse 16 -- They agreed and Abraham paid 400 shekels of silver as 

requested by Ephron the owner of the piece of land.  This amount was 

mentioned loudly in the hearing of the sons of Heth by Ephron and 

Abraham paid him the exact amount according to the current money of the 

merchant. This means that it was the full amount according to the value 
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stated and counted at that time. Whether the value of the land will rise or 

not in the future is not the point. What it means here was that the 

transaction was legal and rightly concluded with all the sons of Heth as 

their witnesses. This will protect Abraham and his descendants so that 

there can be no future revoking of the sale and the taking back of the land.  

 

Summary and observations -- Please note how the piece of land was 

finally sold to Abraham. The people of Heth were very gracious and 

basically gave to Abraham a blank check. Anywhere that you asked for the 

burial of your wife will be given to you. Abraham asked for the Cave of 

Macpelah that belonged to Ephron for his burial place. The phrase that 

keeps popping up in the dialogue between Abraham and Ephron was “in 

the audience of the people of Heth” or something similar. The presence of 

the people was crucial in concluding the deal. They would be the witnesses 

for perpetuity as they will not have any signed documents to establish right 

of ownership in years to come, especially after the deaths of Abraham and 

Ephron. The eye witnesses of Heth will ensure the future generations of 

Abraham the right of burial in the cave of Macpelah. Genesis 23:20 says, 

“And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham 

for a possession of a buryingplace by the sons of Heth.” Heth wanted to 

give to Abraham the Cave as a gift and at the same time wanted money for 

it. He wanted to be perceived as a very generous man in the eyes of the 

people of Heth and at the same time wanted payment for the land. 

Ephron’s behaviour was very much like many of us today. We want the 

reputation of a philanthropist but we are as miserly as Mr Scrooge. 

Abraham knew the heart of Ephron and would not want him to lose face in 

front of his own people. He did give him the money and at the same time 

Genesis 23:13, “And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of 

the land, saying, But if thou wilt give it, I pray thee, hear me: I will give 

thee money for the field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there.” 

[Emphasis added] 

 

4) Verses 17-20 -- This also became the future burial ground of Abraham 

himself (25:8-10) Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob and Leah (49:31). This 

symbolized his faith that one day this land will be theirs by inheritance. 

Davis comments, "The very fact that Abraham buried Sarah in the land of 

Canaan is proof of his unwavering faith. Knowing that his descendants 

would have to endure 400 years of bitter bondage in a foreign country 

(15:13), he looked beyond that to the ultimate fulfillment of God's 

promise. . . . Abraham is remembered for his far reaching faith which 

caused him to look for a city `whose builder and maker is God'." (Davis, 

223). cf. Heb. 11:13-16.  

 

All that was in the field of Ephron which was in Machpelah were made 

sure. This included the cave, the trees in the field and everything that was 

within the borders round about the field. This ensures no future challenges 

to the ownership of the field. The certainty of ownership of the field was 

Abraham. This was done in the presence of the children of Heth and also 

before all that went in at the gate of his city. To affirm what transpired the 

LORD repeated the entire transaction again in verses 19 and 20. 
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D.  Abraham Seeks a Wife for Isaac -- Gen. 24 

 

1) Continuation of Abraham's faith  (24:1-9) – Abraham was old and well 

stricken in years. Abraham was 140 years old when this incident began. 

(25:20 revealed that Isaac was 40 years old when he married Rebekah). 

Abraham was 137 years old when Sarah died. This means that this 

incident took place 3 years after Sarah's death. Isaac was 37 years old. 

Isaac died at the age of 180 years (cf. 35:28).  

 

Abraham was certain of two things in his evening years. The LORD has 

blessed him in all things. He knew that his life was a journey on this earth 

with a spiritual purpose. This spiritual purpose must not die with him. It 

must be passed on to his son Isaac. Therefore Abraham must make sure of 

two things before he dies. To continue the line of the Messiah, firstly, his 

son Isaac must find a wife. He cannot get a wife for Isaac from the 

inhabitants of this land. From a spiritual stand point, they were not 

compatible. Secondly, Isaac must not leave this land and return to where 

Abraham came out of. That would be going against what God had called 

Abraham and his descendants to do. Isaac must marry a godly wife who 

would help him accomplish God's will in his life which means to make 

sure that a nation be born and occupy this Land of Canaan in the future.  

 

24:2 – To find a wife for Isaac, Abraham sent his trusted and godly chief 

servant to Haran. The mission was simple. He must take an oath for this 

was a simple but very critical mission that must not fail. The world's 

salvation is at stake! Abraham got his eldest servant to put his hand under 

his thigh. It is not doubted that this was a solemn form of swearing that 

Abraham demanded of his servant he sent him off. Whether Abraham 

learned it from his father or originated it himself is not known. The 

important thing to note is that this was a very solemn oath. 

 

24:3 – Abraham made his servant swear by the name of the LORD whom 

he called the God of heaven and the God of the earth. This invocation of 

the name of the LORD means that the LORD will punish you if you do 

not carry out what he will now ask him to do for Isaac. He is the God of 

heaven and earth. This means that there is no place in all the world that he 

could hide and not be found by the LORD if he fails to keep the oath. His 

life or death is on the line. He must take this oath very seriously. His life 

depends on it. The gist of the oath was, "that thou shalt not take a wife 

unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell." 

This was more than just not being allowed to marry a non-believer. In the 

case of an ordinary believer he is not allowed to marry a non-believer 

because of his testimony and ministry. He brings shame to the name of 

Christ by his disobedience. His ministry of service is tarnished. However, 

in the case of Isaac, the salvation of mankind was at stake. If he does not 

marry a godly wife she could ruin him and cause him to fail the LORD 

like returning to Ur of the Chaldees because she does not like to live in the 

dangerous Land of Canaan surrounded by evil nations. She might want to 

live in a city and Isaac's family would become citizens of that city and 

God's design for the birth of Israel will be ruined.  
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This was a major spiritual decision with a global and eternal consequence! 

The wife from Canaan would immediately make Isaac part of that nation 

from Canaan. The relatives of his wife would make life difficult for Isaac 

in no small measures. However, they were in Canaan. Abraham's servant 

must travel far to find Isaac a wife. Where could he begin! It was not like 

there were godly women sprinkled all over the surrounding region and she 

could be found through the internet! The next part of the oath helps.  

 

24:4 – The second part of the oath was that "thou shalt go unto my 

country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac." Go up to 

the relatives of Abraham in the country of Haran and return with a wife for 

Isaac and bring her back with you. There will be a believer and a godly 

wife for Isaac in Abraham's family. It must have been very difficult to find 

a godly wife in those days where there was no church or the nation of 

Israel but only individual homes where godly men dwelt. Abraham knew 

the best place to find a godly wife was from home where the Word of God 

was and where lives that God has touched. They came out of Ur of the 

Chaldees with Abraham many decades ago.  

 

The servant was to go to the right place and look for the right family to 

find the right wife! This is a good guideline for believers to follow. Go to 

the right place i.e. church and to the right family to find the right wife. She 

must have the same doctrines, worship the same God and have the same 

calling and godly aspirations.  

 

24:5 -- The servant asked a very pertinent question. What if she doesn't 

want to leave her own home, what shall I do? Do I come back and bring 

Isaac with me to Haran? This was a serious oath and therefore it is very 

appropriate that the servant cover all bases. The odds of a woman leaving 

home and family and follow a stranger to marry another stranger is very 

slim to say the least. Such a woman must be near impossible to find but 

for the grace and mercy of God. If God wants a godly wife for his servant 

to complete His will she could live on the moon and God will find her and 

bring her to his servant. They will meet and will marry.  

 

The second part of the servant's proposal was also logical. Since Isaac is 

the one who wants a wife then it is "easier" if he were to go to her than for 

her to go to him! This is common reasoning. It also makes very good 

sense that the man goes to the woman rather than the woman comes to the 

man.  

 

24:6-9 -- Abraham told him no, Isaac must remain in Canaan. On no 

account must Isaac leave the Land of Canaan. The woman must come to 

Isaac and not the other way round. The reason is obvious. Abraham knows 

his son well. He was a mommy's boy. If he leaves he would probably not 

return to the land of Canaan. He and his son must remain in the Land of 

Canaan. On no account are you allowed to bring him there. This was a 

very tall order if not impossible. The moment Abraham said these first 

words the servant knew that his task was well nigh impossible!  
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Abraham reassured his servant that the LORD God of heaven (note the 

name of God) "which took me from my father's house, and from the land 

of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, 

Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and 

thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence." These are words of faith. 

This was not an ordinary father's desire but God's. Abraham knew that this 

was a spiritual battle that he was facing. This Land of Canaan is also the 

Land of Promise. This is our land. Therefore God will send an angel to 

prepare the way so that the servant will surely find a wife for Isaac. The 

mission cannot fail! God will not let it fail! This was Abraham's faith and 

trust in the LORD. He cannot go to bring this woman back to marry Isaac 

because he was old. He depended on his servant to do it. But his servant 

does not have his faith! Therefore an escape clause was given to the 

servant for his benefit.  

 

If you find her and she does not want to return with you, do not worry I 

will not hold it against you. You have not broken your oath. So the servant 

made an oath to do according as his master told him to do. It was an 

exercise of faith that Abraham had imparted to his servant. He did not 

expect the servant to have his faith and that was why this exception clause 

was given. It must not be understood as if Abraham's faith was shaky and 

he was not sure if the servant would succeed in bringing a godly woman 

back for Isaac. Abraham knew that he will be successful, but the servant 

did not. The servant made the oath and swore concerning the matter to 

Abraham and he did so in the name of the LORD. 

 

2) The servant's prayer (24:10-14) – The fact that the servant prayed and 

his prayer was answered by the LORD meant that he was born again 

although his faith was not as strong as that of Abraham's, his master. The 

servant brought with him ten camels and left for the city of Nahor in 

Mesopotamia. He brought the dowry with him on these ten camels. Within 

one verse the servant arrived at Nahor safely.  

 

24:11 -- He made his camels to kneel down outside the city by a well of 

water. The time was in the evening when women go out to draw water. It 

was cooler and perhaps safer as the men would have returned from their 

farms. If there was an attack, the men would be around to help.  

 

Gen 24:12-14, "And he said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray 

thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master 

Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and the daughters of 

the men of the city come out to draw water: And let it come to pass, that 

the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I 

may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: 

let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and 

thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master." The 

servant addressed the God of his master Abraham rather than calling God 

his own. In other words he was praying on behalf of Abraham his master. 

Since he was here on his master's Abraham's business it is justifiable for 

him to pray in this manner. He asked God for blessing so that his mission 
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on behalf of his master would be concluded speedily. He asked God to 

show kindness to his master Abraham rather than to him. This again was a 

right request! He knew the close relationship Abraham has with the 

LORD. This was not a personal or selfish request but a biblically spiritual 

one. He prayed in accordance with God's will. This prayer will surely be 

answered. Now the servant has to wait and see and experience how it will 

be fulfilled so that his faith and trust in the LORD would be strengthened. 

The servants' prayer was for a sign so that he can know for certain that the 

woman he chooses would be God's choice and not his own. He knew that 

he was not capable of making the right choice without God's help. All his 

criteria would fall into pieces because he does not know the future 

whereas God does. That is why God's choice is always best.  

 

This was a very unlikely request if not an impossible one. Who would 

offer to water ten camels for nothing and without asking? These camels 

had traveled a very long distance. They must have been very thirsty. It is 

said that one thirsty camel could drink as much as 41 liters per session. 

Ten camels would require 410 liters! A woman would have to be 

extremely hospitable and strong to make such an offer to a total stranger.  

 

3) The servant's prayer answered (24:15-21) – In came to pass before he 

was doe speaking Rebekah came. The timing was perfect. Just as the 

servant finished praying so that when the right person comes, he would 

know. If he had not prayed the way he did then even when the LORD 

brings Rebekah, he would not be able to see and know that she was the 

chosen one. Not only was the servant ready but the LORD had also 

prepared Rebekah to come at the right time and to the right well in order 

to complete God's will. Whether they were aware of God's guidance is not 

the issue. They might not need to know it now but they will see and need 

to acknowledge that it was the LORD's doing from hindsight. When the 

LORD wants his servant to find a suitable helper He will bring one into 

his servants' life. The preparation of the part of the servant is very 

important. If he is not prepared then even when the LORD brings the right 

person he would not be able to see. 

 

The preparation he needs to do is one of spirituality. Marriage is a spiritual 

exercise and not a carnal one. The carnal requirements are not to be used 

to evaluate the right person. The criteria for choice for the believer are all 

spiritual. These criteria must include only salvation, same doctrines, same 

calling, and love for the LORD. Whatever carnal notions and pressures 

given by well meaning peers and others must be forcibly and consciously 

ignored. The child of God must realize before marriage that after he or she 

marries a "wrong" person the nightmare begins. Marriage is for life and 

only will death part them. Choose wisely according to God's biblical 

prescriptions. To do anything less is to short change yourself. Rebekah ws 

introduced to us as the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah the wife of 

Nahor, Abraham's brother. As far as her pedigree was concerned she fits 

the requirement stated by Abraham. She must fulfill what the servant had 

asked for as his sign from the LORD that she was the one.  
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24:16 – Rebekah was fair to look upon, a virgin i.e. pure and she had not 

known ay man. She went down to the well to fill her pitcher and have 

actually completed her task and was coming up from filling the pitcher. 

This makes the request of the servant even more amazing. If Rebekah had 

been going to the well instead of returning from the well it would be less 

inconvenient to her. But now that she was on her way back after her task 

was completed the servant made known to her his request. It is important 

to note that the Bible emphasized her virginity and that she had not known 

any man before. The purity of Rebekah is the focus. Christians today must 

bear this important quality that God has blessed them with. They must 

guard against all sexual sins.  

 

The world's standard on sexual matters is NO standard at all. The morality 

of the world is immorality! The world would do anything they please 

without any concern for right and wrong, moral or immoral. Such 

pervasive sexual perversion is a result of the sin of idolatry as taught in 

Romans 1. There is no end to such deviant sexual behavior. Only in Christ 

can such a sinner be transformed and have this sinful bondage broken 

forever! All Christian girls must bear this truth in mind and guard against 

the sodomic sexual perversion that will enslave and encapsulate this world 

before the return of our Saviour. This sin has already gone global. Only 

the genuinely born again Christians can make a difference.  

 

24:17 – As she was on her way back home, the servant ran to her and said, 

"Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher." This request was a 

normal one. The servant was a stranger who was thirsty and he did not 

have the means to draw the water from the well. To make this request was 

not uncommon. This was also a very reasonable request. This would of 

course test Rebekah's gentle and patient as well as helpful demeanour. She 

passed the test with flying colours.  

 

He asked from her to give him a little drink from what she was carrying 

for herself and family. He did not ask her to go back to the well to fetch 

him water from the well.  

 

24:18-19 – Rebekah offered the water to the servant in haste i.e. without 

any delay. Do note the polysyndeton used in verse 18 to emphasize that 

every act of Rebekah was deliberate. She did this for a stranger. What she 

said next was in fulfillment of the servant's prayer to Abraham's God. This 

was the sign that the servant prayed for to help him make the right choice. 

The entire human's race's salvation depends on this prayer and fulfillment. 

Isaac must find a wife who will help him remain in the Promised Land as 

well as providing him with a son that will continue the next part of God's 

plan of salvation for all mankind.  

 

After giving him water from her pitcher, Rebekah offered to draw water 

for the servant's camels as well. She also added that she will fetch water 

for the camels until they have done drinking! Rebekah was on her way 

home after fetching water for herself. Now she has to inconvenience 

herself by collecting returning back to where the well was located and start 
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the processing of pulling the water up from the bottom of the well and 

then give to the camels to drink until the camels do not want to drink any 

more. The length of time to do this would inconvenience anyone. How 

much does a thirsty camel drink? It is said that camels can go without 

water for six months at a stretch during the cooler time of the year. During 

the hot time of the year the camel needs to drink once a week. A camel 

can lose up to 40% of its body weight and still live. A thirsty camel drink 

can drink between 35 to 50 gallons (i.e. about 135 to 200 liters) at a time. 

A camel drinks about 35 gallons in 6 minutes. The servant brought with 

him ten camels. This makes a total of about 1,350 liters of water, using the 

conservative number of 35 gallons. Rebekah would take at least 60 

minutes to complete her task. How much is 1,350 liters? Imagine 1,350 

bottles of 1 liter bottles in front of you. This is a huge amount of water to 

offer a total stranger! The servant did not ask God for something common 

or ordinary. He asked for the impossible here! Rebekah's offer to water the 

ten camels was extraordinary!  

 

24:20 – Rebekah did exactly what she said. She hasted i.e. hurried and 

emptied what she had collected for herself into the trough and ran again to 

the well to draw water for all the camels. Rebekah must have been a very 

strong woman! She needed a strong back and a pair of strong arms to do 

what she did for the camels! The will power and amazing hospitality 

shown to a stranger were out of this world!  

 

24:21 – The servant of Abraham was stunned by what she offered and did 

for his camels! He held his peace all this time when Rebekah watered his 

camels! He was wandering whether the LORD will make his long journey 

prosperous or not!  

 

4) Meeting the future in-laws (24:22-28) – And it came to pass i.e. after 

sometime as the camels continue to keep on drinking until all of them had 

done drinking he took a golden earring of half a shekel weight i.e. 5.5 

grams, two bracelets for her hands weighing tens shekels weight of gold 

i.e. 110 grams. The jewelry given to her was payment for the water rather 

than dowry for her hand in marriage. That would come later.   

 

24:23 – Then the servant asked her who her father was and whether there 

is room in her father's house for him and the camels to stay. Answering the 

prayer of watering the camels was only one part of the mission for she 

must also come from the family of Abraham! The servant needed to 

confirm this. He went straight to the point without beating around the 

bush!  

 

24:24-25 – Rebekah answered that she was the daughter of Bethuel 

("destroyed of God") the son of Milcah whose husband was Nahor 

("snorer"). She also added that they have both straw and provender enough 

for the camels and also room to lodge in for the servant. The answer of 

Rebekah must have been sweet music to his ears. The impossible task of 

finding a needle in a hay stack was accomplished in less than a moment. 
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The servant basically found the wife for Isaac, his master's son by the 

grace and mercy of God.  

 

24:26 – The reaction of the servant revealed the depth of his spirituality. 

How many of us could really respond in this manner! Before doing 

anything else the first person he needed to thank was God almighty. The 

man bowed down his head and worshipped the LORD!   

 

The worship of believer is contingent upon his walk with the LORD and 

particularly in his prayerful dependence upon the LORD. He cannot help 

himself but worship the LORD when his prayer was answered. He 

worshipped the LORD far away from home which means that the servant 

understood that the LORD is God of the whole earth and not only in 

Canaan! Before the formation of the nation of Israel the testimony of God 

was through individual families like Abraham's. Abraham functioned like 

priests with all the mediatorial powers of a priest.  

 

24:27 – The words of the servant's praise encapsulate what worshipped 

ought to mean to us as well. He said, "Blessed be the LORD God of my 

master Abraham, who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and 

his truth: I being in the way, the LORD led me to the house of my master's 

brethren." It was personal and definitely in answer to prayer. He blesses 

the LORD God of his master Abraham because he viewed Abraham as his 

mediator. It does not mean that he was not a believer and did not believe 

in the LORD. He knew his master's relationship with the LORD and the 

promise that the LORD made to his master Abraham. The servant knew 

that he was on a mission on behalf of his master for his master was too old 

to find a wife for Isaac. Therefore when the LORD answered his prayer it 

was for the benefit of Abraham and not him. The mercy shown to him was 

actually for Abraham's sake. He knew that the wife for Isaac was in 

accordance with the promise made by the LORD to Abraham that in his 

son Isaac was the continuation and fulfillment of the promise. He 

understood that the LORD was the One who led him to Rebekah and 

Abraham's household. There was no mistake. There was no trial and error. 

The first woman the servant met was the chosen one. He was sensitive to 

the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit in his life in his spiritual 

mission on behalf of his master Abraham!  

 

When a believer prays without ceasing he worships from his heart and 

with genuine sincere praise. He does not have to "fake" his emotions. His 

worship is spontaneous like that of the servant! When a believer is far 

from the LORD from Monday to Saturday, it is impossible for him to 

suddenly come to church on Sunday to worship God in spirit and in truth! 

How does a believer keep close to God from Monday to Saturday so that 

his worship every Sunday is meaningful and real? He prays without 

ceasing like the servant. When a believer prays without ceasing, it means 

that he leans on God to help him every step of the way. He becomes very 

sensitive to the presence of God in his life. When the LORD answers his 

prayers, he worships and praises and blesses the LORD every day, and 

worship to him is not just some perfunctory Sunday exercise. Sunday is a 
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culmination of an entire week of worship! Praises and blessing flow freely 

from his lips for they blossom richly and sincerely from a heart that has 

met with God continuously. This ought to be experienced of every 

believer today. When this happens Sunday worship is never a burden but a 

joy. Sunday worship is never a criticism but a heartfelt sincere gathering 

of like minded children of God and truly a foretaste of heaven.   

 

24:28 – Rebekah ran and told her family members what happened at the 

well! 

 

5) Dialogue with in-laws for the hand in marriage (24:29-60) – This 

section of the account teaches us the importance of priorities! Rebekah 

had a brother named Laban ("white"). From Rebekah's testimony, Laban 

ran to the well to meet the servant of Abraham.  

 

24:30 – This verse reveals the kind of man Laban was. The reason he 

rushed to the well to meet the servant of Abraham was earrings and 

bracelets that he saw upon his sister's hands and the testimony she gave 

concerning the man and his camels at the well.  

 

The love of money is the root of all evil is a very true revelation form 

God. Man must take this to heart to guard against this very deadly and 

insipient evil. Everyone is doing it and that makes this evil more potent 

because of its commonality. His love of money will infect his family and 

will ruin them for they became like him. Laban will play a major role in 

God's plan of salvation in the near future.  

 

24:31 – Laban invited the servant to his home and told him that the house 

and room has been provided for him and the camels. Note that he called 

the servant of Abraham, "thou blessed of the LORD." Laban was not 

ignorant of the name of the LORD or perhaps even the LORD.  

 

This is the reason why Abraham insisted that his servant find a wife for 

Isaac from within the family. The family witness was the visible testimony 

of God's grace and mercies at that time, before the formation of the nation 

of Israel.  

 

24:32-33 – what the servant did in these two verses is astounding to say 

the least. His spirituality is marvelously demonstrated for our 

encouragement and imitation. The servant came to the house. Using the 

polysyndeton to demonstrate the deliberate actions of this servant, he 

cared for others first before himself. These were probably the men who 

helped him look after the ten camels. Food was given to the camels after 

they were ungirded. Then he washed his feet and the feet of his men who 

were with him as was the custom I those days. Dinner was prepared for 

him and his men but he said that he will not eat until he told them his 

errand.  

 

The servant cared for the animals first before his own needs. These beasts 

of burdens were animals and yet this man thought of their comforts before 
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his own. His next deed was even better than the first. He would not satisfy 

his own personal needs and comforts until the work of the LORD was 

accomplished first. How many of us would think and act like this servant? 

This ought to be the day to day consideration of every believer. This is 

clearly taught by the LORD in Holy Scriptures. This is not the exception 

but the rule for every child of God to emulate.  

 

Philippians 2:1-4 (KJV) "If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, 

if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and 

mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, 

being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through strife or 

vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 

themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also 

on the things of others." 

 

24:34-49 – The servant was told by his hosts to speak on. He introduced 

himself as the servant of Abraham. This is a good way to inform them that 

he was family and was here on family's business. In two verses he 

summarized the entire time that Abraham was in the Land of Canaan. The 

LORD has blessed Abraham and has made him very rich. The LORD has 

also blessed Abraham with a son. Sarah gave birth to him when she was 

old. To this son, Abraham has given everything that he had. In other words 

he will inherit all that Abraham has.   

 

His master has given to him a very important errand and that was to find a 

wife for his son. He made the servant swear he will not take a wife for his 

son for the daughters of Canaanites in whose land they dwell. He was told 

to go to Abraham's father's house and to his kindred to take a wife for his 

son. The servant shared with them his fear and lack of faith in finding this 

wife for his master's son. However, the servant also shared with them his 

master's faith that he will succeed. He testified that the LROD whom he 

served and before whom he walked will send His angel with the servant. 

The LORD will prosper his way and find a wife for his son from his 

kindred and his father's house.  

 

NOTE: Bringing the LORD into the picture is very important for his 

mission is not done yet. He has to convince them that Rebekah must now 

return with him to the Land of Canaan. She will leave home and family 

and probably never see them again. She will marry a man that she has 

never seen before and live in a foreign land. She has to all this by faith! 

What a very tall order. It is one thing to have faith and pray and do what is 

right according to Holy Scriptures but it is another to convince another, 

especially to leave with him to do God's will.  

 

The servant did not hold anything back in his testimony. He shared with 

them his oath as well as his prayer to the LORD. The details were also 

truthfully declared accurately. Imagine what would have happened if he 

had not prayed to the LORD and Rebekah suddenly appeared! He would 

do it man's way by simply asking her if she was part of Abraham's family 

and followed them their house and presented his case to them of what his 
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Abraham wanted him to do. The entire testimony would be void of the 

presence of the LORD and the glory of God would be excluded. The 

spiritual significance of his mission would be completely omitted and be 

reduced to something carnal for this way of finding a bride would have 

been a common thing in those days. Thank God that the servant of 

Abraham was a godly man. It is important to choose a godly man to do 

godly work! Choosing a carnal man to do God's work is like inviting Satan 

into your house hoping that he would not destroy your life!  

 

Basically the gist of his sharing was that Rebekah did exactly what he 

prayed for. Rebekah was God's choice for his master's son! He concluded 

his testimony by telling them that he blessed and worshipped the LORD 

God of his master Abraham who had led him in the right way to take his 

master's brother's daughter unto his son!  

 

The servant made his point very clearly in his request. He asked the men 

of the house if they were agreeable to allow Rebekah to become his 

master's son's wife.  

 

24:50-60 – Laban and Bethuel answered the servant together. Their reply 

was that the entire testimony evidenced the presence and hand of the 

LORD. They said that they could not say good or bad. It was a very big 

decision to make on behalf of another, especially when the other is your 

sister and daughter respectively. However since the hand of the LORD 

was in this matter and the LORD has already decided what they mean 

when they said they could not say "good or bad" was that the decision has 

already been decided for them by the LORD.  

 

They told the servant that Rebekah is before him, take her and go and let 

his be his master's son's wife just as the LORD has spoken. This was the 

custom in those days for the men of the house to make the decision 

concerning marriage. What an amazing result to something that seemed so 

impossible a few days ago. Now the mission was being fulfilled 

beautifully and miraculously before the eyes of the servant! Te moment he 

heard these word she knew it was the LORD who did it all. He 

worshipped the LORD and bowed himself to the earth in humble 

adoration of the LORD!  

 

The dowry was given to Rebekah, to her brother as well as to her mother. 

They ate and they drank and went to bed. By morning the servant urgently 

wanted to return home to his master Abraham. He used an imperative to 

ask them to send him away. Laban and Rebekah's mother asked that she 

stay for a few days i.e. at least 10 days and then she shall go with him. But 

the servant was quite insistent that they leave immediately since the 

LORD has prospered his way. He was adamant in his request for he 

repeated the same request with the same force.  

 

Both Laban and his mother said that they would let Rebekah decide. 

Rebekah was called to them and she was asked whether she would go with 

this man. She said that she would. Then they sent away Rebekah, their 
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sister, her nurse, and Abraham's servant and his men. (Note the 

polysyndeton used in verse 59.) They sent her off with a blessing. The 

blessing was, "Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of 

millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them."  

 

This was a spiritual blessing. She will fulfill the promise that God made to 

Abraham through her seed y her marriage to his son. They will become 

thousands of millions and will conquer their enemies and possess their 

land.  

 

6) Isaac finds a wife from Haran (24:61-67) – Rebekah arose and her 

damsels with her and they rode upon the camels that were used to carry 

the dowry and now carry the bride and her maids. They followed the 

servant and left.  

 

The scene shifted to the land of Canaan in particular to where Isaac was. 

He came from the way of the well of Lahairoi for he dwelt in the south 

country. Isaac was there in the evening meditating in the field. He looked 

up and saw the camels coming. Rebekah lifted up her eyes and saw Isaac. 

She lighted i.e. fell of the camel after she was told by the servant that Isaac 

was his master's son. She took a veil immediately to cover her face as was 

the custom. Then the servant told Isaac all that had happened.   

 

Isaac met Rebekah and they married and Isaac was finally comforted after 

her mother's death.  

 

 

 

GENESIS 25-35 

 

THE PROVIDENTIAL ENTRANCE INTO THE LAND OF BONDAGE  

 

Introduction: The life of Abraham reveals a God who is sovereign and merciful and that 

He has chosen fallible and weak men to accomplish His divine plan of salvation for 

mankind. Abraham is called the father of the faithful and a friend of God. The Bible 

records both the weaknesses as well as the strengths of Abraham. It did not avoid his 

faults in order to portray him as a perfect individual. The reason is that the Bible is never 

about man but always God. It is God who loves sinful man and gave His only begotten 

Son to take away the sins of the world. The Bible is always theocentric and not 

anthropocentric. As long as all Bible readers realize this focus he would not go wrong in 

the understanding the Bible.  

 

The Perfect One is God Himself. God's mercy and grace is magnified manifold when we 

see Him work through weak and sinful men. The rest of Genesis will continue to provide 

a clear and vivid description of the imperfect lives of God's chosen individuals that will 

show forth the glory and grace of God. Despite the blunders and failures of man God’s 

plan of salvation for mankind will continue on track just as God has planned. It will not 

fail even though the men that God works through keeps failing Him over and over again 

throughout the ages. When we think of this absolute sovereignty of God over the failures 

and sins of men, this does not mean that these sins of men will not be dealt with by God. 
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God will punish all sinners, for He is no respecter of persons even though these sinners 

and sins were turned into the glory of God, eventually and ultimately. In other words, the 

sovereignty of God does not in any way diminish man’s culpability when man sins.  

 

In this section of our study, God's plan of salvation will continue through the lives of the 

seeds of Abraham. Abraham's life on earth will come to a close. In a few brief chapters, 

the light of God's grace will shine on Isaac. Isaac had twin sons from his wife Rebekah. 

The older was Esau and the younger Jacob. Three incidents in Isaac's life were recorded 

for our learning: The renewal of God's covenant; his encounter with Abimelech, king of 

the Philistines in Gerar; and the deception of Isaac by his wife, Rebekah, and his son, 

Jacob. This act of deception forced Jacob to leave home and move northward, all within 

the sovereign will of the all knowing God.  

 

At the end of Isaac's life, the scene shifts northward to the city of Haran in Padan-Aram 

where Jacob had been directed by God. Jacob will become the next focus after Isaac. It 

was in this city that Jacob married his two wives, Leah and Rachel. Through them and 

their handmaids, Bilhah and Zilpah, Jacob fathered twelve sons and one daughter, Dinah. 

These twelve sons of Jacob will make up the twelve tribes of Israel, which was also the 

new name given by God to Jacob. Jacob left home with just the clothes on his back but he 

returned home with much wealth and blessings from God, God had promised him 

according to his vow.  

 

 

I.  ISAAC'S CONTRIBUTION TO GOD’S PLAN  

 

A.  The Birth of Esau and Jacob -- Gen. 25 

 

1) The Death of Abraham (25:1-10) -- After the death of Sarah, Abraham 

remarried. The status of Keturah as a wife was not equal to Sarah's. This 

was seen in 1 Chron. 1:32 where she was described as a concubine. Thus 

she was seen as a secondary wife. The name “Keturah” means 

“perfumed.” These were the children of Abraham through Keturah. They 

were, Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian
1
 and Ishbak, and 

                                                 
1
Midian was a son of Abraham by his concubine Keturah. To him were born 5 sons, Ephah, 

Epher, Hanoch, Abida and Eldaah (Ge 25:2, 4; 1Ch 1:32 f). Bearing gifts from Abraham, he and 

his brothers, each with his own household, moved off from Isaac into "the east country" (Ge 

25:6). The first recorded incident in the history of the tribe is a defeat suffered "in the field of 

Moab" at the hands of Hadad, king of Edom. Of this nothing beyond the fact is known (Ge 36:35; 

1Ch 1:46). The Midianites next appear as merchantmen traveling from Gilead to Egypt, with 

"spicery and balm and myrrh," with no prejudice against a turn of slave-dealing (Ge 37:25 ff). 

Moses, on fleeing from Egypt, found refuge in the land of Midian, and became son-in-law of 

Jethro, the priest of Midian (Ex 2:15,21). In Midian Moses received his commission to Israel in 

Egypt (Ex 4:19). A Midianite, familiar with the desert, acted as guide ("instead of eyes") to the 

children of Israel in their wilderness wanderings (Nu 10:29 ff). The friendly relations between 

Israel and Midian, which seem to have prevailed at first, had been ruptured, and we find the 

elders of Midian acting with those of Moab in calling Balaam to curse Israel (Nu 22:4-7). 

Because of the grievous sin into which they had seduced Israel on the shrewd advice of Balaam, a 

war of vengeance was made against the Midianites in which five of their chiefs perished; the 

males were ruthlessly slain, and Balaam also was put to death (Nu 25:15,17; 31:2 ff). We next 

hear of Midian as oppressing Israel for 7 years. Along with the Amalekites and the children of the 

East they swarmed across the Jordan, and their multitudinous beasts swept up the produce of the 
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Shuah. The next two generations of Keturah’s children were mentioned. 

Genesis 25:3-4 (KJV) “And Jokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan. And the 

sons of Dedan were Asshurim, and Letushim, and Leummim. 4 And the 

sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. 

All these were the children of Keturah.” Some of them played an 

important part in the future lives of Israel when Israel became a nation.  

 

Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac only. No one was allowed to share 

Isaac’s inheritance. The reason was spiritual and not material. Abraham 

cannot be charged for being partial in his blessing. The inheritance that 

Isaac received form Abraham was the Land of Canaan which also happens 

to be called the Land of Promise. The Land belongs to Isaac and then 

passed on to Jacob and will become the land that will make up the nation 

of Israel through which the Messiah will ultimately come. To give or share 

the land with any of his other sons would be going against God’s will.   It 

would therefore be a sin. Genesis 25:6 informs us that Abraham had 

concubines (use of the plural for concubine) after the death of Sarah. 

Keturah and Hagar were probably the ones referred to here. The word for 

concubine as it appears in 1 Chron. 1:32 is “pilegesh”. This same word 

appears in Gen. 25:6 as “pilagshim”. All the children from these 

concubines were asked to leave the house so that they might not quarrel or 

fight with Isaac, who was the true and divinely appointed heir of 

Abraham. He sent them off with gifts, an act of grace. This action of 

sending them off means that he refused to legitimize them as his heirs. 

Abraham had no choice. 

 

Abraham died at the ripe old age of 175. God promised Abraham that he 

would live up to a ripe old age and he truly did (cf. 15:15). The citation of 

his age is a witness to the reality of God's promise. NOTE that Abraham 

lived another 100 years after he left the land of Haran according to God's 

calling. He was buried by Isaac and Ishmael at the cave of Machpelah 

together with his wife Sarah. This was the same piece of land that 

Abraham purchased from Ephron for the burial of Sarah his wife 38 years 

after her death. It appears that Isaac and Ishmael might have patched up 

their relationship as they were both present to bury their father Abraham, 

but not the other children.  

 

2) Isaac and Ishmael (25:11-18) -- Isaac is said to be blessed by God 

(Elohim). The use of this name instead of the LORD is significant. This 

indicates that the basis for blessings here was not the covenantal rights but 

the creative power of fulfillment. This was to demonstrate God’s approval 

                                                                                                                                                 
earth. Overwhelming disaster befell this horde at the onset of Gideon's chosen men. In the battle 

and pursuit "there fell a hundred and twenty thousand men that drew sword"; their kings, Zebah 

and Zalmunna, and their princes, Oreb and Zeeb, sharing the common fate (Jg 6--Jg 8). Echoes of 

this glorious victory--"the day of Midian"--are heard in later literature (Ps 83:9; Isa 9:4; 10:26; 

Hab 3:7). [ISBE, Swordsearcher 6.2] 
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of what Abraham had done by passing the inheritance only to Isaac and 

not the other children. Isaac dwelt by the well Lahairoi.
2
  

 

The mention of the descendants of Ishmael indicates that God's promise to 

Ishmael (cf. 16:10ff. and 17:10) had been fulfilled. Not only were the 

descendants of Ishmael described by God here but that they had their own 

towns, castles i.e. fortresses. There were twelve princes according to their 

nations. Ishmael lived and died at the ripe old age of 137 years, same age 

as Sarah. He was gathered unto his people i.e. Ishmael’s descendants had 

increased to the point where they were called Ishmael’s people. The 

boundaries of his people were from Havilah unto Shur i.e. before Egypt as 

a person goes to Assyria. He died in the presence of all his children. This 

was seen as a blessing to be said to have died in the presence of one’s 

children. This is the normal way of life and death for the children to bury 

the parents and not the other way round.  

 

3) The Birth of Esau and Jacob (25:19-23) – The attention shifted back to 

Isaac. God continues His story in the formation of the nation of Israel, 

Christ’s nation. Isaac was 40 years old when he married Rebekah. Like 

Isaac's mother, Rebekah was also barren. Isaac intreated the LORD on 

behalf of his wife. The LORD was intreated by what Isaac prayed and by 

divine intervention Rebekah became pregnant. The use of the covenantal 

name, the LORD here is to show that before it was by the sovereign power 

of God to approve what Abraham did. Here it was based upon Isaac’s own 

personal covenantal relationship with the LORD that brought about 

answered prayer. This prayer was according to the will of God as what 

Isaac needed to continue on the line of the Messiah was a son.  

 

Rebekah was troubled by what she experienced in her womb. She did not 

know that she had twins inside her. She felt the struggle of the twins inside 

her and was concern. She was all alone in the Land of Canaan as her 

family members were far away in Haran, Mesopotamia. She inquired the 

LORD to find out what was happening inside her womb. It was good to 

see that both parents knew the LORD personally. She was told by the 

LORD that she will have twins. There will be two nations in her womb 

and the older will serve the younger. This was what the LORD revealed:- 

 

*  Two nations are in thy womb, and – Both children will be great 

as both will have descendants so numerous that they will become nations 

                                                 

2
be-er-la-hi'-roi, be-er-la-hi-ro'-i (be'er lachai ro'i, "well of the Living One that seeth me"): "A 

fountain of water in the wilderness," "the fountain in the way to Shur" (Ge 16:7-14). It was the 

scene of Hagar's theophany, and here Isaac dwelt for some time (Ge 16:7 f; Ge 24:62; 25:11). The 

site is in The Negeb between Kadesh and Bered (Ge 16:14). Rowland identifies the well with the 

modern `Ain Moilaihhi, circa 50 miles South of Beersheba and 12 miles West of `Ain Kadis. 

Cheyne thinks that Hagar's native country, to which she was fleeing and from which she took a 

wife for Ishmael, was not Egypt (mitsrayim), but a north Arabian district called by the Assyrians 

Mucri (Encyclopedia Biblica). [Swordsearcher 6.2] 
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in their own right. N other words they will be great men and the nations 

would be named after them or at least they would become founder of 

nations. 

*  two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and 

– they will not be working together or cooperating as one. They will be 

separated before they are born. The differences between the two nations 

would manifest more than their similarities. This is unusual for they will 

be born as twins, brought up under the same roof with the same 

environment and with the same parents. It is logical to presume that there 

would be more similarities than differences. Yet their differences would 

separate them based upon their emotional, mental, and most importantly 

spiritual disposition. 

*  the one people shall be stronger than the other people; -- And of 

the two nations, one of them would be stronger than the other. The aspect 

of strength would include spiritual in particular as one will be the nation 

through which the Messiah would ultimately come i.e. will continue to be 

the nation that God has begun through Abraham and Isaac. 

*  the elder shall serve the younger. – The identity of the stronger 

nation is the younger child. Who that younger child will be, remains to be 

born. The child that comes out of Rebekah's womb first will be the servant 

of the other.  

 

With such a detail explanation from the LORD, Rebekah must have been 

stunned into silence. She did not realize that the “struggle” inside her 

womb would entail such a great and complicated future. Bear in mind that 

both parents understood the spiritual significance of their mission on earth. 

The younger son will now be the one who will take over the messianic line 

from Isaac. The LORD has spoken. It was not man who chooses but the 

LORD. It was not for Isaac or Rebekah to choose which of their son was 

to continue the line of the Messiah for this is the foundation and root of 

the doctrine of election. It is God alone and not man and not even the 

works of man that determines election.  

 

The NT used this incident to teach the doctrine of election. Romans 9:10-

16 (KJV) "And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by 

one, even by our father Isaac; 11 (For the children being not yet born, 

neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to 

election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 12 It was said 

unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 13 As it is written, Jacob have 

I loved, but Esau have I hated. 14 What shall we say then? Is there 

unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 15 For he saith to Moses, I will 

have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 

whom I will have compassion. 16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor 

of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy." Based upon Romans 

9 and the context of Genesis we see that the election of Esau and Jacob is 

not about salvation but about the Messianic election. There is only one 

doctrine of election. But the application of this doctrine includes the 

Messianic lineage; marriage; salvation; calling; service; etc.  
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4) The Trouble between Esau and Jacob (25:24-34) – When the time of 

delivery came, there were twins in Rebekah’s womb. Isaac married in 

2025 B.C. (2065 - 40). Twenty years after Isaac married Rebekah, Esau, 

the older and Jacob the younger were born. The older boy who came out 

was red and covered with hair. Both of them called him Esau which means 

“rough”. This was unusual as normally it was the father who named the 

son. Perhaps this might indicate that Rebekah was of a stronger 

personality and disposition. Just as he came out, the younger son grabbed 

hold of his heel and thus he was named, Jacob (which means “usurper” or 

“supplanter”). Isaac probably named him Jacob as the masculine gender is 

used for the verb “called”. The Bible tells us that Isaac was sixty years old 

when the twins were born. This means that Abraham was 160 years old at 

the time. He would see the twin boys grow to fifteen years before the 

LORD took Abraham home.  

 

The eldest son enjoyed particular privileges in the ancient patriarchal 

household. During his father's lifetime he was to take precedence over his 

brothers (Gen. 43:33); after his father died, he received a double share of 

the inheritance (Deut. 21:17) and became head and priest (cf. Exod. 22:29; 

Num. 8:14-17; Deut. 21:17) of the family. But he could lose the rights of 

primogeniture if he commits a grave offense (cf. Reuben for committing 

incest -- Gen. 35:22; 49:3, 4, and 1 Chron. 5:1). The above is true if the 

grave offence brings shame to the father. 

 

"The status of the first-born was thus bound up with responsibilities and 

obligations on the one hand, and rights, privileges and prerogatives on the 

other, including a double portion of the patrimony. All these were 

formalized by the father's testamentary blessing [Nahum Sarna, 

Understanding Genesis, (New York: Schocken Books, 1970), 185]."  

 

As the children grew up their respective vocations were described. Esau 

became a cunning hunter and Jacob was a "plain man" (complete, 

wholesome, perfect, having integrity) living in tents. The contrast between 

the two sons is clear. Esau was "cunning" whereas Jacob was "plain." The 

word for plain is translated as "perfect" in Job 2:3 to describe Job in the 

sight of God. However, in the case of Jacob it was not about his salvation 

but rather his disposition.  

 

One incident in the lives of Esau and Jacob, which contributes to the 

inheritance of Jacob as the chosen heir is that of the SALE OF ESAU'S 

BIRTHRIGHT. Esau came back from the field faint i.e. feeling 

desperately hungry. He asked Jacob for some of the red lentils (a favorite 

food in Palestine prepared with garlic, onions, rice, olive oil, and served 

with lamb or other meat) and said that he would trade it for Esau's 

birthright. It was legal in the ancient Middle Eastern area for one to trade 

one's birthright. It might be legal but it was not spiritual. By now the two 

"boys" were well aware of the spiritual significance of their parents and 

their own existence.  
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Esau complained and reasoned that he was about to die and what good 

would the birthright do me if I die, so he impetuously sold it to Jacob for a 

bowl of red lentil soup. Esau's action costs him all his privileges, honors 

and duties due to the firstborn by this one act. The "deal" was sealed by 

the taking of an oath. This was a faithless act on the part of Esau. He did 

not believe in what God said. God said that in the womb of his mother 

Rebekah were two nations. How could Esau die before he grows up and 

marry and have at least a son? For him to reason this way was sinful and 

points to great unbelief on his part.  

 

Esau's contempt for his own birthright is seen in the following actions:  

¶ he did eat and drink;  

¶ and he rose up;  

¶ and he went his way with no second thought about what he had done.  

 

The Bible comments that HE DESPISED HIS BIRTHRIGHT. Heb. 12:16 

describes this very act as that of a "FORNICATOR OR A PROFANE 

PERSON."
3
 Jacob was not chided for his act of trading. Esau was charged 

for his contempt of his own birth right because he wanted to fill his belly. 

The problem lies entirely with Esau and not Jacob. Jacob might be a 

"plain" man but that does not mean that he would not take advantage of 

the situation honestly. He did not cheat at all. He was honest.  

 

 

B.  God's Renewal of Covenant With Isaac -- Gen. 26 

 

1) God Renews His Covenant with Isaac (26:1-5) -- Isaac was asked by 

God to remain in the land of Canaan instead of going into Egypt. Probably 

Isaac intended to go down into Egypt when God appeared to him. The 

LORD told Isaac to remain in the Land of Canaan. The fertile plains of 

Canaan must have been badly hit by the famine.  

 

This was the breakdown of the covenant which God renewed with Isaac: 

 

a) God will be with him; -- This is the most comforting teaching we find 

in the whole Bible. The abiding presence of the LORD with His 

people so that they do not have to fight the battles God has for them 

all alone. God is by their side to see them through if they would only 

believe. This was also Christ's promise to all His disciples before His 

ascension as recorded in Matthew 28.
4
 Nothing happens in the lives of 

                                                 
3
Hebrews 12:15-17 (KJV) "Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest 

any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 16 Lest there be any 

fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 17 For ye 

know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he 

found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears."   
4
Matthew 28:18-20 (KJV) "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 

given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 

world. Amen."   
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God's people without His sovereign permission. The people of God 

never walk or do anything alone even though he might be alone on 

this earth at times. God will guard and hold the hand of His children 

all the days of their lives as they lived on this earth as strangers and 

sojourners doing His holy will for God's glory; 

 

b) God will bless him; - The blessing of God in Isaac's life is both 

spiritual and material. The reason it is material is that the promise of 

God to Abraham and Isaac was that of a nation. One cannot be a 

nation without the land. Therefore the blessings of God are both 

salvation as well as the material. In our case today as people in the 

local church the blessings of God is purely spiritual and not material. 

We are not married to the land to be a church. That is why churches 

can meet in auditoriums and be blessed by God still.  

 

c) To Isaac and his seed will God give all these countries; -- Isaac 

surveyed the land around him and must see by faith that one day it 

will belong to his descendents and these Canaanites would be 

removed by God. The comfort and assurance form the LORD is one 

of faith and not sight. The sight that Isaac behold must have been 

unthinkable for the land was large and the nations around him were 

strong and mighty. When he looked at himself he was only a small 

family of four. How could it ever be possible to have descendents so 

numerous that will cover this land! Yet Isaac believed. This was seen 

in his life lived in this land as God commanded him. He did not leave 

the Land of Promise till the day he died. Even when his family fell 

apart in the next chapter of Genesis, Isaac stayed in the land; 

 

d) God will perform i.e. bring to pass the promise He made with 

Abraham; -- Isaac trusted the LORD to perform what He has 

promised. Can we trust God to have the power to "perform" what is 

impossible for man! Prove this trust we have in the LORD's power to 

perform by the way we live. Isaac did exactly that till he dies. 

Promises are made to be kept. God always keeps His Word. He cannot 

lie!  

 

e) God will make his seed to number as the stars of heaven and they will 

inherit the land; -- The size of Isaac's future descendents is illustrated 

by the LORD all around him. When Isaac looked up every night he 

would see the heavens filled with tiny little sparkling stars. They 

would be innumerable to Isaac. They would inherit this Land that 

Isaac lived in all alone as a family of four. What strong faith Isaac 

had.  

 

f) In his seed will all the earth be blessed. – All the nations will be 

blessed by the seed of Isaac. This seed of Isaac refers to Jesus Christ 

for it is only through Him that the world can be blessed. The world 

cannot be blessed by the mere existence of the nation of Israel. Israel's 

contribution to the world in terms of material blessings is like that of 

all the nations of the world with their inventions and discoveries in the 
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fields of science, food, engineering, architecture, flight, etc. The Bible 

is a spiritual book. The Bible is about Christ. Abraham and Isaac and 

later on Jacob were called by God for one thing and one thing only to 

be the ones chosen by God through whom the Messiah would one day 

appear to save the world of her sins! This is the blessing that verse 5 

refers to.  

 

The reason for the renewal of the covenant with Isaac was because 

Abraham, his father, obeyed God's voice and kept God's charge, God's 

commandments, God statutes, and God's laws. 

 

Q. Does this means that God's covenant with individuals like Isaac and later 

with Jacob depends upon the obedience of their forefathers? This means 

that how they lived their lives will affect that of their sons. The covenant 

the LORD made with Abraham did not die or end with Abraham's death. 

That was why the LORD told Abraham in Genesis 15 that the strength of 

the covenant is not dependent upon Abraham's faith but only upon the 

LORD's Word. The LORD never dies and always the same. If the 

covenant depends upon man's faithfulness the plan of God would have 

fallen apart long ago. Thank God that it depends only on Him. Is it 

different from the covenant we have with God in the NT today? Yes it is 

different. The covenant we have is not a salvific one for the whole world 

whereby the Messiah will come from our line. The Messiah came from the 

line of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. This was God's specific plan for Israel 

as a national. If one of them failed to do their part according to God's will 

the salvific plan would have been jeopardized. It is the same in that the 

covenant we have is a salvific one in terms of personal salvation. 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are all saved the same way we are i.e. through 

Jesus Christ and by the grace of God through faith. This is the same for all 

believers. Since salvation is individual there is no "forefathers" passing on 

his salvation to his children. Salvation has to be personal for every 

generation and individual.  

 

Nature of the covenant is different between the Old and the New. In the 

former the covenant was based upon the first coming of the Messiah. God 

told Isaac that you are chosen as the son of Abraham from whom the 

nations of the earth will be blessed. In the latter covenant, we are not 

chosen as the line from whom the Messiah will come but as people who 

enjoy this covenant blessing. We are the product of the fulfillment of the 

covenant Abraham has with Isaac. 

 

 

2) Isaac's Controversy with Abimelech (26:6-34) -- Isaac went down to 

Gerar, a Philistine city. Isaac did right to remain in the Land of Canaan for 

Gerar was one of the Philistine cities that belonged to the Land of Canaan. 

However what he did in Gerar was sinful. He committed the same sin as 

Abraham had committed. He lied and said that his wife Rebekah was his 

sister instead of his wife.  
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Lying reflects weak faith (26:6-7) -- The reason for Isaac's lie is explained 

in verse 7. Isaac said, "She is my sister: for he feared to say, She is my 

wife; lest, said he, the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah; 

because she was fair to look upon." The reasoning was exactly the same as 

that of his father Abraham. When someone wants to marry your sister, 

they will treat the brother well most of the time. But if they want your 

wife, they would take your life in order to take your wife. Isaac feared for 

his life in Gerar and therefore he lied. Obedience in one aspect (staying in 

the Land of Canaan) of God's command but sinned in another will still 

result in disobedience. Isaac's obedience by not going down to Egypt and 

remaining in Canaan is good. However, his stay in Gerar caused hi8m to 

sin. Isaac was born again, probably at a tender age as seen by his 

submission to his father Abraham when he was to be sacrificed on the 

altar at Mount Moriah. But his faith was small or weak when he did not 

exercise faith at this juncture in trusting God to protect and provide for 

him all that he needed to survive! Whether this incident took place after 

the twins were born or not is not too difficult to estimate because this 

chapter came after chapter 25, the time between the birth of the twins and 

Isaac's ripe old age of 137 years was long and the Bible did say that Isaac 

remained in Gerar "a long time"  and this chapter concluded with Esau's 

age of 40 years when he married are all clues that help us conclude that 

this incident probably took place after the twins were born and grew up to 

be old enough to make their "deal" as recorded in Genesis 25. This means 

that during this "long time" of deception in Gerar the two sons and their 

servants had to witness their deception.  

 

Isaac's faith was weak because God had told him that He will be with him 

and bless him. The LORD will take care of him and Isaac did not have to 

resort to deception to "protect" himself. He must trust in the LORD and 

tell the truth at all times.   

 

Stigers says that according to the customs of northern Mesopotamia, from 

which Rebekah had come, a man's wife was his legal sister; therefore 

technically Isaac was not telling a lie. BUT PHILISTINE'S IGNORANCE 

OF THAT FACT MADE ISAAC GUILTY OF GROSS DECEPTION 

(Stigers, 213). Hence the rebuke from the Philistine king after he found 

out the deception of Isaac was justified. Isaac's lie was worse that 

Abraham's in that Sarah was indeed the half sister of Abraham whereas 

Rebekah was not a sister at all. Merely a cousin, on the mother's side!  

 

Be sure your sin will find you out (26:8-11) – Isaac remained in Gerar for 

"a long time." Isaac's sin was exposed. The LORD protection of His plan 

of salvation was clear. There was no record of anyone taking Rebekah for 

wife like in the days of Abraham where Abimelech took Sarah for his 

wife. In the instance the intervention of the LORD was much swifter for if 

Sarah had been "polluted" by Abimelech God's plan of salvation for 

mankind would have been jeopardized. In this case there was no such 

issue and urgency, hence a "long time passed." God did not intervene 

directly as before. In this case "time" revealed the sin of Isaac. Abimelech 

later found out the truth and he rebuked Isaac for his deception. 
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Abimelech witnessed Isaac sporting with Rebekah his wife. Incidentally, 

the word for "sporting" is also the same root word for Isaac's name 

"Isaac." This is a euphemistic way of saying that this was an intimate 

relationship that Isaac and Rebekah were involved when Abimelech 

"caught" them. The secret was out!  

 

Abimelech means "my father is king." It is not the name of the king juts 

like the word "pharaoh" is not a name but an appellation. This was not the 

Abimelech that confronted and rebuked Abraham in Genesis 20 even 

though both incidents occurred in the same city of Gerar. Too many years 

have passed for them to be the same man. It could be one of his sons but 

we cannot be certain. Anyway his identity is not necessary for the 

understanding of this passage. Abimelech confronted Isaac with the truth. 

Isaac had to confess the reason for his deception to Abimelech! The man 

of God was supposed to bear a godly witness to heathen kings like 

Abimelech, but he became a big stumbling block instead. He now had to 

be publicly shamed for his deception. The rebuke of Abimelech was one 

of "holiness". He said, "What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the 

people might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have 

brought guiltiness upon us." The philistines had a higher standard of 

holiness than what Isaac gave them credit for! If Rebekah had been taken 

by someone in Gerar for his wife then there would be guilt in the city of 

Gerar! What a shame it must have been for Isaac who is supposed to be a 

child of God on the business of God on the earth. For him to be told what 

is sin and what is holiness was the right kind of medicine God gave to his 

servant through the words of Abimelech! Abimelech did another noble 

thing when he charged all his people not to touch this man or his wife! 

Anyone who disobeys his law would be out to death! The mercy of God in 

Isaac's life is amazing! God now used the king to protect Isaac even 

though Isaac did not do what was necessary to deserve such a protection 

from God. God is truly great.  

 

Apparently Isaac was allowed to remain in the land of Gerar, Isaac was 

asked to leave the city limits.  

 

Handle Blessings in a godly manner (26:12-25) -- We are then told that 

Isaac became very prosperous (multiplied one hundredfold) because the 

LORD blessed him. Why did the LORD bless him? He was blessed 

because of the covenant God made with him. He was definitely not 

blessed by the LORD because of his lie. The blessing of the LORD is 

always based upon His grace and mercies and not reward. Reward is the 

believer's due whereas grace and mercy teaches that he deserves 

punishment for his many failures but God blesses him instead. In other 

words, God uses us to bless others despite and not inspite of who we are 

and what we have done. This behavior of Isaac as recorded here in 

Genesis 26 is for our encouragement rather than for our disappointment. 

Sometimes when we read of such "failures" of God's people we are 

disappointed when we should be more encouraged. We need to debunk the 

notion that we need to be perfect before God can use us or that when God 

uses us it is because of how good or clever we are as if we are doing God a 
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favour when we serve Him. Such notions are sinful and very detrimental 

to our service for it will soon result in robbing God of His glory and pride 

and arrogance set into our lives.  

Isaac's wealth increased and he became very great as time passes in the 

land of Gerar, He kept growing and increases with much material 

blessings form the LORD. This material blessing is for the OT and not for 

the NT. The reason is explained above. This is just a reminder. Isaac had 

possessions of flocks, herds, great store of servants and the Philistines 

envied him.  

 

The people of the land became jealous of Isaac's wealth and they asked 

Isaac to leave their land. Isaac went to the valley of Gerar and dug the 

wells which were once dug by Abraham but were covered up by the 

Philistines. All in all Isaac dug three wells and all three were taken away 

from him by the Philistines. The names of the wells reflect the dispute of 

Isaac with the Philistines: Esek – Contention or Strive; Sitnah -- hatred; 

and Rehoboth -- Room.  

 

¶ Esek -- Contention; This well was challenged by the Philistines. They 

said that the waters belonged to them. Water was a very precious 

commodity more so in Canaan for in Canaan water represented life. But 

Isaac gave in to them and did not want to strive with them. Even though 

he had the right to remain in the land and owned the well that belonged 

to Abraham the time of the previous Abimelech. Isaac did not assert his 

right. He went to dig another well in another location. He was 

successful once more.  

¶ Sitnah -- hatred; The Philistines would not leave Israel alone. They 

strove again for the second well that Isaac dug. This name "sitnah" 

described very accurately what the Philistines did. They hated Isaac for 

no reason at all other than the fact that he were richer than them, even 

though they had been there for a longer time, they were not as well off. 

With this new well Isaac would surely become even more well off!  

¶ Rehoboth -- Room. This third well was much better, thank God. Isaac 

gave up the second well to the Philistines. This region of the land was 

hilly. The rolling hills made travelling exhausting and enemies 

wonderfully concealed. He could be hiding in the next hill without the 

enemies knowing it. This means that he had to be patient and discerning 

to balance life on earth in mortality as well as a future life in heaven in 

immortality. Isaac dug a third well but this time the Philistines did not 

strive wit Isaac and went on their way. He said that for now the LORD 

has made room for them. They shall be fruitful in the Land! Isaac left 

for Beersheba.  

 

The first two wells were taken from Isaac because the Philistines were 

jealous of Isaac's wealth. They probably also dug for wells and could not 

find any whereas Isaac's herdsmen were able to find these wells, by the 

grace of God. Out of spite and jealousy, Isaac's well were taken from him 

and he did not resist! He let them "steal" from him his wells even though 

the wells were located in the Land of the Philistines. Isaac did right by not 

quarrelling with. He probably wanted to repair his testimony that he had 
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damaged because he lied in Gerar. This was the correct response on the 

part of Isaac.  

 

But the third well that Isaac's men dug was not taken. Therefore it was 

named "Rehoboth" which means "room" because the LORD will now 

make room for Isaac and his people and they shall be fruitful in the land. It 

is easy not to fight back when the hand of the LORD is seen in the trial of 

God's servant. When God is taken out of the equation then will the servant 

of God sin against Him. The LORD has always been good to His people 

and even though Isaac's blessing was married to the land and material 

blessings, he did not fight back when his material blessings were taken 

from him by force. We need to learn from this important truth. When it 

comes to personal "things" it is better to not fight than to fight and lose a 

soul.    

 

Finally Isaac returned to Beersheba. There the LORD appeared to him at 

night and he was reassured by the LORD that God will be with him and 

will continue to bless him and multiply his seed. The LORD introduced 

Himself to Isaac as "I am the God of Abraham thy Father." This was a 

wonderful and most a reassuring introduction. Isaac is surely comforted by 

the fact that The same God who called and sustained his father is also the 

same God who is sustaining him now. This means that just as the LORD 

did not fail his father Abraham, He will also not fail Isaac. Isaac must 

surely recall the time of his offering on Mount Sinai for it was an event 

that no one forgets! The reason for the LORD's blessings of Isaac was for 

the sake of Abraham who faith and obedience continues on in his son even 

after his death! This blessing can also be Isaac's too if only he would obey 

and be faithful to the end of his days!  

 

3) Be at peace will all if possible (26:26-35) – Sometime later Abimelech 

went to Isaac with Ahuzzath, one of his friends and Phicol the chief 

captain of his army. This seems to be a business cum military endeavour. 

When Isaac saw them he was curt and very blunt. He said to them. 

"Wherefore come ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away 

from you?" This seems to be a different Isaac!  He was courageous and 

bold to stand up to Abimelech. Abimelech and his friends said that they 

saw that God was with him, probably from the wealth he attained, and 

wanted to make a covenant with him. When the servant of the LORD is 

capable, the world cannot do without them. They travelled to see Isaac 

which was an act of humility on their part seeing that Isaac was no king. 

Abimelech could have ordered using an army to force Isaac to come see 

him. Instead he went to see Isaac. Making a covenant on equal terms is 

called a parity covenant. Both sides have the right to negotiate the terms 

and must agree to the terms of the covenant before a covenant can be 

established. Notice that Abimelech used the name of the LORD here. This 

implies that Isaac must have testified to him that his God is the LORD and 

not the gods of the Philistines! 

 

The nature of the covenant was made to ensure peaceful co-existence exist 

between Abimelech and Isaac. Abimelech said that he does not want Isaac 
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to do them hurt. Isaac must have grown very strong for Abimelech who 

has an army to make such a statement and request. He even called Isaac 

"the blessed of the LORD." When the LORD blesses His servants even the 

world takes notice and humbles themselves before them. The LOIRD is all 

powerful. God's people have nothing to be afraid of. Our heavenly Father 

has the power to make all men humble themselves before Him and His 

people if He chooses like here in Genesis 26. Isaac agreed. He was a 

peaceful and peace loving man like all true believers. The covenant was 

closed or sealed with the meal. Believers need not fear. They must put 

their trust in the LORD who never fails. As long as decisions are made 

based upon God's truth all would always be well with our souls. But when 

we disobey His wrath would come.  

 

The next day, after Abimelech and his party had left, Isaac's servants came 

and told him that they have found water. Once again the well was named 

according to the occasion of that moment. This time the occasion was a 

happy so Isaac named it "Shebah" -- an oath. Thus the name of the city 

was called Beersheba. Beersheba means “a well of oath”. 

 

Esau was 40 years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri 

the Hittite and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. The Hittites 

were indigenous people who lived in the land of Canaan. They would be 

part of the people that Israel were to eliminate in the time of Joshua's 

conquest. These two wives of Esau were unbelievers. This act of Esau 

grieved the mind of Isaac and Rebekah. Why would the children of 

believers marry unbelievers! This is not just sadness but a tragedy. It has 

nothing to do with race but always one of religion that every believer 

ought to marry within the faith.  

 

 

II.  A LOOK AT JACOB'S LIFE  

 

A.  Jacob Obtained his Birthright Deviously -- Gen. 27, 28 

 

1) Isaac Requests for Venison intercepted by Rebekah and Jacob -- 

Chapter 27 begins by saying that Isaac was old and his eyes were dim.  

 

a) 27:1-2 -- Isaac was 137 years old and he knew that Ishmael had 

died at the age of 137 (cf. 25:27). He might have thought that his 

time was nearly up. So he wanted to bless his favourite and older 

son, Esau, before he dies.   

 

If we can find out the age of Jacob's departure from home to Haran 

we would be able to find our Isaac's age. Here is the calculation of 

Isaac's age:-  

 

¶ Jacob was 130 years old when he entered Egypt (cf. Genesis 

47:9);  

¶ Joseph was 30 years old when he stood before Pharaoh. 7 good 

years and 2 bad years came and went before Jacob entered 
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Egypt; this means that Joseph was 39 years old when he met 

his father Jacob;  

¶ this means that Jacob was 91 years old when Joseph was born 

(130-39=91 years);  

¶ Jacob worked for Laban for 14 years for free for the hands of 

Leah and Rachel in marriage (cf. 30-28); this means that Jacob 

was 77 years old when he left Canaan for Haran (91-14=77 

years).  

¶ Isaac was 60 years old when Jacob and Esau were born (cf. 

25:26); this means that Isaac was 137 years old in Genesis 27 

(60+77=137 years). 

 

We can see that Jacob and Esau were not little children when this 

sad incident took place. They were fully grown men and Esau was 

already a married man (married at 40 years) and probably a father 

himself (cf. 26:34).  

 

b) 27:3-17 -- He requested Esau to make some venison which he likes 

to eat, after which he will bless him. Rebekah overheard the 

conversation and told Jacob his son to intervene by deception. 

Jacob was told by his mother to get two kids, young goats, and 

prepare them for Isaac his father. With regard to the problem of 

Esau being a hairy man and Jacob a smooth skinned man, Rebekah 

solved it by putting the clothing of Esau upon Jacob and to cover 

his hands and the nape of his neck with the skin of kids (27:3-17).  

 

The urgency of what Rebekah and Jacob wanted to do could be 

seen by the use of the imperatives in the verbs ("bring," "make," 

"obey," "go," "fetch,"). Time was of the essence if this deception 

was to work. Esau could return at any time with the venison. The 

deception was very simple. Jacob will pass himself off as Esau in 

order to deceive his own father into blessing him with the firstborn 

birth right. All the differences between Esau and Jacob were 

carefully countered so that as far as the sense of smell and touch 

and taste were concern they would succeed.  

 

c) 27:18-27 -- The deception worked and Isaac was deceived by 

Jacob and Rebekah. He gave the blessings to Jacob. Once the 

blessings were given they cannot be revoked. Could God have 

prevented the deception? Yes because in later years when it was 

time for Jacob to pronounce the blessings upon the sons of Joseph, 

Manasseh and Ephraim, he too was old and could not see well. But 

he knew what he was doing and blessed the younger instead of the 

older even though Joseph told him to bless the older son instead of 

the younger Ephraim (cf. 48:9-22).  

 

This was the hand of God for sure. Jacob was to dominate the elder 

brother in terms of the one who ought to receive the firstborn birth 

right. But that does not excuse what Rebekah and Jacob did by 

their deception. Isaac and Esau were also wrong in this matter. 
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Isaac knew from the beginning that Esau will serve the younger. 

The birth right ought to be given to Jacob willing but because of 

his love of venison and Esau being his favourite he sinned against 

God. Esau had already sold his birth right to Jacob when they were 

younger. To want it back after selling it because he despised it was 

also a sin. In short all four of them sinned against God. Yet in the 

course of it all, the will of God was accomplished and the plan of 

God in saving mankind through the lineage of Jacob was kept 

intact and still on track.   

 

d) 27:28-29 -- The content of the blessing that Isaac gave Jacob 

includes:-  

 

God will give to him  

¶ the dew of heaven;  

¶ the fatness of the earth;  

¶ plenty of corn and wine;  

¶ let the people serve him;  

¶ nations bowed down to him; 

¶ be lord over his brethren; 

¶ Esau will bow down to him; 

 

Note that they were all physical and not spiritual. The spiritual 

aspects of the blessings will be given by Isaac to Jacob in 28:1-4. 

At this juncture, the physical and spiritual blessing cannot be 

separated because God was preparing a nation in His plan of 

salvation for mankind. The nation cannot exist with a piece of 

Land. This Land of Canaan is also known as the Land of Promise. 

That was why Abraham and Isaac and Jacob must remain in this 

parcel of global real estate and no other. This is God's choice. Just 

as Abraham and Isaac possessed this land this same piece of land 

must be passed down to the one who would continue God's plan of 

salvation. That person is Jacob and not Esau. 

 

e)  27:30-40 -- Esau returned and discovered that he had lost his 

inheritance to Jacob. He wept and cried to his father to give to him 

another blessing. The content of the blessing was:- 

 

¶ dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and the dew of the 

earth above;  

¶ lived by the sword - signifies a warlike and tumultuous 

people;  

¶ shalt serve thy brother; it shall come to pass when thou shalt 

have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off 

thy neck.  

 

NOTE: Both blessings were material in nature. Jacob will have the 

bigger and dominant share. This was not a matter prominence but 

one of spiritual blessing verse carnal. Esau will break off from the 
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yoke of Jacob who would later be called Israel. This occurred in 

2Kings 8:20 ff. This freedom from the yoke of Israel continues on 

unto the day when Israel was destroyed by the Babylonians and 

Esau or Edom would be there to cheer the Babylonians on as they 

witnessed the burning of Jerusalem!   

 

 

2) Jacob's Departure from Canaan to Haran (27:43-46) -- Rebekah was 

told of Esau's plan to kill Jacob after Isaac dies.  She told Isaac to send 

Jacob to Haran so that he will not marry one of the women of Canaan. 

Isaac agreed and sent Jacob to Haran. Hiding behind this "desire" to find 

Jacob a goodly wife form her family was her fear for Jacob's life under the 

hand of Isaac.  

 

All four of them were punished for their respective sin. Isaac will lose 

both his sons. He will live a lonely life for Jacob would not return home 

for the next 20 years. Rebekah was punished by God for what she did by 

sending her favourite son Jacob away and she will never see him again. 

She would die before Jacob returned. Esau of course lost his birth right. 

Jacob left home with nothing and need to learn humility in a very bad way 

before he could be used by God for God's glory. He will not see his 

mother again. His training years has just begun.  

 

28:1-5 -- Jacob was told by Isaac to take a wife from one of the daughters 

of Laban, Rebekah's brother. After Isaac reiterated the blessings to Jacob 

with a difference, he was sent away to Padan-aram. Jacob has to find his 

mother's family. From there he will find a wife and then return home.  

 

Gen 28:3-4 contains the blessings . . . "And God Almighty bless thee, and 

make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of 

people; And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed 

with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, 

which God gave unto Abraham." This was the spiritual blessings that 

Jacob needed from his father. This was a willing and conscious blessing 

which legitimizes the passing of the blessing from father to son. Esau will 

not be the Messianic line but Jacob would.  

 

God's plan cannot fail. Even the wrath of man will be turned to the glory 

of God. This is a clear demonstration of the power and sovereignty of 

God. God's plan of salvation in saving us cannot fail because it depends on 

His faithfulness alone. However, that does not mean that when He uses 

man to accomplish His holy and perfect will man who sinned will not be 

punished for their sin They will surely be punished for their sin. If only 

men would realize the privilege bestowed upon them by God to be part of 

His great plan of salvation and that they would cooperate willingly and 

happily to do His holy will. How wonderful that would be for mankind. 

Sadly that is not the case most of the time. The patience and long suffering 

and mercies of God can be seen through the manner in which He still uses 

sinful men to accomplish His will. His grace and mercies are truly new 

every morning. When we are used by the LORD to do His will be humble 
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and grateful and not prideful. It is the greatest honor man could ever 

possess.  

28:6-9 -- Esau wanted to placate Isaac and Rebekah by not marrying the 

women of Canaan. He married Mahalath, the daughter of Ishmael, the son 

of Abraham. Esau saw no difference between his family and that of 

Ishmael. Stiger comments, "He [Esau] did not understand that Ishmael 

was unacceptable as a source of wives because he had earlier by his scorn 

of Isaac divorced himself in character from the redemptive process. But in 

a crude misevaluation of Jacob's going off to Padan-Aram to seek a wife, 

Esau thought that if he did the same locally, he could worm his way back 

into the good graces of Isaac and so supplant Jacob and secure what Jacob 

had wrung from him in a moment of fleshly disregard for eternal values 

(Stigers, 223)."  

 

 

3) Jacob Meets God at Bethel -- While Jacob was on his way to Padan-

aram, which covers more than four hundred miles (approx. 645 km.), he 

stopped for an evening rest on the west side of the Jordan in the vicinity of 

Luz (v. 19). Luz was about fifty miles (80 km) north of Beersheba.  

 

He prepared to sleep according to the custom of that day for wanderers 

using stones for pillows. There he had a dream. It was no ordinary dream. 

It was actually God speaking to him. He saw a ladder reaching from the 

earth to heaven and there were angels ascending and descending on it. The 

LORD stood above it and said "I am the LORD God of Abraham thy 

father, and the God of Isaac" – it is significant that the LORD used the 

covenantal name here and that he mentioned only Abraham and Isaac but 

no Jacob. The LORD said:  

 

¶ the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; -

- The message to him was clear. The land that you and your mother 

deceptively obtained is God's gift to you. It was not by deception that 

you obtained it for God could have easily foiled his plan. God told 

him that this land was a gift to him.  

 

¶ thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, -- Jacob will find a wife 

and have many descendants. They will be as numerous as the dust on 

the earth. This is a promise of a miracle.  

 

¶ thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the 

north, and to the south, -- The descendants of Jacob would not be 

restricted to one place but will spread far and wide in four directions.  

 

¶ and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be 

blessed, -- This is a promise of spiritual and not material blessing 

because the influence is global. Not only that the Bible is a spiritual 

Book.   

 

¶ God will be with thee and will keep thee in all places whither thou 

goest and will bring thee into this land again; -- God will be with 
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him wherever he goes to ensure his safety and protection. God has 

plans for Jacob that cannot fail. Therefore no harm will come upon 

him. He will be kept safe and will surely return safely home.  

 

¶ for God will not leave thee until He has done that which He has 

spoken to thee. – The presence of God almighty will ensure that His 

plan for the blessing of the earth through Jacob will come to pass.  

 

This was God's confirmation to Jacob of his blessings from Isaac. 

 

John Davis says, "The stairway symbolized the genuine and uninterrupted 

fellowship between God in heaven and His people on earth. The angelic 

messengers reflect God's constant care of His own." (Davis, 244).  

 

Q. Do you agree with Davis’ observation? 

 

The ladder that reached from earth to heaven and with angels going up and 

coming down continuously revealed that the work of God in the midst of 

mankind was continuous.  

 

If Jacob had any fears and felt lonely, this dream will certainly lift up his 

spirit and encourage him. If God was with him who can be against him? 

He was going away but God promised him that he would one day return to 

this land which he obtained as a blessing from his father Isaac. But Jacob 

did not believe in what God said here. Thus he made the vow recorded in 

vs. 20-22. 

 

Gen. 28:20 "And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and 

will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and 

raiment to put on, So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then 

shall the LORD be my God: And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, 

shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give 

the tenth unto thee."  

 

Q. Are we allowed to make such conditions with God today? 

 

Jacob at this juncture of his life was therefore not a believer yet. He had 

given God these three conditions. These conditions include safety, 

material and peace at home with Esau. They were very specific. If they 

were fulfilled, then he will acknowledge God as his personal God. This 

means that the God of Abraham was only the God of Isaac at this time. He 

was not the God of Jacob yet. Jacob was a usurper who needed to be 

broken and humiliated before he learns that he needs the LORD in his life. 

 

He named the place Bethel i.e. house of God ("Beth" – "house" and "el" – 

"God"). The previous name of the place was called Luz. This was a right 

name given by Jacob as the entrance to heaven from earth was via the 

ladder. Where he slept was that location in the house of God, hence the 

name Bethel.  
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B.  Jacob Given Taste of Own Medicine -- Gen. 29-31 

 

1) Jacob Meets Rachel and Laban her father (29:1-14) -- By the 

providence of God Jacob met Rachel at the well. He loved her at first 

sight. This was no accident. When the LORD said that he would be with 

Jacob, He meant every word of it. Without much ado, the LORD brought 

the reader to the arrival of Jacob to Mesopotamia, the Land of the East. 

The city was Haran (cf. v. 4). Jacob asked these strangers if they knew a 

man by the name of Laban, the son of Nahor. They said to him that they 

did and immediately Rachel arrived with the sheep. Jacob said that it was 

“high day” i.e. noon day when the sun was at its highest overhead. It is 

also not time to gather together the flock. He asked them to water the 

sheep and go and feed them. But the men replied that they cannot until all 

the flock be gathered together and then only would the stone be rolled 

away from the well’s mouth to water the sheep. It appears that the custom 

that Jacob had in the land of Canaan was different from the people of the 

east. The people of the east waited for everyone before they could remove 

the stone to water all the sheep together. But Jacob’s custom was 

whenever there were sheep around then the stone ought to be removed and 

water the sheep that needed it and there was no need to wait.  

 

While they were speaking to each other, Rachel arrived with her father’s 

sheep to the well. It was her duty to keep the father’s sheep (cf. v. 9). 

When Jacob saw her, and the sheep he unilaterally rolled away the stone to 

water the flock of Laban, his mother’s brother. The fact that the Bible 

emphasized the phrase, “Laban’s his mother’s brother” in verse 10 is 

significant. The significance is that Jacob wanted to get into the good 

graces of Laban his mother’s brother. The next thing to note here is that 

Jacob did not care much for the custom of the people of the east. He was 

still very willful and did what he thought was right in his own eyes. This is 

the mark of a usurper. Jacob kissed Rachel which was their customarily 

greeting of a relative and he lifted up his voice and wept. Why did he 

weep? Perhaps he was overwhelmed by the long journey to Haran and the 

fact that the task of finding his mother’s relative must have seemed 

impossible to a man like Jacob who had no faith in the LORD. Now 

suddenly without any effort on his part and within such a short time he 

found exactly what he was looking for, his mother’s brother’s home. 

These must have been tears of relief than sorrow. Jacob introduced himself 

to Rachel and explained to her all that had happened. He ran home to tell 

Laban her father that his sister’s son is here. Laban was ecstatic and he ran 

to meet Jacob. He embraced him and kissed him. He brought Jacob to his 

house. Jacob told Laban his mission for coming to Haran which would 

have included his search for a wife to bring home with him t the Land of 

Canaan. This was not something new to Laban as he was present in the 

first instance when Rebekah was asked to leave with Abraham’s servant to 

marry Isaac. Laban said that Jacob was his bone and his flesh which 

means a very close family. Jacob stayed in his house for a month.  
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2) Jacob asked to marry Rachel (29:15-20) – After the month was over, 

Laban said to Jacob that because you are my brother i.e. nephew should 

you serve me for nothing? This was a rhetorical question. Laban asked 

Jacob what kind of wages he would prefer. We are immediately introduced 

to the two daughters of Laban. The older was Leah. She was tender eyed 

whereas Rachel was beautiful and well favoured. Perhaps this means that 

the only beauty in Leah was in her eyes. There was not much to look at 

other than he eyes. Rachel on the other hand was beautiful and well 

favoured i.e. in looks and personality and everything else physical. Jacob 

loved Rachel.  

 

The first act of Jacob was one of love and honourable desire for Rachel, 

the daughter of Laban. He offered to serve Laban for seven years for the 

hand of Rachel in marriage. This was Jacob’s “dowry” for the hand of 

Rachel in marriage since he had no gold or precious stones. He specified  

that it was for Rachel his younger daughter. Laban’s reply was cryptic to 

say the least. He did not say that Jacob would marry Rachel based upon 

this arrangement. He said, “It is better that I give her to thee, than that I 

should give her to another man: abide with me.” Laban sort of give Jacob 

the impression that he agreed and yet at the same time when the his answer 

was carefully studied he did not say yes that for this seven years you shall 

marry Rachel! In other words Jacob could not use Laban’s own words 

against Laban in future. The Bible said that Jacob was so in love with 

Rachel that the seven years were like a few days (cf. v. 20).  

 

This is the beauty of love. Time flies when one is in love. The opposite is 

also true. When is out of love time stands still and becomes a drag. The 

opposite is true. A few days become like seven years when one is with a 

person that he is no longer in love with.  

 

3) Jacob taught a lesson (29:21-30) -- At the end of seven years Jacob was 

ready to receive his "prize". Laban made a feast and they were married but 

Jacob discovered that it was the older Leah instead of the younger Rachel. 

"The substitution of Leah is the first act of retribution visited on him. The 

blindness of Isaac is equal to the darkness of the night by which Jacob was 

fooled (vv. 23, 25) (Stigers, 230)." For the first time in his life, Jacob was 

usurped by someone else and in a very, very big way! 

 

In order to vindicate himself, Laban appealed to the local custom that the 

first-born daughter must be married before the younger sister (v. 26).  

 

Laban suggested that if Jacob will fulfill his wedding week (cf. Jud. 14:12) 

and will work for him another seven years, then he can have Rachel also. 

Jacob agreed probably felling that he had no where to go and since he 

cannot yet return to Canaan and that he loved Rachel, he accepted Laban's 

offer. He married Rachel and between them and their servants, Jacob will 

have 12 sons and one daughter, Dinah. 

 

4) The Birth of the Sons to Leah (29:31-35) -- God saw that Jacob favors 

Rachel more than Leah even though she was the first wife. Thus He 
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opened her womb and she gave birth to Reuben her first son. His name 

means "See a son". Then she conceived again and bore another son. She 

named him Simeon which means "Hearing". She conceived a third time 

and gave birth to another son whom she named Levi which means 

"Joined". She conceived the fourth time and gave birth to another son 

whom she called Judah which means "praise". She could not conceive 

again. 

 

5) The Birth of sons and daughter to Jacob (30:1-24) -- Rachel was upset 

that she could not bear children and she demanded that Jacob give her 

children or she will die. Jacob knew his theology. He was angry with 

Rachel and told her that only God can open the womb. In retaliation she 

suggested to Jacob that he take her handmaid, Bilhah, who will conceive 

on her behalf.  

 

Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son whom Rachel named not Bilhah, 

Dan. His name means "judging". Bilhah conceived a second time and bore 

Jacob a son and Rachel named him Naphtali which means "wrestling".  

 

When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she gave Zilpah her maid to 

Jacob and she bore Jacob a son whom Leah named Gad which means "a 

troop or a company". Zilpah conceived again and bore a second son whom 

Leah named Asher which means "Happy".  

 

God heard Leah's cry and she conceived and bore a son named Issachar 

which means "an hire". Leah conceived again and bore another son, her 

sixth and called him Zebulun which means "Dwelling". After that she bore 

a daughter and called her Dinah which means "Judgment". 

 

Finally God remembered Rachel and He opened her womb and gave her a 

son whom she named Joseph which means "Adding".  

 

Tabulation of the sons of Jacob: 

 

Leah Bilhah (Rachel's 

maid) 

Rachel Zilpah (Leah's) 

Reuben 

Simeon 

Levi 

Judah 

   

 Dan 

Naphtali 

  

   Gad 

Asher 

Issachar 

Zebulun 

Dinah 

   

  Joseph 

Benjamin 
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6) Jacob's Wealth (30:25-43) -- After the birth of Joseph, Jacob approached 

Laban requesting for permission to return home to Canaan. Laban 

encouraged him to stay because he acknowledged that God had blessed 

me because of you (30:27). This means that 14 years had just passed.  

 

 He agreed but on the condition that he be paid for his services now. Jacob 

asked for the speckled animals and by the providence of God the animals 

born to Jacob were speckled and stronger than those of Laban's. Jacob 

asked for Laban's white and white-spotted goats and all of Laban's black 

or speckled sheep as his payment for remaining (30:32-33). Laban readily 

agreed since as a rule goats were black and dark brown and sheep were 

white. "At first reading it seems that Jacob would receive all the spotted 

animals then in Laban's herd. But Laban and his sons separated these from 

the flock and took them a three-days journey away (vv. 35-36). The 

agreement, therefore, must have been that Jacob would receive only the 

spotted animals born to the purely marked flock. The fact that Laban 

removed all the off-coloured sheep, goats, and cattle is ample proof that he 

was familiar with the basic laws of heredity (Davis, 249)."  

 

Laban and his son were so sure that they would win and Jacob would 

definitely lose and will work for Laban for free again just as it was for the 

past 14 years. There was no way the animals could now be speckled and 

spotted for the goats and brown among the sheep.  

 

Jacob adopted a method common in the land of the east or even in the 

Land of Canaan. Jacob brought the animals to drink before rod of green 

poplar and of the hazel and chestnut tree and pilled white streaks on them. 

He made the white appear in the rods. As the animals drank from the 

water source where there pilled rods were placed, Jacob believed that the 

babies born to these animals that were conceived in front of these pilled 

rods would be born speckled and spotted for the goats and the sheep 

would be brown. In came to pass when the kids and lambs were born, 

indeed the kids were speckled and spotted and he sheep were brown. On 

top of that these goats that were speckled and spotted and sheep that were 

brown were healthier than those that were not. In short, Laban and his 

sons lost badly and Jacob “won.”  

 

7) Jacob acknowledged divine intervention (31:1-13) – It was time for 

Jacob to return to Canaan. He manner in which God brought this about 

was for Jacob to over hear what Laban’s son said concerning Jacob. These 

sons of Laban were the future heirs of Laban’s wealth. If Laban’s wealth 

was diminished by Jacob’s presence, one does not need to be a genius to 

figure out what these sons of Laban would do. The countenance of these 

sons of Laban was no longer friendly and loving toward Jacob any more. 

Now that the circumstances were primed for Jacob to take leave and return 

to Canaan, the LORD appeared to Jacob and asked him to return to the 

land of his fathers. This was a very wonderful way to remind Jacob that he 

has a calling from God and it was not in Haran. He must now complete his 
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calling in life by returning home. The promised of the LORD was that He 

was still with Jacob.  

Jacob spoke to his wife and said to them what he overheard from the sons 

of Laban, the brothers of his two wives, Leah and Rachel. For the first 

time in his life Jacob testified that it was the LOD’s doing that he 

triumphed over Laban and his sons. Laban had been unfair to Jacob all 

these 6 years. He had changed the arrangement of Jacob’s wages ten times. 

However, God did not allow Laban to hurt him. Regardless of what Laban 

planned, he would fail. Jacob shared with his wife that God had “taken 

away the cattle of your [their] father and given them to me [him.].” (cf. v. 

9)  

 

Jacob's success was due to God's divine intervention (31:7-13). Frank L. 

Marsh observes, "All marking of the offspring such as that which Jacob 

thought he was accomplishing in Laban's flocks, is completely 

impossible. . .. In the placenta and umbilical cord, which constitutes the 

only connection between the mother and the fetus, there are no nerves. . . .. 

Thus, absolutely no mechanism exists whereby the mother can mark her 

offspring in the way that Jacob thought he was accomplishing the marking 

(taken from Davis, 249).” Therefore the Bible recorded the fact that Jacob 

employed a superstitious method, BUT it in no way attributes the results to 

that method (cf. 31:7-13). Notice that Jacob had not address the LORD yet 

as his God. He kept using the generic term God rather than the LORD in 

his testimony to his two wives. He even shared with his two wives the 

dream that the angel of God gave to him. He told them about the first 

meeting he had with the LORD but he called him the God of Bethel 

instead. It was the God of Bethel who is commanding him to return to the 

land of his kindred!  

 

God is so gracious and merciful to those whom he has called to do His 

holy will. Here we have a good example of how God watched over all 

whom He has chosen before the foundation of the world to be saved and to 

do His will. They have not yet acknowledged Him as their personal 

Saviour and LORD and yet He watched over them till the day of their 

spiritual birth when they begin to be aware of His holy presence in their 

lives. After this awareness then they would acknowledge Him and give to 

Him all the glory.  

 

8) Jacob fled for Canaan stealthily (31:14-21) – Rachel and Leah answered 

Jacob regarding their inheritance if they were to leave with Jacob. They 

would lose their inheritance and be considered as strangers in the eyes of 

their father and will not get anything from him. They said that their father 

had sold them and had very quickly devoured their money. The wives of 

Jacob considered the 14 years of service that Laban agreed upon for their 

hand in marriage was no better than being sold as slaves. The daughters 

got nothing out of the 14 years of Jacob’s service if they left without their 

inheritance! Then they reasoned that what Jacob was about to do by 

leaving with all that he had obtained from God was right. They agreed 

with Jacob to leave for Canaan.  
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His wives and children and servants and his livestock Jacob took with him 

to Canaan. He was now a rich man (cf. vs. 17-21). The thing to note here 

was that when Laban was away from home shearing his sheep that Jacob 

left. The other thing to note was that Rachel stole the images that belonged 

to her father.  

 

9) Laban’s pursuit (31:22-42) – By the time Laban returned Jacob and his 

entourage had left for three days. He took his men with him and pursued 

after Jacob and caught up with Jacob and his entourage after seven days. It 

was at the mount Gilead that he caught up to Jacob. God came to Laban in 

a dream by night and warned him that he was not to hurt Jacob not even to 

speak either good or bad to him. Both parties made camp and ready for a 

long talk (cf. v. 25). From verses 25 to 30 Laban used the word “to steal 

three times. Firstly that Jacob had stolen away and took away his 

daughters unawares. Secondly he said that Jacob stole away and did not 

allow him to send Jacob away with mirth, songs, tabret and harp. The third 

was a charge that he leveled against Jacob that he had stolen his gods. 

Before that he shared with Jacob that he had the power to do him hurt but 

Jacob’s God has warned him the night before not to hurt Jacob, not even to 

speak either good or bad against him. Basically Laban’s main purpose was 

to get back him gods. This could be concluded by the covenant he made 

with Jacob in the latter verses of this chapter.  

 

Laban pursued Jacob because his household gods (v. 30 – “teraphim”) 

were missing. He came after them and demanded that they be returned to 

him. Laban confronted Jacob and demanded that a search be made. He 

searched the camp thoroughly but was not able to find them. Rachel had 

hidden them in the camel saddle upon which she sat (v. 34). Oriental 

custom required children, regardless of age, to stand in the presence of 

their parents, but Rachel did not do so because she claimed to be in her 

period of menses (v. 35).  

 

What were these teraphim? And why were they so important to Laban and 

Rachel? Teraphim appear a number of times in the OT (cf. Judg. 17:5-

18:30; 1 Sam. 15:23; 19:13-16; 2 Ki. 23:24; Hos. 3:4; Ezek. 21:21; Zech. 

10:2). They were usually quite small (v. 34) but sometimes they can be 

quite large (1 Sam. 19:13-16). Majority of the teraphim discovered thus 

far are figurines of male deities about two to three inches in length. They 

were used as household gods and when carried on the body, as personal 

charms. 

 

There are basically two reasons suggested for Rachel's stealing the 

teraphim: 

 

a) Teraphim were thought by ancients to guarantee fertility; a majority 

of teraphim were nude goddesses whose sexual features are 

accentuated. Rachel might have wanted them to guarantee she could 

continue to bear children. 
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b) Teraphim played an important part in the son's inheritance. The 

teraphim symbolized inheritance rights. Rachel sought to ensure 

Jacob some portion of Laban's inheritance. Spies writes, "Rachel was 

in a position to know her husband was entitled to a specific share in 

Laban's estate. But she also had ample reason to doubt that her father 

would voluntarily transfer the images as formal proof of property 

release; the ultimate status of Laban's daughters and their handmaids 

could well have been involved as well." [E. A. Speiser, Genesis, in 

The Anchor Bible Series, ed. by William F. Albright and David N. 

Freedman, vol. 1., (New York: Doubleday and Co., 1964), 250]. 

 

The latter seems more acceptable because Laban wanted them for 

himself. 

 

Then again both views are not exclusive. Rachel might have taken 

them for both the reasons stated above.  

 

10) Laban and Jacob cut a covenant (31:43-55) -- After his futile search for 

the teraphim, Laban made a covenant with Jacob and he went back to 

Padan-aram. Note how he used the word “my” in verse 43. He said that the 

wives of Jacob were his daughters. The children of Jacob were his 

grandchildren. The cattle i.e. the goats, sheep and oxen were all his. He 

was a greedy old man! But God's will was done despite the evil of Laban.  

 

The content of the covenant was that Jacob must not marry any other 

women except his daughters; and Laban will not cross over this place 

where the covenant was made to Jacob nor Jacob to Laban. By this 

covenant the one who stole the gods to claim the inheritance would be 

rendered useless. Laban was indeed a crafty and worldly wise man. All he 

cared about is material wealth and he was prepared to sacrifice his family 

just to keep them. What a sad and shameful thing to do that he would put  

a price tag on his own daughters and grand children.   

 

The name of the place was given the Chaldean name by Laban as 

Jegarsahudutha and Jacob called it in Hebrew, Galeed. Both means "the 

heap of witness.”  

 

 

C.  Jacob Now Called Israel -- Gen. 32, 33 

 

1) Jacob was Fearful of His Brother Esau (32:1-23) -- Along the way 

Jacob was met by the angels of God. Jacob named the place Mahanaim 

which means "two hosts or camps". It could refer to one angel before and 

one angel behind him, an allusion to the former dream which he met with 

God and now returning home as a fulfillment of that dream. This account 

would confirm to Jacob that what he is doing is acceptable to God (32:1-

5). This phrase also occurs in 32:10 and is translated as “two bands.” This 

was probably the sign that Jacob assumed that caused him to divide his 

entourage into two bands.  
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After twenty years of separation (31:38), Jacob still remembered the 

hatred of Esau and his desire to kill him because he "cheated" him out of 

his inheritance. Jacob secured measure to pacify Esau just in case he still 

wanted to kill him. He sent his servants ahead to meet Esau to let him 

know that he is returning with much wealth. Instead his servants said that 

they saw Esau and that he is riding toward Jacob with four hundred men 

(32:6).  

 

Jacob became greatly afraid and distressed. He divided his entourage into 

two. This ensures that a chance be given for the second group to escape in 

case the first comes under attack. Then Jacob prayed to his God. He 

prayed for protection and that God's covenant promise might be fulfilled 

in him (vs. 11, 12). After his prayer he made additional precautions to 

pacify Esau's anger if it was there. Jacob prepared a large portion of gifts 

to be sent ahead of their entourage to meet Esau. The gifts were designed 

to pacify even the greatest anger. Jacob sent them in three groups. The 

servants of all three groups were to say these words to Esau, “They be thy 

servant Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau: and, behold, also he 

is behind us.”  

 

Not only that, Jacob specifically instructed his servants to tell Esau that 

they came from his servant Jacob, and that they were to address Esau as 

lord (32:17-19). After the presents were sent, Jacob lodged that night in 

the company. He could not sleep. That same night he took his two wives 

and his two women servants and his eleven sons and passed over the ford 

Jabbok, a tributary of the River Jordan. Jabbok River was located about 

mid way between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea on the Transjordan 

side. He sent all of them over as well. Jacob alone remained behind. 

 

 

2) Jacob's Name was Changed to Israel (32:24-32) – Jacob was left alone. 

In what manner this man appeared to Jacob we do not know. Jacob might 

have thought that he was an assassin sent by Esau we can only guess. But 

the text tells us that Jacob wrestled with him all alone and it lasted the 

entire night. Instead of crushing Jacob totally, the angel graciously "gave 

up" first, thus giving Jacob the honor of "prevailing" (vs. 25, 28). Some 

have said that he was the preincarnate Christ whereas others suggest that 

he was an angel, a special messenger of God. Hosea 12:4 seems to point to 

the latter but it is not conclusive. The fact that Jacob declared that he had 

seen God in verse 30 points very strongly to the former that this angel who 

wrestled with Jacob was the preincarnate Christ.   

 

Though the wrestling was physical, it symbolized a spiritual struggle 

between Jacob and God. It was probably to determine whether Jacob was 

to manage his affairs by self-will and self-reliance or whether to bow 

down to God and trust Him to manage his life [cf. Howard F. Vos, 

Genesis, in Everyman's Bible Commentary, (Chicago: Moody Press, 

1982), 124]. All must be humbled before they come to God.  
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God wanted Jacob to trust Him to fight his battle for him before he crosses 

the river Jabbok and enter into the land of promise. Jacob struggled 

tenaciously so that the angel had to put the hollow of Jacob's thigh out of 

joint to prevent him from struggling anymore. But Jacob did not let go and 

grabbed hold of the angel very tightly and demanded a blessing from him. 

The angel changed Jacob's name to Israel which means "a prince of God". 

The meaning is given as "a prince hast thou power with God and with men 

and hast prevailed" (32:20-29). What is the significance of touching the 

hollow of Jacob's thigh to crippled him? The crippling part is to remind 

Jacob of this new Name Israel and the new nature that follows including 

the new responsibility of continuing the plan of God that began in 

Abraham and Isaac, his father. The hollow of his thigh signifies the 

making of oath which Jacob made with God at Bethel in Genesis 28. 

Abraham made his servant put his hand under his thigh before he was sent 

to Mesopotamia to find a wife for Isaac (cf. 24:2, 9). Jacob will also ask 

his son Joseph in the near future before his death to make an oath to take 

his body back to the Land of Canaan to be buried there by placing his 

hand under his thigh (cf. Genesis 47:29). The crippling of his thigh is the 

reminder of the oath that Jacob made that the God of Abraham and the 

God of Isaac will now be his God, the God of Jacob or Israel.  

 

And Jacob called the place Peniel which means "the face of God". 

Because of this incident, we are told that the children will not eat the 

sinew of the hollow of the thigh (32:30-32). This was the time Jacob 

became a believer in the LORD.  

 

3) Jacob Meets Esau (33:1-20) -- Finally the moment which Jacob feared 

the most has arrived, his meeting with Esau. But he had nothing to fear. 

This was seen in his arrangement of his entourage. He did not divide them 

into two camps as before but according to maternal groupings. The dearest 

he placed at the rear. The new Jacob went ahead of them all unarmed and 

met Esau (33:1-3).  

 

His meeting was very amiable to say the least. Esau had also become a 

wealthy and powerful man. He did not want to accept the gifts of Jacob 

but Jacob insisted. Esau offered to go ahead of Jacob but Jacob refused 

with the explanation that his family is young and they cannot travel fast. 

Jacob suggests that Esau go ahead and Esau left Jacob and returned to 

Edom (33:4-16).  

 

Jacob journeyed to Succoth and then to Shechem, a city in the land of 

Canaan. Jacob bought a piece of land from the children of Shechem and he 

lived there. He erected an altar and called it El-e-lo'he-Israel which means 

"God is the God of Israel". For the first time in Jacob’s life and also the 

first time in his new life that he acknowledged that God is his God. What a 

wonderful and amazing journey of salvation. Jacob kept his word just as 

God kept His in his life these past 20 years.  

 

Whitcomb observes, "The parcel of ground which Jacob bought at 

Shechem was the second "foothold" of Abraham's family in the Promised 
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Land. Just before he died in Egypt fifty years later, Jacob gave this parcel 

of ground to Joseph (Gen. 48:22), whose bones were buried there 400 

years later (Josh. 24:32). Here also Jacob dug a well which became the 

scene of an important episode 1,900 years later (John 4:5) [Whitcomb, 

22]". 

 

 

D.  Jacob's Disgrace in Shechem -- Gen. 34 

 

1) Shechem Rapes Dinah, the only daughter of Jacob (34:1-5) -- Tragedy 

strikes the family of Jacob. Dinah the only daughter of Jacob (Leah's 

daughter) went out with the women of Shechem. The prince of Hamor, 

called Shechem, saw her and took her and laid with her and defiled her. cf. 

Exo. 22:16-17; Deu. 22:22-30. 

 

2) The sons of Jacob Retaliates (34:6-24) -- After the incident, Shechem 

could not get Dinah out of her mind and asked his father Hamor to get her 

for his wife. While Hamor was on his way to meet Jacob they met the sons 

of Jacob in the field. They were grieved when they heard that Dinah had 

been defiled. And they took this opportunity to take revenge on Hamor 

and Shechem. They answered the proposal of marriage by Shechem 

deceitfully (v. 13). They told the Hivites that all their men must be 

circumcised in order for them to become one people. Hamor and Shechem 

returned to their own people and proposed to them the condition set by the 

sons of Jacob. They agreed and were circumcised.  

 

NOTE: If the children of Israel and the people of Shechem had inter-

married with one another, the future nation of Israel would have been 

ruined. This would have thwarted God's plan of salvation.  

 

On the third day when the Hivites were still suffering from inflammation 

and fever, the brothers of Dinah, Simeon and Levi, slew all the men of the 

city. They also looted the city and took all their livestock, children and 

even their wives (34:25-29).  

 

Jacob was very wrath with them and they were chided by Jacob for 

bringing shame to the whole family. The sons retorted in defiance and said 

that Shechem should not have dealt with Dinah as an harlot. This 

treachery was not forgotten by Jacob as seen in his last words to Simeon 

and Levi (cf. 49:5-7).  

 

 

E.  Jacob's Youngest Son, Benjamin -- Gen. 35 

 

1) Jacob Returns to Bethel (35:1-5) -- God appeared to Jacob and told him 

to return to Bethel and live there and to erect an altar there just as Jacob 

did when he fled from Esau many years ago. Jacob told his people to 

cleanse themselves before they return to Bethel. They must put away all 

the other gods, wash themselves and change their garments before they 



 181 

leave. This symbolizes leaving their past lives and sins behind and go into 

a new place promised by God.  

 

When they left, the text says that the cities around them were afraid of 

them and did not dare to pursue after the sons of Jacob for revenge. God 

supernaturally protected his own even when some of His own had done 

that evil act out of revenge.  

 

2) Renewal of the Covenant (35:6-15) -- At Bethel God appeared to Jacob 

and reminded him that his name will not be called Jacob anymore but 

Israel. God also renewed the covenant he made with him. The content of 

the covenant includes: 

 

¶ be fruitful and multiply 

¶ a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee 

¶ kings shall come out of thee 

¶ the land promised to Abraham and Isaac will be given to Jacob and 

to his seed. 

 

 

3) Benjamin was Born and Rachel Dies (35:16-29) -- The last and 

youngest son of Jacob was born while they were on their way to Ephrath 

(cf. v. 19 --- Bethlehem). While she was in travail, Rachel called his son 

Benoni which means "the son of my sorrow". But after he was born Jacob 

changed his name and called him Benjamin which means "the son of my 

right hand".  

 

Rachel died after giving birth to Benjamin. Later we were told that while 

they were in the land, Reuben, Jacob's firstborn committed incest and slept 

with his father's concubine, Bilhah who was Rachel's handmaid. By now 

all the three older sons have disqualified themselves from the father's 

inheritance. The sin of incest lost Reuben his birthright forever. According 

to 1 Chron. 5:1-2, the birthright was given to Joseph (cf. also Gen. 37:3), 

but the blessing of Messianic ancestry went to Judah (cf. also Gen. 49:10). 

[Whitcomb, 22] 

 

Jacob came to Isaac his father unto Mam’re unto the city of Ar’bah which 

is Hebron where Abraham and Isaac sojourned. Everything in Jacob’s life 

has come full circle. He began in the home of Abraham and Isaac which he 

was an inheritance that he obtained by deception with Rebekah his mother. 

God said that He gave this land to him and to his seed (cf. 28:13). 

Basically Jacob did not have to deceive to get it. It was his in the first 

place as a gift from the LORD. The days of Isaac was 180 years old and he 

died. This means that Jacob and Esau were 120 year old when Isaac died. 

Jacob left home at the age of 77 and returned at the age of 97 having spent 

20 years in Haran. Isaac was 157 years old when Jacob returned to him. 

This means that Jacob spent 23 years with Isaac before Isaac died.  

 

Jacob died at the age of 147 years (cf. 47:28) which means that he lived 

another 27 years. Joseph was 6 years old at this time because Jacob was 91 
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when Joseph was born (cf. 30:22-25). Joseph was 17 when he was sold as 

slave and became the prime minister of Egypt at the age of 30 (cf. 41:46). 

When Isaac died Joseph was 29 years old (6 years old + 23 years).  

 

When Joseph was sold as a slave to Egypt, Isaac was 168 years old. He 

was present when news came that Joseph had “died” as told by the 

brothers of Joseph. Jacob was 108 years when Joseph was sold into 

slavery.  

 

It is important to note at this juncture that after Jacob’s salvation the trials 

and troubles he encountered seemed more difficult and complicated than 

when he was an unbeliever and tried to do everything by his wits. Now 

that he trusts in the LORD the trials have increased in intensity. This is 

also true of every believer. Salvation in Christ does not reduce trials but 

increases them and they are also of a different nature, a spiritual nature.   

 

GENESIS 36-50 

 

THE PROVIDENTIAL ENTRANCE INTO THE LAND OF BONDAGE  
 

Introduction: 

 

The family of Jacob rests content in the land of Canaan. But God had other plans. He 

chose Joseph, the second youngest son of Jacob, as the prime mover in bringing the seeds 

of Abraham into the land of bondage, Egypt. God gave dreams to Joseph as well as the 

ability to interpret dreams. The dreams reveal that Joseph will one day rule over his older 

brothers. Joseph's brothers were jealous of him and they plotted murder against him. In 

the final moment, they decided to sell him to some Ishmeelite travellers. In this 

ignominious way, through the intense hatred of his brothers, God brought Joseph into the 

land of bondage, as a slave.  

 

God was with Joseph. He was blessed in all that he did. Even when he was unjustly sent 

to prison he continued to trust and believe in God. It was in prison and through the 

interpretation of the dreams of Pharaoh's butler and baker, that Joseph was later asked to 

interpret Pharaoh's dream. Through this single divine intervention, Joseph was promoted 

from dungeon to palace life. Joseph brought much prosperity to the land of Egypt 

because of the wisdom God gave him. As God had revealed in his dream to Pharaoh, a 

severe famine broke out in the land of Canaan. Because of Joseph's planning, Egypt 

became the bread-basket of the middle Eastern world. Many people came to Egypt to buy 

food. Joseph's brothers came too and Joseph took this opportunity to engineer the 

bringing of Jacob and his entire entourage of servants and livestock into the land of 

Goshen, the best of the land in the land of Rameses.  

 

Jacob died in the land of Goshen but requested that he be buried in the cave of 

Machpelah together with Abraham and Isaac. The family of Jacob remained in the land 

of Goshen for the next four hundred and thirty years and became a population of at least 

two million people when holy Scripture continues on in the book of Exodus.  

 

 

III.  A BRIEF LOOK AT JOSEPH'S LIFE  



 183 

 

A.  The Generations of Esau -- Gen. 36 

 

1) This chapter describes the fulfillment of Isaac's blessing to Esau in Gen. 

27:39-40. God honored His word and prophesy concerning Esau cf. Gen. 

25:23 "And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and 

two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one 

people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the 

younger."  

 

2) Esau married the women of Canaan. He increased in wealth and moved 

out of Canaan "from the face of his brother Jacob". Apparently Esau left 

Canaan while Jacob was still in Haran. By now the impact of the loss of 

his birth-right might have sunken in. He left on his own free will. The 

reference in 36:6-7 to the multitudinous herds, and Jacob in connection 

therewith, is rather a recognition of Jacob as fratriarch
5
, in the household 

of Isaac, over the herds (Stigers, 266). The place that Esau dwelt was 

Edom in Mount Seir (36:6-8). 

 

3) From 36:2-5, we see that Esau had three wives. One from Hittite, the 

second from Hivite and the third an Ishmaelite. Gen 36:9-19 describes the 

rest of Esau's family tree. Indeed it became a nation that will have 

descendants whose names will be mentioned in other books of the Bible. 

From his three wives Esau had five sons. The five sons in turn had thirteen 

sons among them. From then on the family tree took off and accelerated in 

its growth.  

 

4) Some of the people mentioned in the future are: 

 

TEMAN -- Eliphaz in the book of Job was from Teman (Job 2:11; 15:10, 

11). Teman exemplified as a city with people of wisdom (Jer. 49:7). As 

the principle power of, Edom, they bore the mention of God's wrath (Ezek. 

25:13).  

 

AMALEK -- Amalek is described as the head of nations (Num. 24:20), 

connoting his power. The reference in Genesis 17:7 to the tribe of Amalek 

possibly indicates a people into which Amalek of Esau may have married 

and later become its head (Stigers, 267)3. 1The Amalekites fought with 

Israel in Rephidim when the latter was on their way to the promised land. 

It was in this episode that the Bible taught His people the importance of 

prayer. As long as Moses' hands were raised Joshua was victorious. When 

Moses' hands came down, the Amalekites prevailed over the Israelites. 

The Amalekites were specifically judged by YHWH when He said, "And 

the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and 

rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance 

of Amalek from under heaven. For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn 

                                                 
5
Meaning of “fratriarch” – “Fratriarchy is a fusion of 'patriarchy' and 'fraternity', and involves the 

rule of brotherhoods or fraternities. A fratriarch could be one brother, or a group who rule together.” 

[http://www.chacha.com/question/what-is-a-fratriarch].  
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that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation 

(Exo. 17:15-16)."  

 

 

5) Gen 36:20-30 reveal that Esau was not the first inhabitants in Mount Seir. 

The people who lived in Seir are mentioned in these verses. Deut. 2:12 

tells us that the Horims lived in Seir before Esau migrated there and 

destroyed them and took over their land. They even changed the name of 

the place as well after the name of their founder, EDOM.  

 

 

6) Edom had kings before Israel did. The establishment of kings in Edom 

could be placed within a forty-year limit during the wilderness wandering 

of the Israelites because of Exo. 15:15; and Num. 20:14. In Exo 15, Moses 

speaks of the chiefs of Edom whereas in Num 20:14 Moses sought 

permission from the KING of Edom to cross over their land (Gen 36:31-

43).  

 

 

B. Joseph's Dreams and Trip to Egypt -- Gen 37  

 

1) Joseph Received Dreams from the LORD (37:1-11) -- The new star in 

God's plan of salvation is Joseph, the older of the two sons born to Rachel. 

The scene begins with the location. It was in the place called "the land 

wherein his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan". Joseph is said to 

be with four of his older brothers, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher tending 

sheep. And Joseph brought to Jacob his father an evil report about his 

brothers. The nature of the evil is not stated. The emphasis was on the 

action of Joseph rather than on the content of the evil report. WAS 

JOSEPH JUSTIFIED IN REPORTING TO HIS FATHER THE BAD 

THINGS DONE BY HIS OWN BROTHERS? WAS HE A TITTLE-

TATTLER? ( Gen. 37:1-2) Joseph was not a tittle-tattler. He was his 

father’s son and so were his brothers. The flock was the father’s and he 

was the head of his household. He had every right to know his other sons 

were ding. Joseph was simply being a good brother’s keeper by telling 

their father what his older brothers did. If he had failed to do so then he 

would have been a bad brother as well as a bad son. Joseph did what was 

right as part of the same family.  

 

Jacob loved Joseph more than all his other children because he was the 

son of his old age. So he made him a coat of many colours. When his 

brothers saw Jacob's special favour upon Joseph, they hated Joseph and 

could not speak peaceably about him i.e. can say no kind word about him. 

The coat of many colours refers to a garment worn by princes as a mark of 

superior status (cf. 2 Sam. 13:18, 19). Hence the brothers noticed from the 

giving of the coat that Jacob loved Joseph more than them. WAS IT 

RIGHT FOR JACOB TO SHOW FAVOURITISM TO JOSEPH? 

Remember what the house of Jacob was like? Isaac loved Esau and 

Rebekah loved Jacob!! (Gen. 37:3-4) It was not right for Jacob to give to 

Joseph the coat of many colours. Joseph was a good and obedient son. 



 185 

There was nothing wrong with giving him a coat of many colours. But the 

commentary from the revelation of God was that “Israel loved Joseph 

more than all his children.” This was wrong. He ought to love all of them 

equally. He should have learned from the mistake of Isaac his father who 

was still alive at this time. Isaac was 168 years old and Jacob was 108 

years.  

 

Joseph received dreams from God. He told the dreams to the brothers and 

the content of the dreams revealed that they will one day bow down to 

him. This made them even more angry and their hatred increased in 

intensity. The second dream revealed that even his parents will bow down 

to him. The brothers envied i.e. were jealous of him but his father 

observed the saying i.e. kept his sayings in mind (v. 11). The dreams were 

most unusual but easily understood (Gen. 37:5-11). It must not have been 

very wise for Joseph to tell the dream to his brothers but this was no 

special dream. Dreams in Joseph’s time were considered as revelations of 

God. Joseph was simply telling them what God says. They must have 

known of God’s revelation concerning Jacob and Esau when they were in 

the mother's womb. The revelation of God should be part of Israel’s 

family life. Therefore the sharing of God's Word ought to be normal. The 

brother should not be angry with Joseph because the dream came from 

God and not the facetious nature of Joseph. Sometimes in life people tells 

us what God has to say concerning issues and we might not like to hear 

them and we get angry with the messenger.  

 

The second dream included his father and mother and eleven brothers. The 

brothers became even more angry with Joseph by this second dream. 

Again if they were see the dream as from the LORD the reaction would 

have been so different. Two dreams with the same message was for 

confirmation. The brothers and Jacob understood the meaning of this 

dream as well. Jacob asked Joseph a rhetorical question and observed i.e. 

took notice of the dream. The brothers understood the dream and because 

envious of Joseph. This envy will soon result in murderous rage.  

 

 

2) Joseph was Sent to Egypt by His Brothers (37:12-28) -- The brothers 

were in Shechem feeding the flock. Shechem was about fifty miles north 

of Hebron. They were gone for some time and Jacob sent Joseph to find 

out what happened to them. When Joseph reached Shechem he was told 

by some men that his brothers had gone to Dotham which was another 

twenty miles further north. So Joseph went to Dotham (Gen. 37:12-17). 

 

When he was still afar off, the brothers immediately hatched a plan to kill 

him. They wanted to kill him and dispose of his body in the pit and then 

said that he was killed by wild animals. Then we shall see what will 

become of his dreams. They apparently have not forgotten his dreams!! It 

all began with favouritism in the home, followed by jealousy and hatred 

and now a murderous rage that included murdering even one's own brother 

though a half brother. When jealousy and hatred simmers in the soul of a 

sinner it will boil over into murder (Gen. 37:18-19 cf. Mat 5:21-26).  
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Reuben was probably not part of the plot to kill him, but when he heard of 

it he told them not to kill him. As the eldest they listened to him when he 

suggested that they throw him into the pit instead. When Joseph arrived 

they did just as Reuben had said. They stripped him of his coat of many 

colours and cast him into the pit. After their callous deed, they sat down 

and ate and as they ate they saw a company of Ishmeelite slave traders 

travelling from Gilead toward Egypt. Now greed entered into their sinful 

heart (Gen. 37:20-25). 

 

Judah suggested to them that they get some money out of this whole affair. 

Why do they not sell Joseph instead to these Ishmeelites rather than kill 

him. Let his death be upon the hands of strangers since we did not kill him 

but merely sold him to these slave-traders. They did exactly that. The 

Midianites were part of the larger and more inclusive term Ishmeelites (cf. 

Judg. 8:24). From a desire to murder him directly, to murdering him 

indirectly in the wilderness, they made some money out of it as well as 

fulfilling plan "B" (Gen. 37:26-28). 

 

3) Reuben pretentious rescue (37:29-35) -- Where did Reuben disappear to 

when they sold Joseph to the Midianites we do not know. But when he 

came back to try to set Joseph free, he discovered that he was gone. As the 

eldest he was responsible for his younger brothers. He had already sinned 

against his father once when he slept with his father's concubine, Bilhah. 

May be he wanted to make up to his father for his sin so that he might get 

back the blessings of the first born, we can only guess. Whatever his 

reasons were for wanting to release Joseph, they were apparently not noble 

enough to prevent him from continuing on with the deception and telling 

his father the truth. They, Reuben included, smeared Joseph's coat with the 

blood of a kid to deceive his father. They returned home and told his father 

that Joseph had been killed by wild animals (Gen. 37:29-31).  

 

The evil sons placed Joseph's bloodied coat of many colours before their 

aging father and asked if could tell that this was Joseph's coat which they 

had "found". Jacob became heart broken. The sons succeeded in getting 

Jacob to conclude that it was an evil beast that had killed him. The sons 

did not deny it nor did they actually tell their father a lie. They merely 

produced the evidence which they had "found". Jacob was heart broken to 

the extent that no one else was able to comfort him in his sorrow for his 

favourite son whom he thought was dead (Gen. 37:32-35). 

 

It is ironical that Jacob was deceived by the blood of a kid and the coat of 

many colours which he gave to his son when he, as a young man, deceived 

his own father Isaac with a coat of kids. JUST RETRIBUTION (jus 

talionis)? Note that grandfather Isaac was alive to see and experience this 

terrible deception at the ripe old age of 168 years. 

 

4) Joseph in Egypt (37:36) -- Joseph was sold in Egypt to an officer of 

Pharaoh, Potiphar who was captain of the guard. Egypt was exactly where 

the LORD wanted Joseph to be in. This does not in any way absolve the 
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brothers for their lie to their father and grandfather and also for selling 

Joseph to the Midianites. Egypt will become the womb that God would use 

to gestate a small family of 75 individuals into a people numbering more 

than 2 million within a short period of over 400 years.  

 

 

C.  Judah's Affair With Tamar -- Gen. 38 
 

1) Two of Judah's Three Sons Dies (38:1-11) – This chapter seems to be 

out of place because Genesis 39 continues where Genesis 37 left off. 

However upon closer study, we see that this was a right place to insert this 

account for it probably occurs after Joseph was sold as slave. Actually this 

chapter is more important than the rest of Genesis if the importance of the 

content was based upon the lineage of the Messiah. The son of Tamar, 

Pharez (cf. Matthew 1:3) was the one chosen by God to continue the 

Messianic line.  

 

Some time later after Joseph was taken into Egypt, the text informs us that 

Judah married a Canaanite woman who was the daughter of Shuah. She 

gave him three sons. The older was named Er who married Tamar. Er was 

wicked in the sight of God and YHWH killed him. How? Probably by 

sickness. Judah's younger son, Onan married Tamar in order to continue 

on with the seed of his older brother, Er. He refused to do so and he too 

was killed by YHWH. Judah told Tamar to remain a widow at her father's 

house until his youngest son, Shelah, was old enough to marry her.  

 

2) Tamar's Plot to Deceive Judah (38:12-23) -- The years went by and 

Judah's wife died. By this time his son Shelah was old enough to marry 

Tamar. But Judah refused because he felt that Tamar was “jinxed.” Tamar 

knew that Shelah was now old enough to marry her but Judah refused. So 

Tamar planned to deceive Judah. She removed her widow clothes and 

exchanged them for that of a harlot. She waited for Judah to come by 

Timnath which means a fork road. Judah saw her and addressed her as a 

common harlot. Verses 21 and 22 tells us that she acted like a Canaanite 

temple prostitute (Gen. 38:12-16). Imagine the depraved lifestyle of the 

people in Canaan at this time.  

 

Judah told her that her payment was a kid from his flock. In the meantime 

she demanded from Judah a pledge as a security for the kid. She asked for 

his signet ring and his bracelets, which were cords that were worn around 

the neck including Judah’s staff. These were personal identification marks 

that would prevent her from being killed for harlotry if she gets pregnant.  

 

3) Tamar more righteous than Judah (38:24-26) -- True enough she 

became pregnant and she was brought before Judah for questioning. She 

produced the signet ring and bracelets of Judah as proof that Judah was the 

man who slept with her. She vindicated herself and Judah became the 

guilty party. Judah admitted that Tamar was more righteous than he 

because he kept Shelah from Tamar (v. 26). Judah had broken his word to 

Tamar. 
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4) Tamar’s twins (38:27-30) -- Tamar gave birth to twins. Zarah, which 

means east or brightness, came out second even though he stuck his hand 

out first so that the midwife tied a scarlet thread onto his hands before he 

drew his hand back into the mother's womb. Then Pharez came out. His 

name means "a breach". The midwife insists that Zarah was the first born 

even though the rest of Scripture always named Pharez first in the 

genealogical lists (cf. Gen. 46:12; Num. 26:20).  

 

Pharez became an ancestor of both David and the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 

1:2). 

 

 

 

D.  Joseph's Rise to Fame -- Gen. 39-41 

 

1) Joseph's Service under Potiphar (39:1-6) -- Genesis 39 begins with 

Joseph in Egypt. Our attention is immediately redirected back to Joseph. 

Now he is in Egypt. The important phrase to note is "YHWH was with 

Joseph". Very often we think that we are on God's side. Have you ever 

wondered whether God is on your side in what you are doing? It is not 

how much we can do FOR God but how much God can do WITH and 

FOR us!! The assumption here is that when the LORD said that he is with 

His child it means that his child Joseph) is walking right with the LORD. 

If Joseph was not the LORD would not have blessed him otherwise the 

LORD would be blessing disobedience. He would never do that.  

 

When God was with Joseph, things worked out the way God wanted them 

to. Joseph prospered in the things he did in his master's house. Even 

Potiphar, his master, exclaimed that YHWH was with him, thus he made 

him overseer in his house (39:3). Through the management of Joseph 

Potiphar prospered. Indirectly, we may say that Potiphar was blessed by 

God because God blessed Joseph. Potiphar trusted Joseph completely . . . 

And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, 

save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and 

well favoured (Gen. 39:6). Such truthfulness and righteousness are found 

only in believers. They are truly light and salt in a world that is dying in 

sin and wickedness. The assumption here is that Joseph must have shared 

with Potiphar the name of the LOD or else he would not be able to see that 

the LOD was with Joseph. It was Joseph’s God and not the many gods of 

the Egyptians. There was a clear distinction between the God of Joseph 

and the gods of the Egyptians. Joseph made that very clear by the way he 

lived, served and testified.  

 

Joseph was not embittered by what his older brothers did to him. One 

moment he was the father's favourite, and the next he was a slave in a 

strange land. For he continued to trust God. Nobody like to be a slave, 

least of all a man like Joseph who had everything at home and a godly 

child of God as well. Yet, he trusted in the LORD that what was 

happening to him as a slave in Egypt through no fault of his own was in 
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the will of God and that it as God who “did” this to Him and not the 

brothers even though the brothers were the immediate cause of his slavery. 

When the child of god is able to see the hand of God in his life, there is no 

bitterness or complaints. Here is only submission and peace in his heart 

like what Joseph experienced and he also made the most of his situation 

and continued to live for his Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

How long did Joseph work in Potiphar's house? 41:46 says that Joseph 

was 30 years old when he stood in front of Pharaoh. 37:2 tells us that he 

was 17 when he entered Egypt. This gives us a difference of 13 years. 41:1 

says that Joseph remained in prison for 2 years after the release of the 

chief butler. This leave us with 11 unaccountable years which he spent 

between prison life and service in Potiphar's house. Assuming that he was 

in prison for 5 years then he must have served Potiphar for about 8 years. 

This makes Joseph a handsome young man of about 25 years old (17 + 8) 

when Potiphar’s wife took notice of him.  

 

 

Joseph was Thrown into Prison Unjustly  (39:7-23) -- Joseph's well-

being was threatened by the not-sort-after advances of Potiphar's wife. He 

rejected her advances numerous times (vs. 8-10). She persisted in her 

temptation of Joseph. She simply would not let-up. She might have felt 

insulted by Joseph's rejection. He was no more than a Hebrew slave and as 

a slave he should be happy and proud that the master's wife would look 

upon such a lowly slave with such high regard. Yet he dared to turn her 

down!! This could not have been the first time that Potiphar’s wife is 

doing such a dastard thing as to seduce a helpless slave. Note the words of 

Joseph . . . He was ever conscious of YHWH's presence . . . There is none 

greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me 

but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great 

wickedness, and sin against God? (39:9) Joseph did not say “how could 

do this great wickedness and sin against Potiphar?” If he had said this, 

Potiphar’s wife would probably have countered with, “if Joseph would not 

tell neither would.” For if Potiphar does not know that Joseph and her had 

committed the sexual sin then it would not have hurt Potiphar. However, 

the reply of Joseph was that he could not sin against GOD! Potiphar’s wife 

had no answer to this rejection. Not only was it reasonable and right it was 

also a God fearing reply.  

 

One day when Joseph went to the house to do his business and there was 

no man around that Potiphar's wife cornered him. She grabbed hold of his 

garment and demanded that he lie with her. Joseph ran for his life and 

Potiphar's wife was left standing there holding Joseph's robe. The best 

defense in such cases was to flee for your life.  

 

She cried for help and called out for the men of the house and lied that it 

was Joseph who made his advances and she was the victim in the whole 

sordid affair. There is no fury like the fury of a repulsed woman. Potiphar 

came home and had no choice but to throw Joseph out of his house and 

into the prison (39:14-20).  
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The Bible said that Potiphar was angry after hearing the words of his wife 

(cf. 39:19). However the Bible did not say who Potiphar was angry with. 

My opinion is that Potiphar was probably angry with his wife. The 

arguments in favour of this conclusion include:-  

 

a) Joseph was a trusted slave – Potiphar knew immediately that he would 

lose Joseph who was his trusted slave. He had no worries when Joseph 

was made in charge of all that he had. Nothing was stolen and 

everything was done to the best of Joseph’s ability. Such a trusted 

slave was a very rare gem. Now that the charges were made by his 

wife, he had no choice but let him go; 

 

b) The punishment was too lenient – The fact that Potiphar did not put 

Joseph to death for what he did against his wife, if it were true was 

unjustifiable. Joseph deserve death if it were true that he tried to attack 

and rape his wife! This is more so when Joseph was merely a slave! 

Joseph was simply put into prison where the king’s prisoners were 

bound. This was not a prison where criminals were bound! If what 

Joseph did were true it was a crime was it not?  

 

c) This was probably not the first time – Potiphar must have known that 

this was probably not the first time that his wife would do something 

so wicked.  

 

Joseph’s time in prison was like the time he spent with Potiphar. He did 

his best for the LORD. The keeper of the prison The reason was the same 

as before. The LORD was with Joseph and he shewed him mercy. He gave 

Joseph favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. The keeper of the 

prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that were in the prison 

like before. The keeper of the prison had nothing to worry about with 

Joseph in charge of all the prisoners. Whatever Joseph laid his hands to do, 

they prospered (39:21-23).  

 

2) Joseph Interprets the Dreams of the Baker and the Butler (40:1-23) -- 

Again, Joseph's hope of a fairy tail ending dashed to pieces through no 

fault of his own. His response to this circumstance was one of trust and 

faith in his the LORD continuously. He did not complain. He made the 

most of the situation and continue to give off his best unto his Master. He 

trusted his the LORD because he was his LORD not because he could give 

him a good comfortable life. This is the kind of trust and faith God 

demands from His followers. This is the trust test of trust where the 

circumstance might change for the worse but the faith and trust the 

believer has in Christ remains constant and unchanged. The knowledge of 

the sovereignty of God is the key doctrine that avails all believer with the 

same kind of trust that Joseph had.  

 

The phrase "the LORD was with Joseph" appears at the introductory verse 

of the next episode of Joseph's life as a prisoner (cf. v. 21). Joseph found 
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favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. He was put in charge of the 

other prisoners in the prison.  

 

While he was in prison, Pharaoh's chief baker and chief butler (cupbearer) 

were thrown into prison because they had offended him. They each had a 

dream in prison. When they awoke they were troubled by their dream. 

Since Joseph was put in charge of them both he arrived the next morning 

and found that their countenance was cast down. He asked them what was 

troubling them. They replied that they both had a dream but there was no 

interpreter to interpret their dreams for them. It was no accident but by 

God’s providential hand that Joseph was thrown into the prison where the 

king’s prisoners were sent. Joseph did not know this now but he would 

know later after the LORD delivered him. Hind sight for the believer is the 

clearest sight when it is mixed with the right doctrine. God makes no 

mistake in the believer’s life. He knows the beginning and the end and our 

future is in His loving hand. He knows what is best for us.  

 

Joseph's classic reply reveal his close walk with the LORD. This is 

genuine humility in action. Joseph knows that he has the gift of 

interpreting dreams. However his close walk with the LORD kept him 

humble and he did not allow this gift to go to his head. Success in the 

ministry because of one’s gift can be very dangerous for the servant of 

God. The moment he thinks or allows himself to think, especially when 

the people around him praises him, that it was because of HIM that the 

ministry bloomed, he has sinned. Such pride always precedes the fall.  

 

He said “do not interpretations belong to God?” (cf. 40:8). The dream of 

the chief butler was told to him first and Joseph gave the interpretation. 

The dream revealed that the chief butler would be released and returned 

back to his old position to serve Pharaoh. This would take place within 

three days. When the chief baker heard the positive interpretation of 

Joseph, he thought that he too would get the same kind of response. But it 

was the end of the line for the chief baker. He will be hung on a tree by 

Pharaoh. Just because Joseph submitted himself to the will of God to 

spend his time in prison as his witness, it does not mean that Joseph was 

wrong to ask for justice from the chief butler. He asked that he be released 

as soon as possible because he was innocent. The fact of the matter was 

that probably every prisoner in the king’s prison felt that they were 

unjustly imprisoned!  

 

Joseph asked the chief butler to remember him when he was released by 

Pharaoh because he was abducted and brought into prison unjustly. True 

enough three days later the chief butler was released by Pharaoh and 

restored to his position of chief butler and the chief baker was hung by 

Pharaoh on a tree.  

 

But the chief butler did not remember Joseph at all.  
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3) Joseph Interprets Pharaoh's Dreams (41:1-36) -- Two full years later, it 

was now Pharaoh’s turn to have a dream. He woke up and went back to 

bed and had another dream. The next morning, he was troubled by his 

dreams and he called all his magicians and wisemen to interpret his 

dreams. But not one of them could interpret them. Unlike 

Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, who promised to put his magicians 

to death for their inability to interpret his dream, Pharaoh did not issue 

such a command. The hand of god is now clearly seen by us some two 

years later. The imprisonment of the chief butler in the king’s prison and 

Joseph being thrown in there at the same time that he went to prison and 

then received the dream with Joseph around to interpret for him was no 

accident. It was by the sovereign design of God. Joseph could have been 

made the prime minister of Egypt by God at anytime. The problem was 

not the power of God but whether God’s child, Joseph, was ready and 

spiritually mature enough to take on such a position to serve the LORD 

faithfully. Joseph had to be trained. His time as a slave under Potiphar and 

as a prisoner which totaled 13 years were his “Bible College” training to 

do the work of God.  

 

Just at that moment the chief baker remembered that his own dream was 

interpreted by Joseph in prison. The chief baker said to Pharaoh  in 

Genesis 41:9-13 (KJV) “Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, 

I do remember my faults this day: 10 Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, 

and put me in ward in the captain of the guard's house, both me and the 

chief baker: 11 And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we 

dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream. 12 And 

there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of 

the guard; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each 

man according to his dream he did interpret. 13 And it came to pass, as he 

interpreted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine office, and him he 

hanged.” Note that the prisoners like the chief butler called him a servant 

of the captain of the guard here. Potiphar was also called Pharaoh’s 

officer, the captain of the guard (cf. 37:36). This means that most likely 

the one in charge of the prison that kept the king’s prisoners was Potiphar. 

Joseph was called a Hebrew here because the word means someone who 

crossed over.” He was an outsider or rather a stranger versus a citizen. He 

was not of the land of Egypt. The chief butler remembered the ability of 

Joseph vey accurately and vividly, by the grace of God.   

  

Pharaoh sent for Joseph. Joseph was unkempt and unshaven. Egyptians are 

usually without facial hair. Using the polysyndeton in verse 14, God 

showed us how Joseph was prepared to meet the most powerful man in all 

of Egypt. They shaved him and gave him a changed of garments. Joseph 

did not know that this morning and on this very day his life will be 

changed forever. One moment he was no more than a man languishing in 

prison without his freedom and the next he became the second most 

powerful man in the whole kingdom of Egypt! The sovereign hand of God 

did this. Just like Daniel we will see a man highly promoted and 

surrounded by power and wealth untold, but all these did not corrupt them. 

The reason they were no corrupted was due to the fact that they never 
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sought after these “worldly treasures” for they only sought after the 

LORD. When these worldly accolades which they did not seek after, came 

to them they did not lose their focus on Christ. If Joseph could do this so 

can all believers today in all fields of work including becoming a business 

man or a politician.  

 

Q. How does one focus on Christ today in order to ensure that He alone is our 

confidence? Cf. Proverbs 3:21-26.  

 

Once again, Joseph testified of his God's power to interpret dreams. He 

attributed all glory and honour to the LORD his God. Do we do the same? 

And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is not in me: God shall give 

Pharaoh an answer of peace (41:16).” The two dreams were one. That 

means that the meaning is the same. There will be seven years of great 

plenty followed immediately by another seven years of great famine.  

 

He interpreted Pharaoh's dreams and told him that God wanted him to 

know what God was about to do. This is an amazing statement made by 

Joseph. He defined prophecies of the LORD as God sowing people what 

He is about to do! It is not just telling the future as if God cannot do 

anything to control it but that God controls the future that He has just 

revealed! Prophecies from God are revelation of future events from the 

Father to His children telling them what the heavenly father will do in the 

future! If we understand prophecies in this light then it will be prudent for 

all of God’s children to take heed attentively and diligently. For if His 

children would not then they are saying to their heavenly Father that they 

do not believe Him! The believers must now live their lives in light of 

what the future will surely be. For example our heavenly Father has 

revealed that this world would be destroyed in the future by fire. This will 

definitely come to pass. If God’s children believes in God and what he 

says He will do in the future then they would not hoard material 

possession and go after them as if this world will last forever. This world 

with all its glory and splendor would turn to ashes one day! Live right!  

 

He interpreted the dream to Pharaoh as well as gave him advice on how to 

prepare for the fulfillment of the dream (cf. 41: 25-36). Pharaoh and all his 

servants were very pleased with what Joseph said (cf. 41:37). Joseph did 

right. He was asked by Pharaoh to interpret the dreams which he did but 

he went one step future and that was to tell Pharaoh what he must do to 

avert the devastating famine that will surely come to pass. The right 

response to all the prophecies of God is taught by Joseph’s sound wisdom. 

The famine will be so fierce that the people would not remember the seven 

years of great plenty. Joseph’s advice was “Now therefore let Pharaoh 

look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34 

Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up 

the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. 35 And let 

them gather all the food of those good years that come, and lay up corn 

under the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 36 And 

that food shall be for store to the land against the seven years of famine, 

which shall be in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the 
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famine.” [Genesis 41:33-36 (KJV)] The sound wisdom from Joseph was 

to gather up the food during the seven years of plenty and store them 

throughout the cities of Egypt. He amount to collect was 20% from the 

people. They would have so much during the seven ears of plenty that a 

20% tax would not be a problem. After that the gathered food would be 

more than enough to see the people of Egypt including the surrounding 

nations through the seven years of great famine. This will prevent the land 

from perishing! [NOTE: the 2 dreams sound “easy” to interpret because it 

has been interpreted to us and the Bible reveals to us that it is right. 

However when we look at the 2 dreams without the interpretation the 

seven kine and sheaves could mean anything under the sun.] 

 

4) Joseph's providential rise to Power (41:37-53) – The sound wisdom  

from Joseph was pleasing to Pharaoh and all his servants. Like Potiphar 

and the keeper of the prison, Pharaoh too recognized the wisdom of 

Joseph (cf. 41:39). The job of overseeing the affairs of the country so as to 

prepare the land of Egypt for the forthcoming sever seven year of famine 

fell upon Pharaoh. Pharaoh gave Joseph absolute power to do what he 

thought best.  

 

In 41:40 we are told that Pharaoh made Joseph subordinate only to 

himself. From prison to palace within a space of one day! How marvelous 

is our God in keeping his promises to his children. Indeed all things 

worked together for good to them who love God, to them who are the 

called according to his purpose (cf. Rom. 8:28). Joseph was thirty years 

old when he stood before Pharaoh and interpreted his dreams (v. 46). He 

came into Egypt when he was seventeen years old. Thus God took thirteen 

years to mold him into the man he wanted him to become before He used 

him to bring Israel and his family into Egypt. 

 

Joseph was given a wife, the daughter of the priest of On. She bore him 

two sons, the elder was Manasseh (forgetting) and the younger was 

Ephraim (fruitful). Whether the wife of Joseph was believers or not we 

can never tell. However, knowing Joseph to be such a godly man it is 

assumed that he would share his faith with his wife so that she would 

become a believer.  

 

During the seven years of plenty, Joseph gathered and stored up the corn 

in Egypt. The quantity was so large that the gathered corn was . . . as the 

sand of the sea, very much, until he left numbering; for it was without 

number (41:49).  

 

5) Preparing to unite the family of Jacob (41:54-57) -- The seven years of 

famine came and it was over the face of the earth (v. 56). The purpose was 

not to focus on the seven years of plenty but the seven years of famine. 

The time for the children of Israel to enter into Egypt had arrived. The 

dearth was in all the land, except Egypt. There was bread in Egypt and this 

became a widely known fact and surely it reaches the ears of the family of 

Jacob. The famine became so bad that the people cried unto Pharaoh for 

relief. Pharaoh told them to go to Joseph. All the store houses throughout 
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the land of Egypt were opened and the grains were sold to the Egyptians. 

All the surrounding countries also came to buy food in Egypt. The reason 

was that "the famine was so sore in all lands." This is how God will reunite 

Joseph with his brothers and continue His great plan of salvation for 

mankind! 

 

The great adversity that afflicted "all lands" was surely allowed and 

controlled by the LORD to bring about His great plan of salvation for all 

mankind. All these people at that time did not have to know or even have 

to admit that it was the LORD who is working, nevertheless they all will 

do the will of God in order for God's plan to succeed, including Potiphar, 

Potiphar's wife, the prison keeper, baker, butler, Pharaoh and the famine 

itself! This is a clear demonstration of God's sovereignty where all things 

came together according to the timing of God to bring about God's desired 

end. In this case, it was to make Joseph the Prime Minister of Egypt and to 

bring Jacob and his whole family into Egypt to be located in one part of 

Egypt that will make the future Exodus of the people of Israel out of Egypt 

a reality. Man including the servants of God does not need to know. God 

alone knew and that was all that matters to God's children. He knows and 

He controls totally and absolutely all things.  

 

 

E.  Joseph and the Sons of Jacob in Egypt -- Gen. 42-45 

 

1) Joseph Encounters His Brothers the first time (42:1- -- The land of 

Canaan was obviously hard hit by the famine. Jacob sent his ten sons, 

except for Benjamin, into Egypt to buy some food. Benjamin was the only 

son left borne to Israel by Rachel, the wife he loved most dearly. He did 

not want anything to happen to him just as it happened to Joseph (42:4). 

 

They arrived in Egypt and Joseph recognized but they did not recognize 

him. The numerous times Joseph tested his brothers seem to indicate that 

he was humbling his previously arrogant brothers (42:6-14). Joseph, we 

were told remembered the dreams God gave to him when he was 17 years 

old (37:1-11).  

 

He met them and charged them for being spies. They denied the charge 

vehemently and said that they were here to buy food only. Joseph kept 

insisting that they were spies and demanded that they produce their 

youngest brother when they told Joseph that they were a family of twelve 

and the youngest is with the father at home.  

 

Joseph sent them into prison three days. After three days he demanded that 

one of the brothers remained behind while they bring the youngest brother 

to see Joseph. It was then that their conscience pricked them and they said 

to one another that it was because of what they did to Joseph that this hard 

time has befallen them. The "throwing into prison" resembled their 

"throwing of Joseph into the well". This must have jogged their memory 

and conscience. Simeon probably volunteered to sit in prison while the 

others return home to bring their youngest brother (42:1-24).  
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Joseph advised his servants to return their money to his brothers by hiding 

them in their sacks of corn. When one of them wanted to feed his ass at 

the inn he discovered that the money was returned to them. they became 

more frightened. When they returned home they told their father all that 

had befallen them. There was no lying this time. They asked for Benjamin 

from their father but Israel refused to allow Benjamin to go with them. 

The loss of two sons, Joseph and Simeon, was painful enough. He does 

not wish to risk losing his Benjamin. Reuben's offer of slaying his own 

two sons if he fails to bring Benjamin back was ignored by Israel (42:37). 

His proposal, if it failed, will cause Israel to lose not only Benjamin but 

also his two grand children. Reuben was foolish to make such an offer. 

But it reflects his warped sense of duty and responsibility. He bears no 

blame upon himself (42:25-38).  

 

 

2) Joseph Encounters His Brothers the second time (43:1- -- When the 

corn they received from Jacob was finished, they had to make another trip 

to Egypt. How long they took to finish their corn was the same length of 

time Simeon spent in prison. Judah spoke up this time and requested that 

Israel send Benjamin along with them because "the man" said he will not 

believe them if they did not return with Benjamin. Judah gave Israel his 

word of honour that he will guarantee his safety with the cost of his own 

life. Judah's reassurance was most responsible compared to that of 

Reuben's. Israel reluctantly agreed and they went to Egypt the second 

time.  

 

This time they brought double the amount of money with them, the first 

amount to return to Joseph for it was returned to them and the second was 

for the purchase of new food (43:1-14).  

 

 

3) Joseph Meets Benjamin -- Joseph met Benjamin his younger brother for 

the first time since he was abducted into Egypt. Joseph's behaviour 

perplexed them. The first trip they were treated as spies. On this second 

trip, the brothers were ever ready to explain the presence of the money in 

their sacks, they were told not to worry about it, and their God has 

returned the money to them. Furthermore a feast was prepared for them. 

Not only that they were asked to sit according to their seniority. How 

could a man whom they met only once know so much about them? They 

must have been very afraid (43:15-34).  

 

After the meal the brothers prepared to return home. All seemed to go well 

this time. They had the feast with the second in command and now they 

were returning home with all the brothers intact. But Joseph had again told 

his servants to return the money to them with the addition that Joseph's 

silver cup be placed in Benjamin's sack of corn.  

 

As they went on their way, they were caught up by the servants of Joseph. 

They were charged with ingratitude (cf. 44:4). A search was made and 
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they found the silver cup in Benjamin's sack of corn. They all rent their 

clothes and were forced to return to Egypt to see Joseph.  

 

NOTE:  The silver cup was used by the Egyptians in olden days for 

divination. They would put tea leaves or similar object into the cup filled 

with water to read the meaning of the message out of this concoction. But 

Joseph did not do such a thing as his life had been so godly from the very 

beginning. Perhaps what he did was to make them think that he did use 

this cup in order to know the truth. His testimony had bee blameless thus 

far. He even acknowledged before Pharaoh that only God could interpret 

dreams (cf. Gen. 41:16). There is no evidence that he actually used this 

diviner’s cup. 

 

Judah spoke up on behalf of the brothers and he explained to Joseph the 

oath he made to his aged father Israel. Judah offered himself as 

replacement for his younger brother Benjamin according to his oath.. He 

asked Joseph to accept the substitute for their father's sake.  

 

The behaviour of Judah, on behalf of the brothers, indicate that they have 

indeed changed. They were not the opportunists brothers like before. They 

loved their father and protected one another. There was no more jealousy 

and in-house fighting amongst the brothers. They have learnt to care for 

and protect one another (44:1-34).  

 

 

4) Joseph Reveals His True Identity -- Joseph was completely 

overwhelmed by Judah's changed behaviour that he commanded everyone 

to leave the room so that he could speak to his brothers alone. He wept 

uncontrollably and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard him.  

 

Then Joseph revealed his true identity to his brothers. 45:6 tells us that 

Simeon was probably in prison for no more than two years. Joseph 

explained to them the plan of God for him and for them as well. They have 

five more years of famine to go through just as God had revealed to him. 

God had brought him into Egypt for this very purpose (45:3-8). The 

brothers had meant evil for him but God meant it for good. Joseph bore no 

hard feelings toward them. And God sent me before you to preserve you a 

posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So 

now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a 

father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the 

land of Egypt (Gen. 45:7-8). The sovereignty of God and the 

responsibility of man is seen here very clearly in these two verses. God 

was able to use the sin of wicked men to glorify His own Name and fulfill 

His plan of salvation for mankind.  

 

When God's children learn to see the hand of God, even in adverse 

circumstances, they will not harbour any grudges or ill feelings toward 

their enemies. This does not mean that they will not feel pain and hurt 

when they are going through such trials but it helps to put the focus of our 

trial into proper perspective if we know that God has allowed this trial to 
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come our way for own good and for His glory. Our conclusion must be 

like that of Joseph at the end of the trial.  

 

He told them to return to their father and tell him the good news that 

Joseph is alive and that he must come to Egypt, to the land of Goshen for 

future generations to live in as well (cf. 45:9-10).  

 

Pharaoh heard of the reunion and gave Joseph's brothers many gifts to 

bring back to Canaan to welcome their father to Egypt. Israel was so 

overjoy when he was told by his sons that Joseph was alive that he 

exclaimed "It is enough Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him 

before I die" (45:28). The lie of the brothers was not remembered by Israel 

because of the joy in his heart (45:1-28). 

 

 

F.  Jacob Moves to Egypt -- Gen. 46-50. 

 

1) Joseph Invites Jacob to Come to Egypt -- Israel took all he had with him 

and went down to Egypt. Joseph was all ready to receive his father. He got 

his chariot ready and went to meet his father in Goshen.  

 

Joseph told his family what to say to Pharaoh when asked what their 

occupation was. They must tell him the truth and that they were shepherds 

for the Egyptians hate shepherds. This will enable them to remain in the 

land of Goshen which is outside the main city life of the Egyptians. The 

choice of the land of Goshen was also providential in that this will make it 

easier for them to leave four hundred and thirty years later. They do not 

have to pass through any other portion of Egyptian territory when they 

move east toward the land of Canaan for Goshen was located on the 

eastern side of Egypt (46:1-34).  

 

 

2) Jacob Meets Pharaoh -- Joseph first presented his shepherd brothers to 

Joseph and they established their occupation. Then Joseph brought in 

Israel and Pharaoh had respect for the aged for he asked Israel what his 

age was (47:8). Israel blessed Pharaoh and went from his presence.  

 

The famine continued just as Joseph said for the next five years. The 

people had to sell everything they had to Pharaoh in order to by food, 

including their land. Joseph then in turn lease the land back to the farmers 

but they have to pay Pharaoh a fifth of what they earn from their land. 

This became an established law over the land of Egypt. In all this the 

priests were not affected because Pharaoh gave them a portion for food 

(47:22).  

 

The people of Israel increased in possession and grew and multiplied 

exceedingly in the land of Goshen (47:27). But Israel requested that he be 

buried in the land of Canaan in the cave of Machpelah when he dies. This 

was an act of faith. They wanted to be buried in their homeland. But 

Canaan was not their homeland yet. So for Israel to make such a request 
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was to demonstrate his trust and belief in the LORD to fulfill His the word 

which He promised him when he first left Canaan for Padan-aram in Gen 

28 as a young usurper (47:1-31).  

 

 

3) Jacob Visited by Joseph and Received Blessings for His two Sons, 

Ephraim and Manasseh -- Joseph came to Israel with his two sons, 

Manasseh and Ephraim to be blessed.  

 

Israel's eyes were dim because of age when he blessed Manasseh and 

Ephraim. Joseph brought to him Manasseh whom he placed on Israel's 

right side and Ephraim on his left. But when Israel was about to bless 

them both he crossed his hands and gave Ephraim the greater of the two 

blessings. Joseph tried to correct his father but Israel said that he knew 

what he was doing.  

 

Ephraim did possess greater numbers in the census prior to entrance into 

the promised land (Num. 1:32-35). He became the strongest tribe of all the 

twelve and in the years of the divided kingdom, his name was an 

alternative name for the northern kingdom of Israel.  

 

God promised Joseph that God will be with him and will one day bring 

him back to the land of your fathers (Canaan). Joseph was given a portion 

above the others in that he will possess the land which Joseph had just 

mentioned i.e. Shechem (???-"another portion" lit. another Shechem) 

There is a play on words here. The rest of the tribes had to obtain their plot 

of land by lot whereas this piece was given to Joseph. This was fulfilled in 

the days of Joshua (cf. 24:32) [48:1-22].  

 

 

4) Jacob's Final Blessings cum Cursing -- Israel summoned all his sons so 

that they might be blessed by him.  

 

Reuben (49:3-4) -- as firstborn should have been characterized by dignity, 

power, integrity and stability. Instead you are as unstable as water. The 

word "unstable" literally means "a boiling over of water", a vivid 

metaphor describing unstable emotions. This is acted out in the early life 

of Reuben e.g. his desire to free Joseph but failed and then he went along 

with his other brothers to deceive Israel. Reuben was firstborn but he shall 

not be foremost. In the future we see that the tribe of Reuben was 

absorbed into the half tribe of Manasseh. By the time of Isaiah, the tribe 

had become so insignificant that when he lamented for the land east of 

Jordan, he mentioned only Moab (Isa. 15). 

 

Simeon and Levi (49:5-7) -- Their wickedness in Shechem was 

remembered and was their downfall. They will be dispersed in Israel. This 

prediction was at least partially fulfilled by the time Israel was about to 

enter Canaan under Joshua. When Moses numbered the people of Israel 

the second time, Simeon was the weakest tribe (Num. 26:14), and when 

Moses blessed the tribes, he omitted Simeon (cf. Deut. 33:8). Levi became 
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the priestly tribe which lived in forty-eight cities spread along the length 

and breadth of the land of Israel.  

 

Judah (49:8-12) -- Judah had risen to the position of leadership as 

demonstrated by his encounter with Joseph in Gen. 44. The phrase "his 

hand would be upon the neck of his enemies" means that Judah would 

succeed in warfare (cf. Num. 2:9; 10:14; Jud. 1, 2). The "scepter" was a 

symbol of royal power and, according to Davis, "in its earlier form was a 

long staff which the king held in his hand when speaking to public 

assemblies (Davis, 297)". The phrase "until Shiloh come" denotes the 

turning point to which the superiority of Judah will continue rather than its 

discontinuation. This will be the time when the rule of Judah is enlarged 

so as to embrace all nations (Davis, 297). The word "Shiloh" refers to the 

Lord Jesus Christ. The word has been translated as "tribute to him", and 

"ruler, counselor". Davis says that "its fullest context, . . . requires that 

Shiloh (????) refer to `the lion that is of the tribe of Judah" (Rev. 5:5). (cf. 

Davis, 298). Gen. 49:11 should be understood metaphorically. No one 

would tie his foal next to a vine because asses are herbivorous and vines 

are very tasty to them. Therefore, Gen. 49:11-12 seems to describe peace, 

prosperity, and abundance in the land resulting from the presence of the 

messiah (Davis, 298).  

 

Zebulun (49:13) -- Zebulun was the only one of the tribes in this survey 

that is assigned a geographical location. Although Zebulun never did 

obtain territory on the sea (cf. Josh. 19:10-16), an important caravan route 

from the east passed through and he did profit greatly from the 

commercial activity (cf. Deut. 33:18-19).  

 

Issachar (49:14-15) -- He is limited to domestic agriculture. They would 

be diligent farmers, later occupying the territory of lower Galilee. The 

tribe of Issachar would be robust and hardy. It would receive pleasant 

country that would produce an abundance of food. The tribe distinguished 

itself for heroic bravery and military commitment (Jud. 5:14, 15, 18). 

Even till the time of king David, the tribe continued to supply warriors to 

the royal army.  

 

Dan (49:16-18) -- He would judge his people. This was partially fulfilled 

when Samson became a judge for twenty years (Jud. 13:2). Dan was the 

only tribe omitted in Rev 7. Some said that the phrase "serpent by the way, 

and adder in the path" describes his lack of moral commitment and 

tendency to encourage idolatry (Jud. 18).  

 

Gad (49:19) -- Gad's later decision to live in Transjordan exposed 

themselves to the Midianites, Ammonites, Arabians, and other marauders 

from the desert; but Gad would be forceful about striking back. 

 

Asher (49:20) -- Israel foresaw that Asher would settle in a fertile land 

that would be so productive as to provide "royal delicacies" food fit for a 

king -- whether of the land of Israel or some other land. As a matter of 
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fact, Asher obtained the fruitful area along the seacoast from Carmel north 

to the territory of Tyre. 

 

Naphtali (49:21) -- "Naphtali is a deer set free" (cf. 2 Sam. 22:34) may 

refer to the fleet strength of the men of Naphtali. Allotted land north of the 

Plain of Esdraelon, Naphtali furnished many men for the army of Barak, 

which was successful against the Canaanite Sisera (Jud. 4). 

 

Joseph (49:22-26) -- The picture of the fruitful tree denotes Joseph's depth 

of character and the width of its influence. This is a picture of growth and 

prosperity. Joseph will also encounter many military conflicts and hostility 

probably due to its wealth and success but they would continue to triumph 

and grow. 

 

Benjamin (49:27) -- The picture of a wolf portrays aggressive activity, a 

warlike character. The success of Benjamin's warlike activities is seen by 

the phrase "devour the prey" and "divide the spoil". The Benjamites were 

farmers and archers and slingers (Jud. 20:16; 2 Chron. 14:8). The judge 

Ehud (Jud. 3:15), Saul (1 Sam. 9:1) and Jonathan , and the apostle Paul 

(Rom. 11:1) were Benjamites. 

 

5) Jacob Dies and was Buried in Machpelah -- At the end of the blessings 

Israel gave instruction for his burial. He wants his children to bury him in 

the land of Canaan in the cave of Machpelah, the burial place of his father, 

Isaac and grand father, Abraham.  

 

Israel died and Joseph was given permission by Pharaoh to accompany 

Israel's body back to Canaan for burial with a great procession.  

 

Joseph gave instructions to the people of Israel that he be buried in Canaan 

not when he died but when God visits His people and bring them out of 

the land of Egypt. This was to assure the Israelites who were alive that this 

was not their home and they will one day leave here for their promised 

home (50:1-26).  

 

This was carried out by Moses when they left Egypt some 400 years later 

as recorded in Exodus 13:19, “And Moses took the bones of Joseph with 

him: for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will 

surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you.” 

 

It may appear to have been from paradise to prison (Genesis one in 

Paradise to Genesis 50 in Egypt) but God’s plan of salvation for mankind 

was very much on track. Egypt will become the “womb” for God to bring 

about the birth of His nation Israel when the time was right!  


